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LLIVES OF THE SAINTS

September 1,

Josnua, Leader of the Israclites, in Palestine; cire. 1450 B.C.

GIDEON, Fudge of Israel, in Palestine ; circ. 1210 B.C.

S. ANNA, Prophetess at Ferusalem ; beginning of 1st cent,

S. Priscus, M, a¢ Capua; ist cent.

SS. TERENTIANUS, B.M., AND FrAccus, M, at Todi in Umbria; cire.
A.D, 118,

SS. SixTus AND SINICIUS, BB. at Rheims; circ. A.D. 300,

SS. XII. BRoTHERS, MM, at Benevento; circ, A.D. 303

S. VERENA, V. at Zursack in Switzerland.

S. FIRMINUS, B. of Amiens; circ. A.D. 390.

SS. VINCENT, B.M., AND L&TUS, P.M. at Tarbes.

S. VicToRrIUS, B. of Sens; circ. A.D. 490.

S. Lueus, Abp. of Sens; A.D. 623.

S. NIVARD, Ap. of Rheimns; circ. A.D. 673,

S. GiLES, A&, in Provence; circ. A.D. 7132.

S. PRISCUS, M,
(1ST CENT.)
[Roman Martyrology.]

AINT PRISCUS is said by popular legend to
have been the man in whose house Christ ate
the last Passover, and instituted the Blessed
Sacrament. He followed S. Peter to Rome,

and suffered martyrdom at Capua.

VOL. X. I
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2 Lives of the Saints. R

S§S. TWELVE BROTHERS, MM.

(CIRC. A.D. 303.)

[Roman Martyrology. In no ancient copies of Usuardus or other early
martyrologies. The Brothers on different days in different Italian cities
which possess their relics. Authority :—The Acts, written before the 11th
cent., but not very ancient or trustworthy.]

THERE were twelve brothers, fearing God, and worshipping
Christ at Carthage, by name Donatus, Felix, Arontius, Hono-
ratus, Fortunatus, Sabinian, Septimius, Januarius, another
Felix, Vitalis, Sator, and Repositus. They were captured at
Adrumetium, where they had taken refuge until the tyranny
of persecution had overpassed, and were brought to Carthage,
where they were tortured ; and, because they would not re-
nounce Christ, they were sent to Italy chained together by the
neck. Arontius, Honoratus, Fortunatus, and Sabinian were
decapitated at Potentia on the 27th of August. Next day,
August 28th, Januarius and Felix were executed at Venusia.
On the following day, Vitalis, Sator, and Repositus suffered
at Velinianum. Donatus and Felix were martyred on the
1st of September at Sentianum. The relics of all were
afterwards translated to Beneventum, where they now repose.

S. VERENA, V.

(DATE UNCERTAIN.)

[Roman Martyrology. Some copies of Usuardus, Notker, and Wandel-
bert. The Acts are not trustworthy. ]

S. VERENA, according to legend, was an Egyptian damsel,
daughter of Cheremon, who came to Milan, when hearing
of the martyrdom of the blessed Maurice and his com-

11t is improbable that there were two brothers of the same name, Felix. Probably
these martyrs were brothers in the Faith and not in blood.
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S. VERENA.
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Sept. 1.1 S. Verena. 3

panions at Agaunum, she crossed the Alps to visit the spot
watered by their blood, and to collect relics.

She wandered north into Solothurn, and settled in a grotto
in the face of a rock. The cave became afterwards the
favourite resort of hermits, a chapel was built there in 1426,
and renovated in 1555 and 1575. The spot is not one of
the least impressive in Switzerland. It lies at the end of
a pretty valley, hemmed in by rocks of gneiss embowered
in trees, about two miles north-east of Solothurn. It is
reached by paths, originally formed by the French émigrés,
who, at the outbreak of the French Revolution, sought an
asylum here. The valley abounds in caves and grottoes,
partly natural, partly artificial, and at its further extremity,
within a natural shelf of over-arching cliff, stands the little
chapel of S. Verena. Behind the altar a small cave has
been cut in the rock, and now contains a representation of
the Holy Sepulchre. In this cave the pious maiden lived,
spending her time in prayer and in ministering to the clean-
liness of soul and body of the peasantry of the neighbour-
hood. Being possessed of a comb, she visited their cottages,
and paid a not unnecessary attention to their heads. In
commemoration of this a Latin inscription was cut on the
rock :—

¢¢ Pectore dum Christo, dum pectine servit egenis,
Hoc latuit quondam Sancta Verena cavo,"”

The devil, enraged at the transformation wrought by her
solicitude in the heads and hearts of the peasants, tried to
drag her away from the cave and dash her over the rocks;
but she saved herself by clinging fast to the stone, and the
holes made by her finger-nails are shown to this day.

After awhile Verena resumed her pilgrim’s staff and
journeyed to Coblenz, and from thence to Zurzach in
Canton Aargau, where she died. The body lies in an
ancient crypt under the collegiate church of Zurzach. Overs




4 Lzves of the Saints. (Sept. 1.

it is erected a monument representing the saint lying with
her comb in one hand and a porringer in the other; and a
wreath of roses round her head. !

It is probable that S. Verena lived much later than the
date generally attributed to her,and that her visit to Agaunum
has led to her having been supposed a contemporary of
S. Maurice.

S. FIRMINUS, B. OF AMIENS.

(ABOUT A.D. 390.)
[Gallican Martyrology. The Acts are late and full of anachronisms.]

S. FirMINUS was the third bishop of Amiens. His father,
Faustinian, prefect of Gaul, had been baptized by the martyr
Firminus (September z5th), and in honour of his spiritual
father gave this name to his son. Eulogius, second Bishop
of Amiens, died about A.D. 350, and Firminus was elected
in his room. He administered the diocese with prudence
during the forty years that he directed it. He was buried
in the church now called S. Acheuil, which he is said to
have built. But his body was translated to the cathedral
in the seventh century by S. Salvius.

SS. VINCENT AND LATUS, MM.
(DATE UNCERTAIN.)

[Roman Martyrology ; also the Spanish Martyrologies. The only autho-
rity for the Acts of these saints is popular tradition. ]

VINCENT, a priest, and Latus his companion, are regarded
at Tarbes as the apostles of that part of France, and martyrs
for the faith. But they are also venerated in Spain, at
Libisosa, where they are said to have suffered.
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S. LUPUS, ABP. OF SENS.
(a.p. 623.)

[Roman and Gallican Martyrologies. Ado, Usuardus, Notker, and
Wandelbert, Peter de Natalibus, Molanus, Canisius, &c. The **Life” is
very ancient, probably of the 7th cent., and is trustworthy.]

S. Lupus, in French Zew, was born in A.D. 573, near
Orleans, and was the son of a prince named Betto, and
Austregild, who was of royal blood. The brothers of
Austregild were Austrenius, Bishop of Orleans, and Aunarius,
Bishop of Auxerre. Contrary to the custom of the time,
Austregild nourished her child at her own breast, instead of
confiding him to a foster-mother. When the child grew to
the age when he could discern good from evil, she com-
mitted him to the care of his uncles. It is said that his
boyish voice was so sweet and soft, that when he sang in the
churches men doubted if an angel were not chanting.
Having manifested from childhood a desire to serve God at
the altar, no opposition was offered to his inclination, and
he retired to learn perfection into the holy isle of Lerins,
the nursery of saints. On the death of S. Arthemius,
Bishop of Sens, in A.D. 609, with the consent of the king,
Lupus was elected to the vacant seat.

The piety, gentleness, and zeal of the bishop became
renowned ; but among the coarse-minded courtiers of King
Theoderic II. and Brunehaut, many a scandalous jest or
slanderous tale circulated relative to the great churchmen of
the day, and Lupus was not spared. Verosa, the daughter
of the late bishop, was always about with Lupus, and the
bishop seemed very fond of her. Folkar, a noble, godson
of Betto, the bishop’s father, full of indignation, hastened to
Sens, and told Lupus what was said of him.

The bishop smiled, and summoned the young girl into

.

»ie
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his presence before Folkar ; then, laying his hands on her
shoulders, he stooped and kissed her pure brow.

“ The ugly words of men matter nothing, when the
conscience is white,” said Lupus; “I love the maiden
dearly, but purely, in Jesus Christ my King.”

On the death of Theoderic, Clothair II., son of Chilperic,
and King of Neustria, invaded Austrasia and Burgundy.
His officer, Blidebod, laid siege to Sens, and took it by
storm ; the troops bursting in began to cut down and spear
every one they met, when Lupus, flying to the church,
caught the belltope and pulled it. The clang of the
bell arrested the soldiers, panic fell on them, and they
retired.

Burgundy having fallen under the power of Clothair, the
king exiled Lupus to Neustria, which was still in part
Pagan: and the saintly prelate spent his time, whilst in
banishment, preaching to and baptizing the idolaters.

The chief accuser of Lupus had been Medegisl, Abbot of
S. Remi, who hoped to obtain the archbishopric when
Lupus was removed; but the people, infuriated at his
conduct, burst into the church of S. Remi, and tore the
abbot to pieces. At this time S. Winebald was abbot at
Troyes, a man of great sanctity and generally esteemed. At
the request of the Archdeacon of Sens, he sought Clothair,
and entreated him to restore Lupus to his afflicted flock.
The abbot wrung consent from the king, and then hast-
ened into Neustria to find the bishop and bring him back
to Sens.

The return of Lupus to his diocese was a triumph,
miracles and enthusiastic crowds attested his sanctity and
popularity.

One day, we are told, Lupus was saying mass, when a
jewel suddenly dropped into the chalice. This was regarded
as miraculous, though it had probably become detached
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from his mitre or other vestments ; and it was preserved in
the treasury as a relic.

Clothair sent for the bell of S. Stephen’s, which had
wrought such a panic among his soldiers, and had arrested
the massacre of the Senonese, and it was taken to Paris,
but as it did not seem to him very remarkable, he sent it
back again, and it was received with pomp of banners and
procession by the people.

Lupus died in A.D. 623, in the village of Brinon, and was
buried under the eaves of the church of S. Columba at
Sens, according to his dying wish. The story is told of
him, that when exiled from Sens, he cast his ring into the
moat. Shortly before his return, a fisherman caught a
barbel at Melun, in_whose belly he found the ring, which
was taken back to the cathedral, where it is still preserved.

The story is told also of S. Kentigern, S. Atilal of
Zamora, S. Arnald, Bishop of Metz ; S. Maurillus, S. Benno,
and S. Egwin, Bishop of Worcester, who are said in like
manner to have thrown away the keys of their churches,
and to have found them again in fishes.

But the story is a very common and ancient one ; it is told
of Solomon, who lost his ring and with it his power ; he then
became captive, and not till it was found in a fish’s stomach
and returned to his finger, did he recover his throne and
power. The story is found also in the ¢ Arabian Nights ”
(Night 495), and is the same as the Indian legend of
Sakontala. It is found among Aleutian tales, but in this
case it is a golden bowl which is swallowed.®

1 Tendlau, Judischer Legende, Nr. 39.
3 Radloff, Volkslitteratur d. Tiirkischen Stimme Siid Sibiriens, Petersb, 1.

p. 115, 868—goa. Compare also Pauli, Schimpf u. Ernst, No. 635, Jubinal, Nouveau
Recueil, i, p. 1, Heidelberger Jahrbucher, Nr. 1867, p. 78.
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S. NIVARD, ABP. OF RHEIMS.

(aBOUT A.D. 673.)

[Gallican and Roman Martyrologies. Authority:—A Life by Almann,
monk of Altvillars, in the gth cent. ]

S. N1varD or Nivon belonged to the family of the Kings
of Austrasia. The name of his four brothers were Bavo,
Theoderam, S. Gundebert, and Baldwin; his brother-in-
law, Childeric, had a daughter, who married S. Regulus
(Reuil), afterwards Archbishop of Rheims.

S. Nivard was elected about the year 649 to the arch-
bishopric of Rheims. No particulars of any interest have

been related concerning him.

S. GILES, AB.
(ABOUT A.D. 712.)

[Roman Martyrology; some of the additions to Bede’s Martyrology.
Not Usuardus. Gallican Martyrologies. VYork, Sarum, and modern
Anglican Kalendars. The Lives of S. Giles are all later than the 8th cent. ;-
full of anachronisms and marvels. They make Giles son of a Greek king,
who came to S. Czesarius, B. of Arles, and met Flavius, King of the Goths ;
then, by orders of Charles Martel, King of the Franks, he went to Orleans.
S. Ceesarius died A.D. 542, Charles Martel in A.D. 741. Mabillon ‘*unum
illud pro certo enuntiat, Acta S. Agidii nullius pene esse momenti ; adeoque
idonea non esse ad factum aliquod historicum stabiliendum. Huic censurze,”
says the Bollandist father, ‘* libenter subscribo cum eruditis omnibus.")

A1L the earlier part of the legend of S. Giles is purely
fabulous. It relates that he was a Greek of Athens, son of
Theodore and Pelagia, who sailed to Marseilles and became
acquainted with S. Casarius of Arles. This must be cast
aside as utterly legendary, and we come to what appears to
be history.

W




S. GILES. After Cahier.
Sept., p. 8.] [Sept. 1.






Sept. 1.} S. Giles . 9

One day Childebert, King of the Franks, according to
some ; according to others, Wamba, King of the Goths,’
was following the chase in the forests on the side of the
Rhone where it flows into the Mediterranean, when a doe
was started, and pursued by the hunters, fled for refuge
to a cave, and penetrated into it ; an arrow was shot after
it. The hunters entered the grotto, and found a white-
haired hermit sheltering the doe, with the arrow in his
shoulder. For the old man had lived long in this solitary
place, nourished by the milk of the doe.

The king, touched, as these wild but simple natures almost
always were, by the sight of this grand old man, almost
naked, caused the wound to be dressed, returned often to
see him, and at last made him consent to the erection of a
monastery upon the site of his grotto, of which he became
abbot.

The fame of the venerable Giles reached the ears of
Charles Martel, and he sent for him to Orleans. The
abbot made the journey, saw and conversed with the iron
hero. On his return to Provence, he was greeted with the
news that two cedar doors had been washed up on the
strand. They were at once, by his orders, removed and fitted
to entrances of the church of hisabbey. Such was the origin
of that celebrated and powerful abbey of S. Giles, which
became one of the great pilgrim shrines of the Middle Ages,
and gave birth to a town, the capital of a district whose
name was borne with pride by one of the most powerful
feudal races, and which retains still a venerable church,
classed amongst the most remarkable monuments of sculp-
ture and architecture.

S. Giles is represented in art in monastic habit with his

' The Lives say King Flavian; no such name is known among the Visigothic
kings. Wamba reigned from 672 to 68o.
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hind at his side, his hand resting on its head and pierced
with an arrow.

The relics of S. Giles are preserved at S. Sernin in Tou-
louse. S. Giles is reckoned in Germany as one of the
Vierzehn Noth-helfer. On his day at Valencia, it is the
custom to bless a sprig of fennel
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September 2.

S. ANTONINUS, M. at Apamea in Syria.

SS. Zeno, CoNCORDIUS, AND OTHERS, MM. at Nicomedia; A.D. 363.
S. Justus, B. of Lyons; circ. A.D. 390.

S. ELriD1US, Ab. tn the Marches of Ancona; sthcent.

S. NonNosUs, A8, on Mount Soracte in Italy; 6th cent.

S. AGRICOLA, B. of Avignon; circ. A.D. 700.

S. WiLLIAM, B. of Roskilde, in Denmark; A.D. 1076.

S. STEPHEN, K. of Hungary, at Stuklweissenburg ; A.D. 1038,

B. MARGARET, V.M, at Lowvain: A.D. 1220,

S. ANTONINUS, M.

(DATE UNCERTAIN.)

[Roman Martyrology. Ado, Usuardus, &c. His veneration in Syria can
be traced to the 6th cent., as may be seen from a passage in a book quoted
at the Council of Constantinople in 536; see Labbaeus, v. 243. The
Greek Menology in Nov.g. Authorities :—Mentioned in the Menza and
Menology.]

AINT ANTONINUS was a stone-cutter in Syria,
who, entering an idol temple, rebuked the people
for worshipping images of stone. Then he went
away, and for two years lived with a hermit

named Theotimus, among the rocks. At the end of this

time he returned to the city and temple, and, in a fit of zeal,
struck and felled the image of the god in it. He was
hustled out, and threatened, but was not injured. It is
therefore probable that the period was late, not earlier than
the reign of Constantine, or Constantius. He went to

Apamea, where the bishop employed him to build a church

to the Holy Trinity. He was killed by the people in a riot,

for they were incensed at the erection of a church, and pro-
pably at the compulsory closing of the temples.
By a curious mistake, the people of Pamiers in the south
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of France, have thought that Apamaa meant their city, and
have, therefore, constituted S. Antoninus their patron.
They have composed for him a harrowing martyrdom, and
have succeeded in discovering his bones at Pamiers. The
body is now at Palencia, translated thither from Pamiers.

SS. ZENO, CONCORDIUS, AND OTHERS, MM.
(a.p.:362.)
[Roman Martyrology. Authorities :—The purely fabulous Acts.j

ZEeNo and his two sons, Concordius and Theodore, Pater-
nus, a tribune, and his wife Theodota, sixty-eight soldiers,
a mother and her two little children, Serapion and seventy-
two soldiers, Cusconus, Menalippus and Joseph, are said
by the apocryphal acts to have suffered at Nicomedia, under
the apostate Julian. As Julian did not persecute the Church,
such martyrdoms could not have taken place under him.
The Greeks know nothing of the story. A certain Zeno
is said by them to have been killed in boiling lead, but
there is no reason for supposing him to have been the same
as the Zeno who, it is fabled, suffered under Julian. A
Melanippus is also commemorated, but where he suffered is
not stated. In the acts Zeno is executed with the sword.
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S. NONNOSUS, AB.
(6TH CENT.)

[Modern Roman Martyrology, inserted by Baronius, Authority :—Men-
tioned in the Dialogues of S. Gregory the Great, Lib. i. c. 7.]

S. NonNosus was abbot of a monastery which had been
founded ‘on Mount Soracte by Carloman. He is said by
S. Gregory the Great to have prayed that a huge stone
which encumbered the garden of the monastery might be
removed, and the rock at once rolled from the spot down
the mountain-side. =

The body of S. Nonnosus is now at Friesingen, in
Bavaria.

S. WILLIAM, B. OF ROSKILDE.
(A.p. 1076.)

[Danish Kalendars. Authorities :—Saxo Grammaticus Hist. Den. lib. xi.]

S. WiLLiam of Roskilde was an English priest, chaplain
to King Canute. In a voyage to Denmark which he made
with the king, William was so moved with compassion at
the sight of the barbarism and superstition of the Danes,
that he resolved to tarry in Denmark, and preach there the
Gospel. He was elevated to the episcopal throne of
Roskilde in 1044 on the death of Aage, the second bishop,
by King Swend Estrithson. At this time he was at the
court of that magnificent prelate Adalbert of Bremen, who
aspired to the patriarchate of the North of Europe. He
was brought from Bremen to the isle of Seeland, and there
consecrated Bishop of Roskilde. At this time another
English bishop, Eilbert, occupied the see of Funen.

Swend was warmly attached to William, and the bishop
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reciprocated his affection with no less ardour. Yet William
was not disposed to let his attachment interfere with what
he believed to be his duty.

On the death of his wife, Gunhild, Swend married his
step-daughter, Guda, daughter of Gunhild by her first
husband, King Anund of Sweden. Such a marriage offended
public decency as well as church law. William and Egino,
Bishop of Dalbye, rebuked the king, and when he would
not listen to their remonstrances, they appealed to Adalbert
of Bremen. The archbishop wrote to Swend, threatening
him with excommunication. “Let the haughty prelate
beware,” said the king, “or I will tear down his church,
and translate the archbishopric from Bremen to Ham-
burg.”

Adalbert appealed to Rome. Pope Victor II. and the
Emperor Henry IV. both wrote to Swend, and this, together
with the repeated injunctions of S. William, induced the
king to separate from Gudain ro55. After this he remained
unmarried.

The conduct of Adalbert irritated Swend so greatly, that
he expressed his wish to have an archbishopric erected in
his own domains. He had S. William undoubtedly in view,
and had he succeeded, Roskilde would have been consti-
tuted the metropolitan see of the North. But the powerful
opposition of Adalbert prevented the execution of his design,
and half a century later, Lund instead of Roskilde was
elevated to this dignity.

One New Year’s Eve there was much drunkenness at the
royal board ; and during the feast some of those at table
whispered words concerning the king which were not compli-
mentary. Their wordswere repeated. The revellers staggered
in the early morning, before dawn, to the church of the
Holy Trinity, to hear matins ; and the furious Swend
detached some of his body-guard to kill the jesters in the

[
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church. Swend himself proceeded in state to the house of
God somewhat later to hear mass; but S. William came
forth in his pontificals, and barred the way against the king
with his pastoral staff. “Stand back, executioner!” The
body-guard drew their swords, still stained with blood shed
on the holy floor, and threatened the bishop. His coun-
tenance was unmoved, and he did not swerve from his post.

Swend turned round, and walked gloomily back to his
palace. The fumes of wine wore off ; conscience spoke ;
and, feeling how guilty he had been, in an access of remorse,
he stripped off his royal robes, and barefoot he sought
the church, flung himself before the door, and kissed the
earth.

In the meantime the bishop had begun mass. But when
he heard that the king was at the door, he arrested the
chanting, went to the gates, absolved Swend, embraced him,
and bade him re-apparel himself in his royal robes. Two
days Swend remained shut up in his palace; on the third
he went to the church in state, ascended to the high altar,.
and before all the people, confessed his crime, praised the
mercy of the bishop, who had given him absolution so
readily, and endowed the church of Roskilde, in expiation,
with large estates in Seeland. The year in which this took
place is not stated, but Suhm thinks it was in 1041, shortly
before Swend’s abortive attempt on England.

The king’s affection for S. William was not shaken by
these acts ; he manifested the warmest love both for the

- bishop and his church.

After a reign of thirty years, King Swend Estrithson
died in Jutland at the end of April, 1076, so beloved by his
people that he was allowed in the last parliament of his
bonders that he held to nominate his successor; a right
which no King of Denmark possessed without their consent,
as the crown was elective. He made his bonders promise
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that he should be buried in Roskilde cathedral, which
Bishop William had erected, and which he had endowed.

His body was afterwards brought to Seeland, and placed
at Ringsted, till the cathedral was completed, and ready to
receive it. When the church was ready, S. William ordered
two graves to be made side by side, assuring the clergy that
he had often prayed God not to part him from his monarch
and best friend, and that he knew he would be laid beside
him.

Then he rode to meet the funeral convoy; and when he
came to a forest which lies between Roskilde and Ringsted,
he bade his attendants hew down branches, and fashion a
bier, which was to be borne after him.

And now in the distance was seen, winding through the
fern, under the beech leaves, browning with the first
autumnal tints, the black procession, and the wailing chant
of the priests reached the bishop’s ear.

He descended from his horse, drew off his coat, and laid
himself on the sward, lifting his hands and eyes to the sky
that twinkled through the shifting network of leaves, and
prayed God to join him to his dear king. So, thus lying
on the bilberries and sweet grass, whilst nearer and louder
waxed the advancing “De profundis,” his spirit sweetly
sped. “ They were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in
death they were not divided.”

When the convoy bearing the dead kmg came to the
spot, the servants of the bishop had laid their dead master
on his leafy bier, and the two parties united in one sad wail
of sorrow for both the holy dead.

In process of time the church was enlarged by a succeed-
ing bishop; and when the new building was well-nigh
finished, the tomb of Bishop William was removed to make
room for the columns of the choir. That night, so runs
the legend, the saintly prelate appeared to the sacristan,
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who slept within the building. “Why,” said he, “have I
been parted from my friend ?” then he struck the walls with
his crozier, and down they fell about the ears of the alarmed
sacristan, who, however, escaped scathless from among the
ruins. |

In the sixteenth century Bishop Urn caused his bones to
be disinterred and placed in a pewter coffin in a hole of a
pillar of the choir, over which his portrait was painted in
fresco ; and there they remain to this day undisturbed.

B. MARGARET OF LOUVAIN, V.M,
(A.D. 1220.)

[Roman and Belgian Martyrologies. The cultus of Margaret hegan im-
mediately upon her death, as we learn from Cesarius of Heisterbach, a
contemporary, in his Dialogue, vi. 34, who has given there her history.
Czesarius at the time was Prior of Villars, only a few miles distant. His
Dialogus Miraculorum was written in 1222, In addition to the account of
Caesarius, there is a larger account by an anonymous writer of the same
date.]

AT the beginning of the thirteenth century there lived in
Louvain a citizen and his wife, worthy people, keeping a
tavern, who had a kinswoman, named Margaret, a pious,
modest girl, as their servant. It was the intention of the
good folks to go to Villars, on the 2nd of September, 1220,
and there to renounce the world and enter the Cistercian
Order. They had disposed of their goods, and had all

their money in the house, intending to take it with them.

‘On the eve of the expedition, after it was dark, some

ruffians, knowing the intention of Amandus and his wife,
entered the house, under the pretence that they had come to
bid them good-bye. The worthy man at once sent forth
Margaret to buy some wine that he might regale his visitors.
No sooner was she gone, than the ruffians fell on him and

his wife, murdered them, and seized on their money.
VOL. X. 2




=

18 Lzves of the Saints. (Sept. 5.

Margaret unhappily returned before they left, and they
ordered her to follow them,

They hasted from the house, and took their way out of
the town, the gates of which were not yet closed, and did
not tarry till they had reached a little tavern. There they
halted, and called for wine ; Margaret they roughly ordered
to sit down, they had threatened her before with instant
death should she open her mouth. The poor girl remained
silent; but with streaming eyes. Her evident distress
excited the sympathy of the hostess, and when the men
left the house, she followed at a distance.

The robbers were now uncertain what should be done

. with Margaret. It was impossible to take her further,

her feet lagged with fear. One of them offered to make her
his wife, but the rest refused to permit it ; she had been a
witness to their crime, and her voice must be silenced.
Thereupon one with his dagger slit her throat, then stabbed
her in the side, and flung her into the sluggish Dyle.

Next morning the murder of Amandus and his wife
set all Louvain in excitement.  Search was made for
Margaret, and the hostess of the tavern told what she had
seen and overheard. Butin the meantime the body of the girl
had been found by two fishermen, who, fearing lest suspicion
should attach to them if they produced the corpse, hastily
buried it in the bank. That night lights shone and danced
over the spot. Attention was drawn to it. The corpse was
extricated and transported nearer to Louvain, and a chapel
built over it by the side of the river.

Popular tradition has somewhat improved on the story,
and tells that the body swam against the stream to the gates
of Louvain, accompanied by a choir of angels, whereas the
body was in reality dug out of the bank where the fisher-
men had laid it and transported by road, accompanied by
the choir of the collegiate church of S. Peter.
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On the finding of the body, 2 woman who had been at
work in the fields ran up with her pot of porridge in her
hand, and when she heard people exclaim that the body
was that of a saint, she said, “ It is no more that of a saint
than my porridge is boiling I’ whereon suddenly the oatmeal
began to bubble and steam.

The murderers were afterwards caught and executed.

S. STEPHEN, K.C.

(A.D. 1038.)

[Roman Martyrology. Authorities :—The Vita S. Stephani (major),
written not long after the king’s death ; the Vita minor, written after 1083,
also by an anonymous writer. Another Life by Hartwig the Bishop (13th
cent.), a compilation from the above. Chronicon Posoniense (A.D. gg7—
1203), the Chronicon Hungarorum mixtum (A.D. 1220), and other early
Hungarian writers. ]

DuRrING the last decade of the ninth century the Magyars,
a Tartar race from the shores of the Caspian, invaded and
conquered Hungary. They marched under a chief, Arpad,
who planted his banner on Mount Pannonius, the birth-
place of S. Martin, and claimed for himself a district, of
which Alba Regia, or Stuhlweissenburg, was the centre, and
extended his domains as far as the Neusiedler Lake. Six
other clans with their chiefs had invaded Hungary at the
same time, and settled on other portions of the vast plain,
They owed a rough capricious allegiance to Arpad. In
go7 Arpad died, and was succeeded by his son Zoltan, who
led the Magyars through the Alps against the Venetians.

The progress of the Magyars westward was finally checked
in the great battle of Augsburg, where they were defeated
by the Emperor Otho the Great, as related in the life of
S. Ulric (July 4th).

Geza, who became chief of the Magyars in 972, sur-




20 Lives of the Saints. (Sept. 2.

rendered the province of Austria to Leopold, Duke of
Suabia, and made peace with the emperor.

Geza was a shrewd ruler. He saw that the Magyars
contrasted unfavourably with the civilized nations that sur-
rounded them. They were a wandering race, impatient of
settled habits, and therefore impossible to civilize till brought
to a different frame of mind. Geza'was aware that the only
influence that could alter the character of this nomad
people was Christianity, and he invited Christian monks
and priests to labour in Hungary for the conversion of his
people. At the same time he encouraged the settlement
of German colonies in his territories, hoping that the dili-
gence and thrift of these foreigners would teach a lesson
to the haughty, reckless Magyars.

Geza himself never, probably, was baptized ; religion was
with him a matter of politics more than of conscience. “I
am rich enough to serve any and all gods,” he said, con-
temptuously. But he caused his son to be brought up a
Christian. Geza had married Sarolta, daughter of Gyula,
Prince of Transylvania, a Christian. She is said to have
had a dream, in which she saw the first martyr Stephen,
who informed her that her son would convert his people to
the faith of Christ, and should be called after him, Stephen.
In due course of time a son was born, named by his father,
Vaik, and his education was entrusted to two Benedictine
monks ; but his baptism did not take place till he was
sixteen years old, when he received the name of Istvan
(Stephen). His father, fearing that the heathen Magyars
would rebel against the changes which he foresaw his
son would introduce, took the precaution to obtain from
them oaths of allegiance to Stephen during his own life-
time,

Geza died in A.D. 997, and Stephen was only twenty
years old when he became chief of the restless horde of

A
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Hungarians, which it was his mission to scourge into sub-
mission and Christianity.

A general suspicion prevailed among the Magyars that
the prince meant to use the foreigners whom his father had
introduced and planted throughout the country, as means
for gaining absolute mastery over his Magyar subjects.
The Germans had built villages and walled towns, and
occupied places of vantage within reach of one another,
throwing a chain over the whole country ; the Hungarian
rambled freely over the wild plains, driving his cattle before
him, or spending his time in hunting. The Germans, whom
the politic Geza had introduced, looked to the prince as
their support, for their prosperity depended on the main-
tenance of peace, and peace was abhorrent to the Magyars.
Consequently the king could always fall back on the Germans
when menaced by the turbulence of his own people. Stephen
continued the good policy of his father. Where the sus-
picions of the people must be disarmed, and yet a strong-
hold be established to overawe them, he endowed a mo-
nastery, and walled it round like a fortress. Thence, in
tranquil times the monks could disseminate lessons of
peace and submission to authority and diligence, and there-
into in times of danger he could throw an armed force.

The discontent and mistrust ripened daily, and finally
broke out in open revolt. Kupa, Prince of Somagy, a grand-
son of Arpad, put himself at the head of a formidable body
of insurgents, and Stephen was forced to take up arms in
self defence. Kupa proclaimed himself a champion of the
ancient faith, but his religious zeal covered designs of private
ambition. He saw no reason why he should not supplant
Stephen, and become chief of the Magyars. To advance
his scheme, he had asked in marriage Adelheid, Geza’s
widow, but had been rejected. Religious zeal, ambition,
and mortification urged him on; and round his banner
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rallied large swarms of discontented Hungarians. Stephen,
on the other hand, was supported by the Magyars of his
own clan or tribe, and by all the German colonists scattered
throughout the country, shut in behind their walls, or
issuing to harass and cut off the flying companies of the
Magyars. Stephen pitched his camp on a plain near the river
Gran, and sent messengers to Kupa, offering terms of peace.
Meanwhile, to inspire his men with enthusiasm, he held a
solemn festival, in the course of which he was invested, after
the German fashion, with the baldric and sword of a knight.
Thus armed, Stephen made a vow, in the presence of all the
magnates, to devote a third of the spoils of the enemy to the
abbey of S. Martin on Mount Pannonius. Two consecrated
banners blazing with the forms of S. Martin and S. George
were borne before the army; that now broke up its camp
and advanced to the relief of Veszprem, which was invested
by the insurgents.

There a decisive battle was fought ; Kupa flung himself
at the head of a body of Magyar horsemen against the centre
of the Christian host, but was unable to break the iron wall
of mailed Germans. Kupa’s horse fell under him ; before
the prince could rise, his head was hacked off, and held
aloft on the point of a spear. The bravest of the Magyars,
now fighting with desperation, died in heaps on the spot
under the battle-axes of the Germans, the rest threw down
their arms and surrendered.

The victory was stained by no acts of cruelty. A third
of the spoil went to endow the splendid monastery of S. Mar-
tin, called thenceforth the Abbey of the Holy Hill, which
was subjected immediately to the apostolic throne.

The body of Kupa was quartered and nailed to the gates
of the four capitals, Raab, Veszprem, Gran, and Weissenburg
in Transylvania. Then Stephen gave orders for the com-
plete, unsparing extirpation of the ancient religion of his
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people. The altars were overthrown, and the priceless old
heroic and mythologic poems, the heirlooms of the nation
from remote ages, were ruthlessly destroyed.  Stephen would
not only Christianize but Germanize Hungary by force.
Every Magyar found worshipping under the sacred oaks, by
fountains, or before lichened rocks, was ordered to be put
to death by drowning. = These barbarous laws were inflicted
on the whole trembling land, and the Magyar groaned under
the iron despotism of a prince of his own race, who scourged
him with the arm of an alien whom he abhorred.

But it was not enough to forcibly extinguish paganism,
the blank must be filled, and Stephen invited hosts of clergy
to enter his realm and give a faith to the hearts he forbade
to believe in their old religion. And to make it worth the
while of clergy to come to this arduous field, he proceeded
torichly endow the Church in Hungary. He founded an arch-
bishopric at Kalocsa, and divided the land into ten dioceses.

Stephen was resolved to give himself and his dynasty a
firmer position than that of elected Vaivod of Hungary, he
determined to constitute himself king in name as well as in
fact, when he broke the power of his unruly nation. He
therefore sent Anastasius, Abbot of Pecsvarad, whom he had
nominated to the archbishopric of Kalocsa, on a mission to
the Pope, to obtain from him a consecrated crown and
sceptre.

Meanwhile, the same idea seems to have struck Duke
Boleslas I. of Poland, who sent an embassy to Rome on the
same mission. The Poles reached Rome before the Hun-
garians, and the Pope at once ordered the manufacture by
a skilful goldsmith of a hemispherical crown, crossed by two
arches, and surmounted by ball and cross. In front of the
crown, over the brow, was an enamel figure of the Saviour
set in pearls, and the border was adorned with precious
stones and figures of the apostles.-

2
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Otho III. of Germany was then in Rome; it accorded
with his wishes that Stephen, rather than Boleslas, should
enjoy the title of king. He urged the prior claims of the
Hungarian, about to be married to Gisela, sister of Henry
of Bavaria ; and Pope Sylvester, pretending that an angel
had appeared to him in sleep, and forbidden him to give
the crown to Boleslas, conferred it on Stephen.

The enthusiastic eloquence of Anastasius, head of the
Hungarian embassy, no doubt conduced largely to this favour-
able change of design. When he spoke to the Pope of the
virtues of Stephen, and how he had converted his unbelieving
people, stubborn against renouncing the religion of their
ancestors for a new one of which they knew nothing but the
name, of how he laboured with voice and arm in the mission
field, persuading some, and compelling those who were deaf
to persuasion, Sylvester exclaimed—*“I am called apostolic,
but your prince is truly an apostle.” The title of Apostolic
has ever since been borne by the Kings of Hungary.

Sylvester' confirmed all the ecclesiastical arrangements
made by Stephen, and granted to him and his successors
the right of regulating the affairs of the Hungarian Church.
Then, further to insure its independence of other countries,
he consecrated three bishops, Anastasius, Dominicus, a
monk who accompanied the embassy from Hungary, and
also the legate whom he intended to send to the Hungarian
king. These, then, on their arrival, proceeded to the con-
secration of the other bishops appointed by Stephen to the
ten dioceses into which he had divided the kingdom. The
Pope gave the king a patriarchal cross of two cross-pieces,
to be borne before him in battle. S. Stephen went to meet
his ambassadors, on their return, listened standing to the
Pope’s letter of greeting, and bent his knee whenever the
name of Sylvester was pronounced as though it were the
name of Jesus.

Y
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The coronation of Stephen took place at Pressburg, in
A.D. 1o0o. The ancient ceremony is observed to this day
whenever an Emperor of Austria receives the crown of
Hungary. The Archbishop of Kalocsa placed the gold
crown given by the Pope on Stephen’s head, after which the
king mounted his white horse, and rode to the summit of
the mound in the market place of Pressburg, and there,
after swearing 'to uphold the constitation, and respect the
rights of the people, he waved his huge sword north, south,
east, and west, to signify his determination to defend his
country from all enemies, from whichever quarter they might
arise. After the coronation the crown, sceptre, ball, shoes,
and mantle were taken, first to Stuhlweissenburg, then to
Veszprem, and lastly to the royal Castle of Pressburg, where
they were guarded with the greatest care and reverence.

Shortly after his coronation, Stephen celebrated his
marriage to Gisela, sister of the Emperor, Henry the Second,
to whom he had been betrothed for six years.

We do not hear much of her, except that she was a good,
quiet, colourless lady, with a special devotion to needlework.
One monument of her industry still remains, in the blue
satin mantle embroidered with figures of the Blessed Virgin
Saints, which has been worn for centuries by every Hun-
garian king at his coronation,

But Stephen’s new title did not bring him rest or peace;
he was the pioneer of civilization, and that a compulsory
one. The Magyars had no wish for change in their habits,
government, or religion. The use of Latin in the religious
services of the Church proved a great obstacle to their
acceptance of Christianity ; for the Magyars were passion-
ately attached to their native tongue, and regarded every
attempt to supersede it as an attack on that nationality
which every Magyar upheld as tenaciously and proudly
then as he does at the present day.
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One of the places to which Kupa’s quartered body had
been sent was Weissenburg, capital of Transylvania. It
arrived just as they were burying Gyula, Prince ot Transyl-
vania, the father of Stephen’s mother. Gyula himself had
been baptized and had embraced the faith of the Greek
Church, but his son Gyula was an avowed Pagan. Kupa's
mutilated body announced that Transylvania was to submit
to Christianity and the sovereign supremacy of the new
king ; and rather than do this Transylvania rose in arms,
under the leadership of Gyula the younger. Stephen led
his army in person, and his battle-cry was “God and the
Blessed Virgin !” The baitle ended in the complete rout
of Gyula, who was taken along with his wife and children.
Stephen flung the Prince into chains, and ordered that he
should be kept imprisoned till he should consent to be
baptized. The saintly king had a high opinion of the virtue
of compulsion in making Christians. But Gyula grew grey
and died in prison rather than accept a religion in which he
could not believe.

With the spoils of the Transylvanian chiefs Stephen built
a splendid church at Stuhlweissenburg, which he intended
for the royal city. But there was no blessing on the treasure
of Gyula, as the chronicle says, for the building was after-
wards destroyed by fire. Stephen himself laid the founda-
tion stone of the church, whose costly marble walls, alabaster
altars, and gold and silver ornaments, made it one of the
most magnificent edifices of the time.

Stephen now turned his attention especially to the political
reorganization of his people. He did away with the old
divisions into tribes, and divided Hungary into counties, each
governed by its count, assisted by his palatine, and the orders
of the Burg-graf, and the Hof-graf, were executed by a host of
subordinate magistrates, stewards, and judges. The knights
and nobles were made vassals of the crown ; the people
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were not subjected to feudal bondage to the nobles, but
were required to render them certain services ; and through-
out the country there were serfs who belonged to the crown.
This system, which was found eminently serviceable for the
civilization of Hungary, was thought by the Magyars in after
times to have been directly inspired by heaven.

In the year 1004 Otto, Doge of Veuice, who had heard of
the fame of Stephen, came in person to Hungary, to ask the
hand of his sister Gisela. In the same year also, to the
joy of the king and people, a son was born to Stephen, and
named Imer or Emeric. The care of his education was
entrusted to monks, who imbued him with religious prin-
ciples, but fitted him rather for the cloister than for the
duties of his station.

Meantime, Stephen was again obliged to engage in war to
suppress a new revolt which broke out under Achtum,
margrave of a district lying on the borders of Transylvania,
between the Maro, Theiss, and the Danube. Achtum was a
member of the Greek Church, and was disposed to acknow-
ledge the Byzantine Emperor as his feudal lord, in place of
Stephen, hoping thereby to obtain more independence.

Stephen’s army assembled at Kalocsa, and the king was
on the point of crossing the Theiss when Sunnad, the chief
officer of Achtum, came to him, having deserted the rebel
chief. From this man Stephen obtained all the information
he required relative to the extent of the revolt and the force
of the enemy. Sunnad was rewarded by being elevated
to the position of Count of Maros.

About the same time an attack of the Petschenegen
Tartars was successfully repulsed. Shortly afterwards sixty
of the richest families of the tribe came to Hungary with
all their treasure, wishing to settle there; but on the
boundary they were attacked and plundered by the
Magyars. Stephen’s displeasure was great when the news

e
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reached his ears. The robbers were, by his order, hanged
in couples on the frontier, as a warning to the Magyars
not to maltreat foreigners and would-be settlers amongst
them. :

S. Stephen is said by a public act to have placed all his
dominions under the special patronage of the Virgin Mary.
Finding that the morals of his subjects were not quite
what they should be, he peremptorily ordered every man in
his kingdom to be married, excepting only infants and
ecclesiastics, and idolators, to the latter of whom marriage
was strictly forbidden, lest they should propagate their
obstructive and unbelieving prejudices by becoming fathers
of families. Stephen was easy of access to people of all
ranks, and listened to every one’s complaints without
distinction. He was specially considerate to widows and
orphans, and throughout the kingdom made provision for
their support out of the royal funds.

He was accustomed daily to distribute large alms to
swarms of beggars, who lived round the palace in penury,
idleness, and dirt. One day that he was scattering his
charities amongst this ragged crew, the swarm, in their
jealousy of one another and eagerness to get close to the
king, came to blows, and in the confusion S. Stephen was
thrown down, and in their rage with one another, and in the
general scuffle for the money, they belaboured him with
their crutches and staves, pulled his hair and beard, tore his
clothes, and one sturdy beggar made off with his purse:
The stately Magyar magnates looked on, twirling their
moustaches, with scorn and ridicule, till the pile of wriggling,
screeching, fighting mendicants had dissolved, and exposed
the battered person of the king beneath ; then they lifted
him up with ironical politeness. But the king esteemed
himself happy in thus suffering, if we may believe his
biographers, and raising his hands to heaven, he thus
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addressed the Blessed Virgin : “ See, O Queen of Heaven |
in what manner I am requited by these members of thy
Son! But, as they are His friends, I receive their ill-treat-
ment with joy of heart.”

But the expression on the faces of his nobles who had
viewed this indecent scene, convinced him that if he wished
to retain their respect he must not again expose himself to
such treatment ; and after this he gave his charities through
the hands of an almoner. He was particularly anxious to
wash the dirty feet of poor men and cripples in public, but
found the attempt dangerous. The haughty nobles were
unable to appreciate the virtue of such an act, and before
their sneers and suppressed laughter he was obliged to
retreat, and perform the operation in private.

He lost no time in vain amusements; but divided his
day between the duties of religion and those which belonged
to his station. To the former he regularly allotted many
hours every day; and the latter he sanctified by doing
all to the glory of God and the advancement of true
religion.

Among the many benefactions of S. Stephen may be
mentioned the monastery of SS. Peter and Paul built by
him at Buda, a church of S. Stephen, a monastery for
twelve canons erected by him at Rome on the Ceelian hill,
a hostel for Hungarian pilgrims on the Vatican hill, a hostel
at Constantinople, and another, with church and convént
dedicated to S. George, at Jerusalem, for the entertain-
ment, at the king’s cost, of Hungarian pilgrims to the Holy
Land.

While thus occupied in his own country, Stephen heard
of the death of his brother-in-law, Henry II., Emperor of
Germany, and of the election of Conrad II to the impe-
rial throne. The late Emperor had founded the bishopric
of Bamberg, and endowed it with the greater part of his
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hereditary possessions. This was viewed with no favour-
able eye by his brothers, Bruno, Bishop of Augsburg, and
Conrad IL, who resolved on dividing and appropriating the
estates Henry had given to the see ; and Bruno proposed,
as he was without heir, to constitute Emeric, the son of
S. Stephen, his successor in the share of the estate which
fell to his lot; but S. Stephen refused to be a party to this
scheme, and begged the bishop to persuade the Emperor to
spare the bishopric. Shortly after, the Emperor Conrad
sent the Bishop of Strasburg on a mission to the court of
Constantinople ; but S. Stephen refused to allow the prelate
to pass through his domains, fearing lest the pomp of the
German bishop should fill his newly-converted Hungarians
with disgust.

The Emperor was aggrieved. Various other causes led
to a rupture. The Bavarians and Hungarians had bickered
over their borders. Complaining of incursions by the
Bavarians, the Hungarians, at the command of S. Stephen,
rose in arms to chastise them. This was an attack on the
Empire, and Conrad at once marched to repel it (A.D. 1031).
His army reached the Raab; but Henry, son of the
Emperor Conrad, succeeded in negotiating terms of agree-
ment, and Conrad withdrew the German army without
striking a blow, but built the castle of Steyer to watch the
frontier of the Hungarians, and left Count Ottocar in the
fortress of Enns to protect the lands of the Empire against
incursions.

Having thus secured peace, Stephen resolved to lay
aside the principal cares of government, and entrust them
to his son, then in his twenty-fourth year. The young
prince Emeric was dearly loved by his father, and had
obtained the respect, if not the affection, of the people by
his virtues, whilst the clergy, who expected great things
from his piety and gratitude, regarded him with the liveliest
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hopes. Great preparations were made for his coronation,
which was to take place at Stuhlweissenburg, in the
stately church erected by his father, when the messengers
who had been sent to conduct him to the ceremony returned
with news of his death. He died just six days before that
appointed for his coronation, leaving behind him the reputa-
tion of a pure and blameless life.

“God loved him, and therefore took him away early,”
exclaimed the poor, heart-broken father when the news
reached him. He never thoroughly recovered the shock,
which ruined the ambition of his life. He was obliged to
look beyond his family for a successor, and was very doubt-
ful whether he should find one who would carry out his
policy.

Of the elder line of Arpad there lived Basil; of the
younger, Andrew, and Bela Levente. But besides  these,
Stephen had a nephew of his own, named Peter, the son of
his sister Gisela and the Doge of Venice. The Doge having
been driven into exile, had died at Constantinople, and
his wife and son had taken refuge with Stephen. Gisela
was an intriguing woman; and fearing lest Stephen’s
choice might fall upon one of his cousins, plotted against
them.

One night the king was roused from sleep by the fall of a
dagger from the hand of an assassin, who had concealed
himself in his room, and was approaching the bed to murder
him.

-“If God be for me, who shall be against me?” calmly
said the king. The murderer fell on his knees, and declared
that he had been bribed to attempt the life of Stephen by
the king’s cousins, Andrew and Bela the wrestler. But there
can be little doubt that the princes were innocent, and that
the attempt at assassination was schemed by Gisela in order
to prejudice the king against his cousins. The princes were
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arrested ; but Stephen was so well satisfied of their inno-
cence that he released them. The man who had entered
his room, and dropped the dagger with sufficient noise to
awaken him, Stephen good-humouredly forgave, seeing
through the plot. But Gisela had succeeded already in
taking the representative of the elder line, Duke Basil, and
had blinded him, and poured molten lead into his ears.
When Stephen heard the news, he burst into tears, and
calling the other dukes to him, feebly advised them to fly
Hungary, lest his ferocious sister should succeed in making
away with them also. The latter part of Stephen’s reign
exhibits as remarkable weakness as the earlier part
was distinguished by vigour. He fell under the sway
of Gisela, adopted Peter, her son, as his heir, and an-
nounced his intention of leaving to him the crown of
Hungary.

But the crown of Hungary is elective, not hereditary, and
the magnates refused to recognise this right claimed by
Stephen, and though Peter ascended the throne after the
death of his uncle, he was speedily chased from it, and
Samuel Aba, a Magyar noble who had married a sister of
S. Stephen, was elected in his room.

While Stephen was engaged in building a cathedral at
Buda, he was attacked by a fever, and felt that his end drew
nigh. He assembled his magnates, gave them his last in-
structions, commended his kingdom to the patronage of the
Blessed Virgin, and after having received the last sacraments
expired on the Feast of the Assumption, the anniversary of his
coronation, August 15th, 1038, at the age of sixty, after a
reign of forty-one years.

Forty-five years after his death his body was exhumed and
placed in a rich chapel in the great church at Buda. He
was canonized by Benedict IX. Pope Innocent XI. in 1686
appointed his festival to be observed on the 2nd of Sep-
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tember, with an office for the whole Church, the Emperor
Leopold having on that day recovered Buda out of the
hands of the Turks. In Hungary, his chief festival is ob-
served on the 2oth of August, the day of the translation of
his relics. 7

View of the principal fagade of the Cathedral of Notre Dame, Paris, as it was in the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries,
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September 3,

S. PH®EBR, Deaconess at Cenchrea ; 15t cent.

S. SERAPIA, V.M. at Rome; A.D. 121.

S. BasiLissa, V.M. at Nicomedia ; cire. A.D. 309.

S ARISTEON, B.M. at Alexandria in Cilicia.

SS. Zeno AND CHARITO, M M.

S. MANSUETUS, B. of Tulle; circ. A.D. 375.

S. THEOCTISTUS, Ab. at Ferusalem ; A.D. 467.

The Ordination of S, GREGORY THE GREAT, at Rome; A.D. 590.
S. Macniss, B. of Connor ; A.D. §10.

S. REMACLE, B. of Maestricht; cire. A.D. 668.

SS. A1GULF, A5, AND COMPANIONS, MM, at Lerins ; A.D. 68o.

S. PH(EBE, DEACONESS.

(1IST CENT.)

[Roman Martyrology. Ado and Usuardus. Authority :—Rom. xvi. 1, 2.)

E|HEBE is the first, and one of the most important,
of the Christian persons, probably converts of
S. Paul, of whom detailed mention is made in the
last chapter of the Epistle to the Romans. She
was a deaconess of the Church of Cenchrea, and when she
went to Rome on private business, was commended to the
Roman Christians by the great apostle of the Gentiles, as
having “been a succourer of many, and of myself also.”
S. Paul calls her “a sister,” and some have thought that she
was his wife, but this is most improbable. From other
passages in his Epistles it is clear that S. Paul was not
married." On the other hand, S. Ignatius (d. 108), in his
Epistle to the Philadelphians, speaks of both S. Peter and
S. Paul as having been married.

1 y Cor, vii, 7, 8.

"
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S. BASILISSA, V.M.
(ABOUT A.D. 309.)

[Roman Martyrology, adopted from the Greek Menzea and Menology, by
Baronius. Authority :—~Mention in the Menzea.]

S. BasiLisSA was a little Christian child at Nicomedia, of
nine years old, who was beaten, and then thrown to lions in
the amphitheatre ; as the beasts would not touch the child,
she was taken away, the executioners carried her out of the
city, and when she implored to be allowed to rest awhile,
they placed her on a stone ; she struggled to her feet, spread
out her little arms in prayer, and her innocent spirit fled.

The judge who had sentenced her, Alexander by name,
is said to have been so shaken by the resolution and faith
of the child, that he became a Christian and suffered martyr-
dom. But this is probably a late addition to the story, it is
only found in the later and amplified narratives,

S. MANSUETUS, B,

(aBOUT A.D. 375.)

[Roman and Gallican Martyrologies. In Dempster's Scottish Menology
on March 19 and Sept. 3. Authorities :—Two Lives, both long posterior,
the second an amplification of the first, full of legendary matter, by Adso,
Abbot of Moutier-en-Der, in the 1oth cent.)]

MansuEetus of Toul was the first bishop of that see. It
is pretended by his biographer, trusting to popular tradition,
that- he was consecrated and sent into Gaul by S. Peter.
But what seems more probable is that he was long posterior.
He s said to have been an Irishman (Scotus), and Dempster
supposing that Scotus meant Scotchman, introduced him
into his Scottish menology. If he were one of the many
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Irish missionaries who carried the light of the Gospel into
Gaul and Germany and Switzerland, his date is later. The
fables related of Mansuetus are many. The son of the
prince of Toul fell into the river and was drowned ; Man-
suetus prayed, the boy came to the surface of the Moselle
and revived, after having been under water a night and
a day.

Nor were his miracles of restoring to life confined to
boys. A native of Ireland (Scotus) lost his pig, which
thieves had carried off, killed and eaten. He invoked
S. Mansuetus, and made a pilgrimage to Toul to deplore
the loss of his pig over the tomb of the saint. Great was
his delight to find a pig on his way back, which he could
appropriate and drive home to Ireland, under the assurance
that it was his own pig.

In 1790 the relics of S. Mansuetus were divided among
the canons of the church of Toul, that they might be pre-
served from the fury of the revolutionists. Many of the
fragments have been restored, and the cathedral of Toul
now possesses a shoulder, the church of S. Gengolf the
head, that of S. Nicholas-de-Port a rib.

The old crypt in which was the tomb ot S. Mansuetus (in
French Mansuy) is now private property. On the tomb he
is represented trampling on paganism, with the resuscitated
prince at his side.

S. MACNISS, B. OF CONNOR.
(a.p. 510.) :
[Irish Martyrologies. Authority :—A late Life, full of fable.]

AENGUS MACNISS, or son of Nissa, is said to have been
baptized by S. Patrick, and educated by S. Olcan (Feb. g).
One day when a boy he was set to watch cattle and went

7}
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to sleep. For his neglect the mother of S. Olcan took him
up and slapped him as children are wont to be slapped.
But the prospective virtue of Macniss resented the indignity,
and the lady’s arm became rigid. ;

When grown a man he went a pilgrimage to Jerusalem,
and brought away with him, as relics, some of the hair of
the Blessed Virgin and the dresses of the apostles, and one
of the chalices “from the great altar at Jerusalem.”

A man who had murdered his own father was condemned
by his kinsmen to lose his son. Macniss interfered, and
implored that the child might not be despatched till he
had reached a cairn at the top of a hill some short way
off. Macniss ran, and on ascending the cairn threw apart
his arms in prayer. At the same moment the Irishmen,
in execution of their rough justice, flung the child into
the air, to receive him on the points of their spears, but
a current of wind wafted him into the open arms of
Macniss, who adopted the child, called him Colman, and

he grew up to be bishop of Kill-ruaidh.
- Zngus Macniss is said to have held the Scriptures in such
high reverence, that when he was on his way from one
monastery to another, he would not strap the volume to his
back, but laid it between his shoulders and walked on all
fours, balancing it in its place with scrupulous care.

The Annals of Innisfallen say that Macniss died in 506
(i.e. 507), but the Annals of the Four Masters say 513 (Z.e
514)s

e~}
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S. REMACLE, B.

(ABOUT A.D. 668.)

]

[Roman Martyrology. Ado, Wandelbert, Hrabanus, and Notker, addi-
tions to Usuardus, Belgian, Gallican, and Benedictine Martyrologies.
Authority :—A Life by a monk of Stavelot, later as appears from the passage,
““Quod ad nostrum usque tempus inconvulsum durare videtur.” If the
writer wrote also the first book of miracles of S. Remacle, as is probable, he
lived in the gth cent. He wrote from tradition handed on in the monastery.
This, * Libellum de vita Remacli,” was afterwards enlarged by Notker of
Liege (d. 1008).]

THE father of Remacle was Albutius, 2 man of noble
birth. The child was given to S. Eligius to be educated by
him, and when he reached a suitable age was consecrated
regionary bishop ; and afterwards, in 650, on the death of
S. Amandus, Bishop of Maestricht.

Trudo, or Trond, a boy, the son of a noble of the country,
felt that craving for knowledge which characterized so many
in that age, and led them into the religious life. The boy,
unable to find rest in his father’s halls, among the fighting
men and those whose only thoughts and pleasures were the
sports of the forest and field, ran away, and through bush
and brake pushed his road to Maestricht, where he made
himself known to the saintly bishop, and implored him to
give him refuge, and put him in the way of acquiring know-
ledge. S. Remacle kissed the eager boy, and committed
him to his servants, ordering them to treat Trond with
respect.

“ Dirty little brat!” said the domestics, when their
master’s back was turned, “what does the bishop mean by
bidding us minister to such a ragged urchin ?”

S. Remacle put his head back into the room, and ordered
prompt obedience. *Judge not by the countenance,” said
he, “nor by the coat, but by the heart and mind, which
God regards.”

A




oI S. Remacle. 39

The bishop, in traversing his vast diocese, found that the
Ardennes was Christianized only in name ; he therefore
sought King Sigebert of Burgundy, and entreated him to
found two monasteries in that wild, forest-covered region of
hills and vales. The king at once acceded to his request,
and bade him seek suitable sites. Remacle chose Malmedy
and Stavelot, the latter a glade in the midst of dense forests
haunted by wolves and boars, where the peasants stabled
their cattle. The sunny spot, set in the midst of dark
woods, fascinated at once the mind of Remacle, and he
fixed on it as the site of a monastery. ' Its foundation was
laid in A.D. 651.

When old age broke Remacle, and he was no longer fit
to carry on the work of his diocese, he resigned the pastoral
work into the hands of Theodard, and retired to sunny
Stavelot, to end his days in that solitude where the only
sounds were the cooing of wood-pigeons, and the hoot of
owls, with, in winter, the dreary howl of the wolf. There
he passed to the Lord in, or about, the year 668.

Stavelot is now a town of 4000 inhabitants. Inits church
is preserved the very interesting shrine of S. Remacle.
It is 61t. long, of copper plates, gilt and enamelled ; the sides
flanked by fourteen canopied niches, containing silver-gilt
statuettes of the twelve Apostles of S. Remacle and S. Lam-
bert. At the ends, under the gables, are seated figures of
Our Lord, the Virgin and Child. The sloping roof is divided
into panels of reliefs in repoussée work, containing subjects
from the life of Our Lord, the sides, cornices, gables, &c.,
are encrusted with precious stones, beryl, opal, turquoise,
&c. During the French Revolution the shrine, still con-
taining the saint’s bones, was placed in a large cask and sunk
under water. It is probably a work of the 14th century.

The only remains of the abbey church is part of a
Romanesque tower.
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The remembrance of S. Remacle cleaves to many places
in his ancient diocese.

Before he was made Bishop of Maestricht he lived at
Cugnon, in a cave. Whilst there he had a cow. It was
the: custom for each person who sent cattle to pasture in
turn to pay a small contribution to the cowherd. When
Remacle’s turn came, he tied the “mareinde” to the horn
of his cow, and the wise animal took it direct to the herds-
man. The cave is an object of pilgrimage. The “devil's
walls” at Pepinster have also their connexion with theé
saint. He had preached in the valley of Pepinster, and
converted the people. The devil was so wroth, that he
built a huge wall as a dam across the river, intending to
arrest the water, and submerge a part of the Marquisate of
Franchimont, The people had recourse to S. Hermes in
prayer, and the saint by a word knocked a hole in the wall,
which released the imprisoned waters. The footprint of
S. Remacle is shown not only near Spa, but also on the
banks of the Ambléve near Targon. That of Spa is famous.
The legend goes that S. Remacle stood on the rock praying
and fell asleep, when, to punish him, the rock became soft,
and his foot sank in, as though he had been standing on
dough. When he awoke, he prayed that the footprint
might bring relief to barren women. Since then it is a
notable place of pilgrimage for women who are sterile, who
put one foot in the print, and drink a glass of water from
the fountain of Groesbeck.

S. Remacle is represented in art with a wolf at his side,
probably to show that he was the apostle of the wolf-haunted
region of the Ardennes,

A
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S§S. AIGULF, AB. AND COMP., MM.

(ABOUT A.D. 680.)

[Not in early Martyrologies; but venerated anciently in Provence.
Modern Roman and Gallican Martyrologies. Authorities :—A Life by an
anonymous writer, very ancient ; another by Adrevald of Fleury, in 850.]

S. AreurF (in French Ayou), born of noble parents at
the court of Dagobert, was brought up at Fleury, and elected
Abbot of Lerins. He found the discipline somewhat re-
laxed after that of Fleury, then in all the ardour of its new
zeal, and he endeavoured to restore to Lerins its pristine
severity of rule. A party of the monks, headed by Arcadius
and Columbus, two of the brethren, resisted the innovations.
A violent altercation took place, but was appeased by the
gentleness of the abbot. Arcadius, however, appealed to
the Bishop of Uzes, near Nice, who sent armed men to
support the refractory monks. Arcadius and Columbus
then rose with all their adherents and delivered the abbot,
and those monks who clave to his reform, into the hands
of the bishop’s soldiers, and they transported them by ship
to the island of Capraja, between Corsica and the Italian
coast. There they were shut up in the castle, and at length
put to death. One of the monks managed to escape and
blaze abroad the crime that had been committed. Then
Prigonius, Abbot of Lerins, sent a boat for the relics, and
they were translated with great pains to Lerins.

It will be seen that the story hangs awkwardly together.
Why did the soldiers of Bishop Mummolus of Uzes take
the abbot and his companions such a long voyage in order
to kill them? And how was it that the succeeding abbot,
who, as the party of Arcadius triumphed, would belong to
those hostile to Aigulf, and guilty of his death, regarded
him as a martyr? Probably Bishop Mummolus had the
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troublesomely austere monks carried off to Capraja to get
them well out of the way, and left them there. It is not
likely that he would stain his hands with their blood. But
about this time, during the period that Mummolus was
Bishop of Uzes, there was an incursion of Moors into
Provence, and it is probable that some of their ships visited
Capraja, and then, perhaps, the abbot and his companions
suffered, as we know another abbot of Lerins, S. Porcharius,
suffered martyrdom at their hands on a subsequent invasion.
A later abbot recovered their bones, and the confused recol-
lection of the story shaped itself into the martyrdom of the
abbot by the soldiers of the bishop.
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Soptember 4.

Moses, Prophet and Lawgiver, on Mount Nebo; B.c. 1451,
HEeRMIONE, daughter of S. Philip, at Ephesus; circ. A.D. 117.
MARCELLUS, M. at Chalons-sur-Sabne ; circ. A.D. 178.

MariNus, D.C. at San Marino in Tuscany; end of 4tk cent. (1)
MONESSA, V. in Ireland ; circ. A.D. 456.

GRATA, V. at Bergamo ; circ. gth cent,

FRODOALD, B.M. at Mendes; circ. A.p. 830.

Ipa, W. at Hersfeldt in Westphalia ; cive. A.D. 813.

Translation of S. CUTHBERT, o Durkam ; A.D. g95.1

B. IRMGARD, V. Countess of Zutphen ; at Cologne; end of 11tk cent.
S. ROSALIA, V. on Monte Pelegrino above Palermo ; end of 1ath cent.
S. Rosa, V. at Viterdo; cire. A.D. 1252.

vwounnansn

S.. HERMIONE.

(ABOUT A.D. 117.)

[Greek Menza and Menologies. Authorities :—Mention in the Meno-
logies and the Greek Acts, which however contain much fable.]

AINT HERMIONE was one of the daughters of
S. Philip, but whether of the apostle or of the
deacon is not clear. The Menology published
by Sitletus says of her, “She was one of the

four daughters of Philip who baptized the eunuch of Can-

dace the Queen. This S. Hermione after having witnessed

a good confession with courageous mind under Trajan the

emperor, enduring torments, having wrought many miracles,

migrated to the Lord.” But the menology of the Emperor

Basil does not altogether agree with this. It says, “On this

day (September 4) the conflict of the holy martyr Hermione,

daughter of S. Philip the Apostle. She flourished in the
time of Trajan. She had a sister named Eutyches, and with
her she went to Ephesus to venerate John the Divine ; but

1York, Sarum, Hereford, and Durham Kalendars,
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they found him not, he had been translated. And Trajan
came to Ephesus on his Persian expedition, and heard the
name of Hermoine celebrated, as that of a prophetess.
She was therefore seized to be forced to renounce Christ,
and was smitten on the face. Then the Lord appeared to
her and encouraged her to bear her torments bravely. But
because she prophesied that Trajan should conquer the
Persians, he released her. Hadrian, the successor of Trajan,
had her again taken, and when she would not sacrifice to
idols, ordered her to be decapitated. The executioners’
arms became rigid, and they believed and were also put to
death.”

It is clear that the Emperor Basil confounded S. Philip
the Apostle with S. Philip the deacon. Little or no reliance
can be placed on his account,

Whether Hermione was a virgin and a martyr is doubtful.
Clemens Alexandrinus tells us in his Stromata that * Philip
married his daughters to husbands.”

According to the longer Menza, as Hermione was being
led to ‘execution she prayed God to release her, then she
knelt down and gave up her soul with a sigh.

S. MARCELLUS, M.

(aBoUT A.D. 178.)

[Gallican and Roman Martyrologies, that of Worms of 1576, Wandel-
bert, Hrabanus, Ado, and Notker. Authority :—The ancient Acts, appa-
rently trustworthy, though not contemporary. Another and later edition of
the Acts exists, written apparently in the 6th cent., it is much amplified.]

IN the reign of the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, when per-
secution was raging at Lyons, two Christians of that city,
Marcellus and Valerian, having been taken, succeeded in
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effecting their escape from prison, and fled the town. Va-
lerian took the road to Autun, and Marcellus that of Chilons-
sur-Sabne. The latter was kindly lodged by a Latin gentleman
resident in the district. The zeal of Marcellus was aroused
by seeing his host offer incense to some bronze statues of
Mars on horseback, Mercury and Minerva, which stood in
his vestibule, and he spoke to him against idolatry. The
gentleman listened, and Marcellus succeeded in con-
vincing him of his error, and leading him to the true
faith.

After awhile Marcellus, no longer deeming it safe for
himself or for his host that he should remain there,
started on foot for Strasburg. He had not gone far
before he met Priscus the governor of the district, with a
party of servants and soldiers, on their way to the country
villa of the governor. After the courteous, hospitable man-
ner of the times, Priscus invited the wayfarer to rest at his
villa and partake of his food. He was about to offer a
solemn sacrifice.

Then Marcellus, weary of concealment, and shrinking
from giving an evasive or false excuse, declined on the
ground that he was a Christian, and could not partake of
the table of devils.

This led to an outcry among the attendants of the gover-
nor. “Let the fellow be tied by hands and feet to the tops
of two young poplars bent down, and then relax them, and
he will be rent asunder.”

Priscus declined to execute judgment in this peremptory
and illegal fashion. He would hear Marcellus in his court,
properly constituted.

Marcellus was led off bound, and on the first opportunity
was brought before the governor and ordered to adore the
images of the Sun and of Saturn, on the banks of the Sa6ne.
The martyr refused with such indignation that Priscus, in a
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fit of wrath, ordered him to be buried up to his waist, and
allowed to die of starvation.

The relics of S. Marcellus were saved at the French Re-
volution, and are now preserved in a shrine in the church
of S. Marcel-Its-Chilons, near Chilons-sur-Sabne, and on
this day are visited by crowds of the faithful.

S. MARINUS, DEAC. C.

(UNCERTAIN.)

[Roman Martyrology. Wytford in his Anglican Martyrology. The Acts
are apocryphal.]

AccorDING to the “Vita Fabulosa,” as the Bollandists
designate the record of the acts of S. Marinus, he was a
stonemason of Dalmatia, who was engaged with a fellow
Christian, Leo, on the rebuilding of the walls of Rimini.
They went for stones to the top of Monte Titano, and finding
a good quarry, spent three years working blocks for the
walls. At the end of that time Leo departed to Monte
Feretri, and there built himself a cell. But Marinus re-
turned to the city, and undertook the construction of an
aqueduct. His diligence astonished those who laboured
with him, he was at work first in the morning, and last at
night. He spent twelve years at Rimini, setting a good
example of an upright pious workman. How much longer
he would have remained there cannot be told, but an unto-
ward event happened which routed him out of the place. A
Dalmatian peasantess came to Rimini, and declared she
was the wife of Marinus, and that she had been hunting for
him high and low, and had now found him. Whether she
was his wife or not, matters little ; at the sight of her Marinus
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ran clean away, and took refuge among the rocks about the
quarry on Monte Titano, where he had worked twelve years
before.

But the good woman went after him ; she had not crossed
the sea in search of her husband and found him, only to let
him slip through her fingers again ; and she pursued him up
the rocks and lighted on him in a cave he had hewed out of
the stone. No sooner did Marinus see her face peering
in at the entrance, than he slammed the door, and rolled
stones against it. Marinus remained in a state of siege for
six days, and then ventured forth. His wife, devoid of
provisions, had retired. He seized the opportunity to desert
his cave, and fly further up the mountains, and ensconce
himself on the face of a cliff where no woman could reach
him. There he amused himself with taming a bear to carry
loads for him.

He is said to have been ordained deacon by the Bishop
of Rimini.

The body of S. Marinus was discovered in 1586.

S. Marinus gives his name to a small republic near
Rimini.

The Bollandist gives as his date the latter part of the 4th
century, but it is very doubtful when he lived.

S. MONESSA, V.

(ABOUT A.D. 456).

[Irish Martyrologies. Authority :—Mention by Probus in his Life of S.
Patrick.]

S. MoNEssa, the beautiful daughter of an Irish chief,
though not a Christian, refused all the offers made for her
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hand. When she heard S, Patrick preach the Faith of the
Virgin-born, she believed with all her heart and was bap-
tized, and straightway as she came out of the regenerating
wave, for joy of heart, her spirit broke its bonds, and en-
tered into celestial joy.

S. GRATA, V.

(ABOUT 9TH CENTURY.)

[Not in any ancient Martyrologies. Venerated at Bergamo from the
beginning of the r1th cent. Authority :—Her Life by F. Pinamonte, O.P.,
prior of the Dominican convent at Bergamo in 1266, from the mouths of
the people, as her acts were lost. Consequently they are purely legendary,
and of no historical value. An office was granted to the Bergamese in 1706
in her honour, and nine lections appointed to be read from this life by
Pinamonte, and the 4th Sept. was appointed by the Sacred Congregation
of Rites to be her festival,]

In the days of S. Marcellus, pope and martyr (A.D. 308-
310) says the biographer of our saint, there lived in Ber-
gamo a man of royal race named Lupus, who was consti-
tuted Duke of Bergamo. He was married to a noble wife,
Aleydis or Adelheid by name, and they had a daughter
whom they called Grata.

Now there was in Germany a mighty king, and he, hearing
of the beauty and virtue of Grata, sent to Bergamo for the
damsel to be married to his son. Her married life was
brief, the prince died early, and Grata, having learnt the
vanity of earthly pleasures, returned to her native place.
At this time there were few Christians at Bergamo, and
Alexander, standard-bearer of the Theban legion, was there
martyred at this time,’ in the place called Plotacius, where

1 See S. Alexander, Aug. 26.
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Crotacius, grandfather of Grata, had erected a villa and was
buried.

Grata buried the body of the martyr, and built over it a
church; and then ordered her steward to kill a pig and
roast the flesh, and regale those who had laboured at bury-
ing the martyr. The steward accordingly slaughtered the
pig, and the mourning Christians consoled themselves on a
banquet of pork; but what was the amazement of the ste-
ward when he returned to the stye, to find the pig,
or one uncommonly like him, grunting there as usual, and
clamorous for his barley meal.

Duke Lupus and the Duchess Aleydis now erected in
Bergamo the church of the Saviour, and on the death of
the duke he was buried in it, and becoming famous for
miracles wrought at his tomb, is regarded as one of the local
szints. His widow Aleydis built two more churches, those of
S. Mary and S. Michael, and died in the odour of sanctity.
S. Grata erected a hospital, and died beloved and admired
by all.

Such is the story. It is impossible to admit that S. Grata
was, as is said, a contemporary with S. Marcellus. Crota-
cius, said to be her grandfather, lived in A.D. 270. But
Aleydis or Adelheid is a Teutonic name, and Lupus is
probably the Latin form of Wolf. Both were apparently
Lombards, perhaps Wolf was the first Duke of Bergamo ;
there certainly were no dukes with local titles in the 4th
century in Italy. The fact of Lupus, Aleydis, and Grata
being regarded as founders of several of the churches in
Bergamo, point to their having lived long subsequent to the
date attributed to them by Pinamonte, probably after the
Lombard invasion in A.D. 568-570.

VOL. X. 4
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S. IDA, W.

(aBouT A.D. 813.)

[German Martyrologies. Authority :— A Life by Uffing, monk of Wer-
theim, in the 1oth cent.]

THIs saint came of a family as illustrious in the annals of
profane history as in those of the Church. She was the
granddaughter of Count Bernard, son of Charles Martel,
and Gundlindis, daughter of Adelbert, Duke of the Ale-
manni, whose sister was S. Odilia. Her parents were Theo-
doric, Duke of the Ripuarii, and Theodrada, afterwards
Abbess of Soissons. Charles Martel her great-grandfather
was son of Pepin, son of S. Bega and nephew of S. Gertrude,

" and grandson of the Blessed Pepin of Landen and of

S. Itta or Iduberga, his wife.!

S. Ida was married to Ecbert, Duke of the Saxons who
inhabited the region between the Rhine and the Weser.
After his death, she spent her widowhood in works of
charity and daily devotion. She had a stone coffin made
for herself, and filled it daily to the brim with food for the
poor. She was buried at Herzfeld.

3

THE TRANSLATION OF S. CUTHBERT.
(a.p. 995.)

[Sarum, York, and Durham Kalendars. Authorities :—Simeon of Dur-
ham, and the Hist. of the Miracles and Translations of S. Cuthbert in

Mabillon.]
BEeDE relates, in the life of S. Cuthbert, that the saint
charged his disciples before his death, that rather than ever

Count Bernard—Theodrada—S. Ida

1
PR M { King Pepin—Charlemagne—Louis the Pious.
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fall under the yoke of schismatics or infidels, they should,
when threatened with such a calamity, take with them his
mortal remains, and choose some other dwelling. In the
year 875 the province of Northumberland was so cruelly
infested by Danish pirates, and Lindisfarne was so much
exposed to their continual ravages, that Eardulf the bishop,
Eadred the abbot, and the community of the monks, left
that place, and carrying with them that sacred treasure,
wandered to and fro for seven years. In 88z they rested
with it at Concester (Chester-le-Street), a few miles from the
Roman wall, where the bishop’s see continued one hundred
and thirteen years, as Camden remarks. Both King Alfred
and the Danish leader granted peace for a month to all
persons that fled to the saint’s shrine, and Alfred gave to this
church all the land that lies between the Tyne and the Tees.
In ggs, in the fresh inroads of the Danes, Bishop Aldune
retired with the saint’s body to Ripon, and four months
after to Durham, a place strong by its natural situation, but
not habitable, till the people of the country, on this occa-
sion, cut down the wood, and raised a small church, and
cells for the monks.

B. IRMGARD, V.

(END of IITH CENT.)

'[German Martyrologies. Venerated at Cologne on Sept. 4, and Nov. 10.
Greven, Molanus, Canisius, and the Acta Sanctorum. Authority :—A Life
in German, by an anonymous writer of the 14th cent.]

Tae Blessed Irmgard, daughter of the Count of Zutphen
in Guelders, leaving her father’s castle, spent her time in a
lonely spot at Suchtelen. Thence she visited Cologne,
where she collected some of the earth in which the eleven
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thousand virgins had been laid, and with it made a pilgrim-
age to Rome. And as she entered the city, all the bells
in all the towers rang out joyously as for a festival. Then
all men knew that a great saint bearing a holy burden had
come to Rome,and she was escorted to the Pope. And she
produced the earth and offered it into his hands,and lo ! the
earth melted into blood, and ran red over his fingers.

In gratitude for this miraculous gift, the Pope presented
S. Ida with half the head of one of his predecessors, S.
Sylvester, and this she brought back with her to Cologne.

Thrice did Ida make a pilgrimage to Rome, and on the
third time, she went one day into the basilica of S. Paolo,
and there she found a crucifix of the same length, material,
and form as that which is erected before the sacristy of S.
Peter's at Cologne. Scarce had she kneeled down, and
begun to pray, before these words issued from the mouth of
the image: “ My chosen daughter, Irmgard, I beg you,
when you go back to Cologne, and enter the metropolitan
Church of St. Peter, and see the image like me placed on
the altar before the Sacristy, that you will give it my greet-
ing.” S. Irmgard was much astonished at these words, but
she replied that she would do so willingly, since she was
found worthy to bear the message. And when she had said
this, she saw the image loose its hand from the cross, and
bless her with it. Then she hasted back to Cologne, and on
reaching the cathedral church, she flew to the crucifix
before the sacristy, and cried to it, “O blessed, most
holy cross! Your image in the basilica of S. Paul at
Rome ordered me to bear you its kind greeting.” Then
the Cologne image bowed its head, and said, “ Thank you,
my daughter.”

And when what Irmgard had heard was noised abroad,
the clergy of the church bored a hole in the head that had
nodded, put into the hole a sacred Host, and closed it up
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again ; and thenceforth the image was regarded as miracu-
lous, and attracted crowds of the faithful.

Irmgard made her will, and left to the churches of S
Peter and S. Pantaleon at Cologne all her lands, the Castle
of Aspel, and the estate of Suchtelen. She built a hospital
at Hachtforch, and entering into it died on one of its pallets
prepared for the poor.

Herman, her brother, was Abbot of S. Pantaleon, and
died in 1120. Irmgard probably died earlier, at the end of
the 1xth cent. or the beginning of the 12th.

S. ROSALIA, V.

(END OF 12TH CENT.)

[Modern Roman Martyrology :—Venerated greatly at Palermo, especially
since 1624, when the Invention of her relics took place. No ancient mar-
tyrologies mention her, and there are no accounts of her earlier than
Valerius Rossi, who wrote about A.D. 1590. Churches dedicated to her
date, however, from 1237. Her history is founded on popular legend.
*“ Gesta Sanctee haurienda fuerunt ex traditione, inscriptionibus et pictis
tabulis, quz sola supersunt monumenta,” says J. Stilling the Bollandist.]

RosaLia of Palermo was the daughter of Sinibald, a
knight of noble blood, attached to the court of Roger,
King of Sicily.

At the age of fourteen, the pious maiden resolved to leave
the temptations and distractions of courtly life, and take
refuge in solitude among the rocks. She ascended Monte
Quisquina, a rugged mountain, and finding a cavern hid
herself in it. There she spent some time ; how long cannot
be told, for tradition in three centuries cannot be relied on.
On the rock, she amused herself with engraving the words,
“Ego Rosalia Sinibaldi Quisquine et Rosarum domini filia
amore Domini mei Jesu Christi in hoc antro habitare
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decrevi”* Lower down is 12, apparently the Arabic
numerals to indicate her age at the time, or perhaps the
beginning of another line of inscription which she never
terminated. This inscription, of undoubted genuineness, is
a very touching monument of the solitary life of the young
girl. Thus, perhaps, she occupied her cold fingers when the
snows lay on Monte Quisquina, before the purple soldanella
and the white crocus thrust through the turf with the
returning sun of spring.

A wooden crucifix with another inscription cut on it in
bad Greek is preserved in the Monastery of S. Salvatore at
Palermo. Itis to this effect: “I, sister Rosalia (daughter)
of Sinibald place this wood of my Lord which I have ever
followed, in this monastery.” The genuineness of this in-
scription has been questioned. It has been thought to have
been suggested by that on the rock, and forged, in order to
attract pilgrims to the monastery where it is shown. - But it
is by no means improbable that the fingers which cut on the
stone carved also on the wood. It must be remembered
that a base Greek lingered on in Sicily as a patois till much
more recently. If the inscription be a forgery, it is curious
that it should not have been better done, and that the
name shouid not have been given correctly, Rosalia instead
of Posohia. Butif this was the vulgar pronunciation of her
name in the Greek patois then spoken, the discrepancy
is easily explained.

S. Rosalia is said in legend to have been led to her cave
by two angel guides.

After awhile, disturbed in her retreat, she took her staff,

1 Exactly thus—

EGO ROSALIA cRISTI

SINIBALZI QVISQVI INT hoc

NE ETROSARVM ANTROHAJITA
dOMINI FILIA AMORE RI ZICREVI,
dNI MEIIESV 12
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and went up Monte Pellegrino, again led by angels. Not
far from the summit she found a grotto, to which entrance
was only obtained by a narrow opening. Within, long
stalactites hung white as alabaster from the roof, and mounds
of stalagmite were heaped on the . damp floor. Rosalia
sought a dry corner of this cavern, and there formed her
bed of fern and heather. It was a ghastly spot. From
without a feeble light entered, and made the white draped
stalactites into ghostly figures, standing in the midst of
gloom. And all night long the drip of the falling water
sounded monotonously.

In this grotto Rosalia passed the remainder of her life,
and died about A.p. 1160. But the greatest uncertainty
exists relative to her life. Some say that she was for
awhile a member of a religious order, and is claimed by the
Benedictines and the Basilians. She is often represented
as a Basilian nun with a Greek cross of two arms in her
hand.

Whilst in her cave she is said to have woven garlands of
wild roses and mountain flowers, offered them to God, and
hung them round her crucifix. Angels are represented in
pictures of the saint as bearing baskets ot flowers and pre-
senting them to her, and Our Lord as a little child is shown
placing a crown of roses about her head.

She died in her cave unknown to men, and the water
dripping over her cased herin a film of lime. Year after
year passed, and the stalagmitic envelope thickened.

In 1624 the plague was raging in Palermo, when S. Rosalia
appeared to one stricken with the disease, and bade him
make a pilgrimage to the top of Monte Pellegrino. He
returned cured. Then it was thought that the body of the
saint might be found there, and search was made for it.
The opening of the cavern was found, and it was entered.
A block of stalagmite was broken and it was found to enve-

FAY




N A
/]

56 Lzves of the Saints.

[Sept. 4.

lop human remains. These, it was concluded, were the
bones of the saint.

The relics were translated to Palermo, and on Jan. 22,
A.D. 1625, were solemnly exposed. The plague which had
been raging since 1624 ceased. A church was then erected
near the cave.

“ Monte Pellegrino, near Palermo, is a rugged mountain.
Not quite at the top, but yet at a great height, is the church
of S. Rosalia. The place where the saint usually slept is
shown, and where by a miracle her body was found at a
later period. The rough damp grotto, in combination with
the magnificence of the church, has a peculiarly romantic
appearance. Until the great plague in Palermo, nothing
certain was known about S. Rosalia; but during that time
of terror, a soldier had a vision urging him to search for the
body of the saint in a grotto on the mountain, and then to
carry it in procession through the city for the removal of the
plague. To confirm the truth of the order, the Virgin told
the soldier that he would die within three days ; die he did,
and the body of the saint was found at the spotindicated, and
was carried through Palermo with great pomp, after which
the plague ceased. Since then the festival of the Saint is
annually held in the city with solemn processions. Previous
to this “festa,” the Saint, as the Pa[ermitans call her, regu-
larly washes the streets with a beneficial rain, the truth of
which is confirmed by many visitors. The pious belief of
the people is every year confirmed to their great pleasure.”

We are told that the clergy did not accept the authenti-
city of the bones found in the cave without the most satis-
factory proof.

With the body were discovered some beads. The rosary
was not instituted when S. Rosalia lived, but the use of

! Emperor Maximilian : Recollections of my Life, ii. p. 28,
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beads is more ancient than S. Dominic, who only regulated
their arrangement. Those of S. Rosalia are thirteen in
number—twelve small ones and a large bead, dividing the
chain into groups of six. With the body was also a terra
cotta crucifix, the head separate and very beautiful ; also a
little silver cross of equal arms, much injured.

In 1663 Francis Castaglia, of the Society of Jesus, lay
dying in the Jesuit College at Palermo, when he saw S.
Rosalia appear to him. And she said, “ Francis, I have
prayed for thee, and thou shalt live.” He was healed on
the spot. He afterwards had the face of the angelic maiden
painted as she appeared to him. The Bollandists give an
engraving of the picture, it is that of a girl of perhaps
eighteen, with long flowing hair, and a dress sown with wild
pinks, such as grow on the rocks of her loved mountains.
The face is singularly sweet and somewhat sad.

S. ROSA, V.

(ABOUT A.D. 1252.)

[Roman and Franciscan Martyrologies. Venerated chiefly at Viterbo.
S. Rosa died on March 6, and Sept. 4 is the Feast of her Translation,
but it is that which is specially observed in her honour. The ancient and
authentic acts of this saint have perished, those which exist have been
formed out of them, as the writer states.]

Tais little saint was born in the midst of the grievous
troubles which afflicted Italy, when Frederick II. and
Gregory X1I. were in fiercest conflict; and Guelfs and Ghibel-
lines were at each other’s throats. The crown of Rome, which
had been laid on the brows of Charlemagne by Leo IIL.,
had become a reality. The empire held the Papacy in
constant alarm ; there was never-ceasing fear lest the
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authority of the Emperor should interfere with the supre-
macy of the Pope. There were two parties in Italy, the
Guelfs, who made Italian freedom their watchword, and
who looked to the independence of every republic in the
peninsula as their ideal of political perfection, and the
Ghibellines, who thought the prosperity of Italy would be
better consulted if all these petty States were crushed into
submission to one sovereign. The Popes, as hostile to
German interference, supported the Guelfs. For ages the
Popes found their advantage in standing at the head of
Italian nationality. Ever since the time of Hildebrand,
they were the great obstacles to the establishment of the
German sway in Italy. In the 13th century they waged
inveterate warfare against the empire with arms spiritual
and carnal. Two hundred years later, to quote a phrase
of Pope Paul IV., Rome acted as one of the four strings
which kept the Italian harp in tune. In the 16th century,
when France, Germany, and Spain made Italy their battle-
ground, the Popes headed many conspiracies to scare all
foreign robbers from the fair prize. Julius II., Clement
VII., and Paul IV. took the lead in this generous policy.
The Ghibellines, on the other hand, looked up to a foreigner
as their head. Many good patriots were to be found in
the ranks of this party; these, weary with the endless civil
wars waged by family against family, and city against city,
thought that the only hope of peace lay in submitting to the
rule of a despot. If ever any man loved his country, that
man was Dante, who may be taken as the mouthpiece of
the Ghibelline spirit. He looks upon the person of the
Emperor with mysterious reverence. Popes and priests
may be doomed to grotesque sufferings in the nether world,
but a Cesar must always be treated with respect. The
murder of Julius is the greatest crime, save one, that earth
has ever seen. Brutus and Cassius are placed by the side
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of Iscariot. Some of the old German Ceasars undergo
purgatorial punishment on account of their resistance to
the Popes. One alone is doomed to Hell, but that is for
his supposed infidel opinions. His fate is recorded in
one short line of the Inferno, for the sufferings of an
Emperor are not meet for the ears of the vulgar. To
teturn to earth; Dante’s remedy for the woes of his
country would seem a strange one to an Italian patriot of
our own day. It was simply this, that the Emperor, a
German elected by Germans, should make Rome his resi-
dence, and should thence rule Italy at his will. And who
was the despot, whose invoked presence was to be the
source of countless blessings? It was Albert of Hapsburg,
known to us chiefly as the despoiler of the rights of his
nephew, and as the patron of the infamous Gessler.

In the year 1239 the two parties were fairly brought face
to face. The Guelfs shouted for the Pope and freedom;
the Ghibellines for the Emperor and order. The former
cursed the heretical tyrant, the worst of his wicked race,
who was bringing Germans from the north, and Arabs from
the south, to sweep away the hard-won rights of the Italian
cities. The Ghibellines pointed to the bloody wars be-
tween neighbouring towns, wars that had never ceased to
rage within the memory of man. What prospect of happi-
ness or peace could there be, unless the Emperor should
appear in Italy and put down all the civil broils with his
strong hand? In the 13th century Italy was divided into

~ two camps. Genoa, Milan, Venice, Bologna, and Perugia

were the chief Guelf States. Pisa, Cremona, Padua,
Modena, and Siena were at the head of the Ghibelline
interest. In a word, those cities nearest the Alps yearned
most for emancipation from the imperial rule, and those
closest to Rome were most eager for the supremacy of the
Empire. We can have but a slight idea of the fierce spirit
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evoked by the two great party names. If one State took
the Guelf side, that was reason enough why its neighbour
should embrace the Ghibelline party. Revolutions of
politics were frequent ; exiles abounded, ever on the watch
to wreak their vengeance on those who had driven them
out.

The most horrible phase of the civil war was when it
sundered families, or rendered all government impossible.
What a picture of factious rage is drawn by an admiring
eye-witness! There was a club at Parma called that of
the Crusaders, who combined together for the honour of
God and Holy Church; they had a king’s name—that of
the ferocious Charles of Anjou—inscribed at the head of
their rolls in golden characters by his special desire. They
stuck to each other like bees; if a fellow-citizen who did
‘not belong to the club chanced to wrong one of its mem-
bers, they would all run and pull down the offender’s house,
until not a stone was left. The result of this terrorism was
that the citizens either joined the club, or took care to live
in peace with its members.! This was the state of affairs in
a city devoted to the Church, but doubtless the Ghibellines,
wherever they could, exercised a tyranny every whit as un-
christian. The Guelfs had one great advantage over the
rival faction, since not only earthly but ghostly arms were
wielded in their favour. To them the Pope’s name was
a tower of strength. Every Genoese crossbowman who
plied his national weapon, every Milanese monk who
donned chain-mail at the bidding of Montelongo, every
Venetian sailor who embarked on the Apulian venture,
knew that he was one of Heaven’s chosen champions.
Paradise was his reward, if he fell fighting against an Em-
peror worse than any Paynim. When in the field, the
patriotic Crusader was paid from the coffers of the Church;

1 Salimbene,
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these had been filled with money drawn from distant lands
for the benefit of Christ’s soldiers in Italy. But the
Ghibellines had to put their trust in the arm of flesh, and
in that alone. The thunders of the Lateran must have
struck terror into many a pious partizan of the Empire,
who strove hard to reconcile his duty to Cesar with his
duty to God. Still, several of the most esteemed prelates
would not desert the Emperor, even after his excommunica-
tion. The type of this class is Nicolas, Bishop of Reggio,
whose courteous manner, unaffected piety, and lavish ex-
penditure, endeared him alike to the Imperial and the
Papal courts. This instance proves that all the Imperial
partizans were not abandoned men ; although it is certain
that the sense of their being excommunicate, outcasts from
the Church, debarred from sacraments, cut off from grace,
for taking a political side, did render many of the Ghibelline
chieftains reckless in their wickedness. The upshot of the
Crusade waged in the cause of religion was, that practical
piety came in time to be altogether banished from the
thoughts of the combatants.

In the month of February, 1239, Frederick for the first
time carried the war into the Romagna. This province,
the daring spirit of which he knew by experience, became
the principal theatre of the struggle for three successive
years. He took Bologna, but the Papal legate in Lom-
bardy, Gregory of Montelongo, a man of loose morals, but
great zeal, called on all the citizens of Milan to assume the
‘Cross, and ordered all the clergy and friars to take up arms
in the cause of the Pope. Frederick was obliged to leave
the Romagna, and check the rising in the north of Italy.

Next year he returned, and reached Viterbo about the
middle of February, 1240, which threw open her gates
enthusiastically to receive him.

Whilst Frederick was in Viterbo, to use the grandiloquent
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words of a modern biographer, “a child was born at the
foot of his palace, a maiden destined by providence to be
the stone on which the haughty emperor should be broken.”
The little child from infancy seemed set apart for something
remarkable. When she ate and crumbled bread, birds sur-
rounded her, and pecked the particles out of her hand.
She was led by her mother, as her little mind began to dawn,
to the church of the Franciscans, and their teaching sowed
the seeds in her which ripened so rapidly.

Let us place ourselves for a moment in some Italian city
of the thirteenth century. The population is gathered
together, either in the nave of the great church, or round
an extemporized pulpit in the market-place. A little apart
stands the parish priest, who looks on with undisguised
discontent, viewing a Dominican or a Franciscan orator
haranguing the people. The Benedictines of the neigh-
bouring abbey share in the discontent of the parish priest.
The old Orders have no relish for the ignorant friars who
preach in the broadest vernacular, dividing their sermons
into no heads and minor heads, and have no acquaintance,
even second-hand, with the works of the Fathers. The
area, as far as a man’s voice can reach, is full. The con-
gregation is made up of every class. High-born ladies,
brave knights, wealthy burghers, humble artizans, and
uncouth peasants from the neighbourhood, are all thronging
round the pulpit. It is ascended by a man who bears
evidence in his countenance of long watchings and fastings,
an ecclesiastic of a very different stamp from the jovial
parish priest. The friar begins his sermon ; he extols the
merits of the founder of his Order, then tells the latest
tidings from abroad, for in those days the pulpit was to the

1 A, Vaillant, in Guérin and Giry’s  Vies des Saints.,” The Process of Canoniza-

tion of S. Rose under Calixtus 111, strangely blunders concerning the Emperor, and
calls him Frederick Barbarossa, and the Pope, Alexander IV., and the date, which it

sets down as A.D, 1200,
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people what the press is to us, giving both the tone to their
opinions and supplying them with news. There is much
doing in these bustling times. Perhaps a great victory has
been won over the Moslems by one of the gallant Spanish
kings. Perhaps the Tartars (so named, says the friar, be-
cause they have been spawned out of Tartarus) are laying
waste Poland and Hungary with unheard-of cruelty. The
preacher then dwells on the state of the Western kingdoms.
And now he comes to the great topic of his discourse, the
Emperor Frederick. Scripture is ransacked to supply
parallels for the cruelty and unbelief of this miscreant.
Pharaoh, Ahab, Nebuchadnezzar, Antiochus, Herod, Pilate,
and Nero, are all pressed into the service. Heis the Abomi-
nation of desolation, the Man of Sin, the Antichrist that
should come, the Beast whom S. John foretold, and whose
mark too many in Italy have received.

The effect of the sermon upon the hearers is most power-
ful. We can have but a slight idea of the influence of the
friars, and the effect produced by such appeals as these.
The throne of our Charles I. was shaken by the Puritan
preachers. Keeping this in mind, we shall have some
notion of the amazing power wielded by the begging friars,
and see the wisdom of the great Innocent in raising two
such armies for the future defence of the Church as those
furnished to him by S. Dominic and S. Francis. To them
it was mainly owing that Rome came forth conqueror from
those awful struggles of the thirteenth century, in which she
had to contend, first with a widespread revolt among her
own flock, and then with one of the greatest emperors who
ever sat in the seat of Charlemagne.

Whilst a child of six or seven, the little Rosa of Viterbo
was fired by these exhortations, and the whole bent and
enthusiasm of her mind was turned against Frederick II.and
the Ghibellines. She joined the third Order of S. Francis, and
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in season and out of season, her childish voice, with all the
vehemence of a single mind, declaimed against the political
party which was most popular in her native city. The
little woman would seek every occasion of publicly preach-
ing such scraps of the sermons of the Franciscans as she
retained in her memory; and the Ghibellines, vexed with
her pertinacity, turned her parents and her out of the city.

It was winter, and the snow lay over the ground. The
unfortunate exiles had to trudge through the drifts in no
amiable mood towards their daughter ; but she, filled with
enthusiasm, and deeming that now they were confessors for
their cause, with her childish prattle, encouraged them not
to be cast down.

At last they reached Soriano, where they obtained shelter
for the night. The excitement of the day had worked on
the child’s brain, and she dreamt that she saw an angel,
who announced to her that good news was in store for the
Guelfs. In the moming she proclaimed this prophecy
throughout the town, and when it was rumoured some days
later that the Emperor Frederick was dead, the merits of
Rosa as a prophetess were acknowledged.

From Soriano the exiles pushed on to Vitorchiano, where
she preached to the people on the one unfailing topic, the
only one then of sovereign interest, the one on which all
religion hinged.

There was a woman of Vitorchiano who was as loud on
the Ghibelline side as this child was on that of the Guelfs.
Rosa—she was then ten years old—went boldly before the
woman and said, “I defy you to a contest. I will fast
twenty days, and be as stout as I am now at the end of that
time. Do the same if you can.”

“Bah !” said the woman, “wolves and cranes are fasters
by nature, and a wolf (Guelf) and a chattering crane such
as you, have it in your blood.”




S. Rosa. 65

Sept. 4.}

“Then,” said Rosa, “I defy you to the ordeal of fire.”
And she scampered off to the priests, and ordered them to
ring all the bells of their churches, and call the citizens
together, to see her walk unharmed through a bonfire.

A pyre was raised and lighted; she jumped into the
midst of the flames, ran about in them, and came forth
unharmed.

After awhile the parents and S. Rosa returned to Viterbo,
and the child asked to be admitted into the Convent of the
Poor Clares, but the nuns refused her admission.

“I know well enough your reason,” said Rosa, “you do
not care to have me in your house; you despise me.
However I will tell you this ; although you reject me living,
you will be eager enough to get me dead.”

She died at the age of fifteen, or thereabouts, and was
buried in the church of S. Maria in Podio. But having
appeared in vision to Pope Alexander IV., and urged her
removal to the chapel of the Poor Clares, he gave orders
that what she wished should be granted her. The story
goes, that when she was dug up, manna was found in her
sepulchre.

The process of her canonization took place at the request
of the people of Viterbo, in 1457 ; and she was admitted
into the Roman martyrology. The body of the saintly child
is shown incorrupt, in the church of Viterbo at the pre-
sent day.}

1 For this biography use has been largely made of Kingston’s « History of
Frederick I1.,"” 1862.
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Beptember 5.

S. VicTORINUS, P.M, at Contigliano in Italy ; beginning of 2%nd cent.

S. RoMULUS, M. 1 Greece; circ. A.D. 119.

SS. CensurINUS, QUIRIACUS, AND OTHERS, MM. at Ostia; A.D. 252.

SS. Eupoxius, ZENo, MACARIUS, MM, at Melitene in Armenia; cire.
A.D. 311,

S. RuAls, V.M. at Alexandria; cire, AD. 303.

S. ABDAS, M, in Persia; circ. A.D. 3z0.

S. GENEBALD, B. at Laon ; circ. A.D. 555.

S. ANSARIC, B. of Soissons ; middle of 7th cent.

S. BERTINUS, 4. at S. Omer; circ. A.D. 709.

SS. RoMANUS AND DAVID, MM, at Wissegorod; A.D. 1018,

S. LAURENCE JUSTINIANI, Pa?r. of Venice; A.D. 1455.

S. VICTORINUS, P.M.
(2ND CENTURY.)

[Roman Martyrology. Ado, Usuardus, Notker on Jan. 8, give S.
Severinus brother of S. Victorinus, confounding together two saints of the
name of Severinus., 8o also on Sept. 5, they confound together two of the
name of Victorinus. The Severin? confused together are the Norican apostle
who died A.D. 481, and a bishop of San Severino, who died about A.D. g6o.
The brother of this latter, Victorinus, was a hermit who fell into the sin of
incontinence, but repented, and is commemorated on June 8. The other
Victorinus is inserted on this day in the Roman and other Martyrologies as
Bishop and Martyr. His acts are from those of SS. Nereus and Achilles,
and are of no value historically.]

ICTORINUS is said to have been a priest who
was elected to the bishopric of Amiternum ; but
this is a confusion. There was perhaps a bishop
of the same name at Amiternum much later,

with whom this martyr has been confounded. This saint is

said to have suffered martyrdom by being hung, head down-
wards, over the sulphurous exhalations of the waters of the

Lago di Contigliano, near Rieti.

The relics are numerous, but to which of the saints of
the same name they belong, it is impossible to say.
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S. ROMULUS, M.

(ABoUT A.D. 119.)

[Roman Martyrology, introduced by Baronius. Greek Menology on
Sept. 6. Also by the Armenians and Russians. Authority :—The Greek
Acts of S. Romulus, by Metaphrastes, of very slender authority ; better
authority is the mention in the Menzea and Menology.]

RomuLus was chamberlain (prapositus aule) to Trajan
the Emperor, who, on the Emperor banishing soldiers who
were Christians, ventured to remonstrate. Trajan ordered
-him to be stretched on the ground and beaten with rods.
As the blood flowed from him, Romulus looking at Trajan
said, “ This red stream atones for the dainty ointments and
gay clothing which have adorned my body whilst in thy
service.”

Trajan ordered his head to be forthwith struck off.

SS. CENSURINUS, QUIRIACUS, & OTHERS, MM.

(ap. 252.)

[Roman Martyrology. By the Greeks on Jan. go. Authority :—The
Acts, not very ancient, nor very trustworthy.]

In the persecution of Gallus, Censurinus, a man of pre-
fectorial rank, was accused to the Emperor as being a Chris-
tian. He was ordered to be imprisoned-at Ostia. There
he was visited by Maximus, a priest, his deacon, Archelaus,
and by Aurea, a virgin. They succeeded in converting his
keepers, seventeen in number, Felix, Maximus, Taurinus,
Herculanus, Venerius, Staurocinus, Mennas, Commodus,
Hermes, Maurus, Eusebius, Rusticus, Monachius, Aman-
dinus, Olympius, Cyprius, and the tribune Theodore. The
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names differ somewhat in different Menzas and editions of
the Acts.

All were baptized by the priest Maximus, Aurea standing
sponsor to all seventeen, and they were then confirmed by
Bishop Quiriacus, and given the Holy Eucharist.

When Gallus heard of what had taken place, he sent
orders and had them martyred. ¢

SS. EUDOXIUS, ZENO, AND OTHERS, MM.

(aBOUT A.D. 31II.)

[Modern Roman Martyrology ; Greek Menzea on Sept. 6. Also the
Russian and Armenian Kalendars. Authorities :—Mention in the Menology,
and the Greek Acts modernized by Metaphrastes.]

Eupox1us was the name of a pious Christian, living in
Armenia. He had another name, Marinus. On account of
his Faith, his office of primicerius was taken from him.
The prefect of Melitene sent officers to take him, and they
meeting him near his door, dressed in a poor tunic, and not
recognising him, asked where Eudoxius lived. He at once
conducted them to his house, where his table was spread,
and requested them to refresh themselves; he would
deliver the man they sought into their hands immediately.
When they had regaled themselves, and were thanking him
for his hospitality, ¢ IL,” said he, *“am the man you seek.”

The officers were distressed. They looked at one another,
and said, “ You have been so courteous to us, that we can-
not find it in our hearts to betray you. We have been
hunting all the day for Eudoxius, and have been unable to
find him ; this is our excuse for accepting your hospitality ;
and now we cannot betray you.”

But Eudoxius called in his wife, Basilissa or Mandana,
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for she also had two names, disposed of his family affairs,
and then gave himself up to the officers. It was plainly
their duty to take him. He had been hiding as long as
hiding availed, now he might as well be conducted to the
prefect by his guests as by less courteous soldiers.

He was led before the prefect, and loosening his belt,
threw it down before the judge, saying, “ With this I re-
nounce my allegiance to an earthly tyrant.” Several Chris-
tian soldiers present at once followed his example.*

They were ordered to execution. On their way Eudoxius
saw a friend named Zeno lamenting his fate. The martyr
turned to him, and said, “Friend! thou art weeping at
our separation. But I know that thou wilt rejoin me
through the same Red Sea of blood.”

And so it was, Zeno afterwards believed and suffered for
the same faith as his friend Eudoxius.

Now when Basilissa heard that her husband was con-
demned to death, she flew to the court of the prefect with
dishevelled hair, and crying out that she abhorred idols,
and adored the same God as Eudoxius, implored that she
might die with him. She was driven from the court with
contumely. Seven days after the martyrdom of Eudoxius,
he appeared in dream to his wife, and bade her go to his
friend Macarius, and tell him to be of good courage, and
show himself before the governor, and come and join him.
So she rehearsed her dream to Macarius, and he at once
went to the magistrate, delivered himself up, and his head
was struck off.

! Metaphrastes says that 1104 did so; this is an exaggeration. Baronius arbi-

trarily cut off one hundred and reduced the number to 1004, in the Roman Mar
tyrology. It would have been better if he had cut off the thousand as well,
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S. RHAIS, V.M.

(ABOUT A.D. 303.)
[Greek Menology. Authority :—Mention in the Menology.]

Ruals was a girl of twelve, the daughter of a Christian
priest named Peter. She was born at Tabne. And when
she saw gangs of martyrs, men and woinen, being led to
death under the Governor Culcianus, she ran to the
officers, and said, “1I too, am a Christian.” She was led
before Culcianus at Alexandria, and as she persisted in her
confession was executed with the sword along with the rest
of the women.

S. GENEBALD, B. OF LAON.

(ABOUT A.D. 555.)

[Gallican Martyrologies. Saussaye, Greven, and Parisian Martyrologies.
At Soissons and Laon since 1852, on Sept. 4. Flodoard in the roth cent.
speaks of S. Genebald as being numbered among the Saints. Authority :—
A Life written by Hincmar of Rheims, d. about A.D. 886; trustworthy
perhaps as to the outline of facts, but not as to the colour given them.}

S. GENEBALD, Bishop of Laon, was married to the niece
of S. Remigius, and had by her two children after he was
bishop, a boy named Latro, who succeeded him in the see
of Laon, and a daughter, Vulpecula.

But at the instigation of S. Remigius he left his wife and
went into a cell, and lived an austere and penitential life, and
for seven years bewailed that he had not parted from his
wife earlier. At the end of that time an angel appeared to
him, and told him that his sins were forgiven, and that he
was to resume his pastoral ministrations, which he had
neglected during the seven years he had been in the cell.

3
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Then he reascended the episcopal throne, and lived holy to
the day of his death. How far this story has been coloured
up by Hincmar, who wrote more than three hundred years
later, is matter of conjecture,

S. BERTIN, AB.

(aBouT A.D. 709.)

[Roman, Benedictine, and Gallican Martyrologies. Sarum, York, and
Hereford Kalendars, Usuardus, Ado, Florus. Authorities :—A Life written
by the author of the lives of S. Omer and S. Winnoc, towards the close of
the 8th or beginning of the gth cent., apparently quite trustworthy. Another
Life, by another anonymous writer, somewhat later. A third Life, in metre,
of much the same date ; a fourth by Folcard, the monk, in the 11th cent. ;
a fifth by the abbot Simon, A.D. 1136 ; a sixth written in the r3th cent. It
is unnecessary to mention later ones. The first three Lives are the only ones
to be relied upon as good authorities.]

S. BERTIN was born on the shores of the blue lake of
Constance, between A.D. 608 and A.p. 610. At an. early
age he went, in company with two friends, Mummolin and
Ebertram, to Luxeuil, where they were received by S.
Eustasius.

After twenty years spent under the stern rule of S. Colum-
banus, Bertin, Mummolin, and Ebertram were apparently
summoned by S. Omer, the kinsman of S. Bertin, to assist
him in evangelizing the land of the Morini. S. Omer had
already built an oratory on a hillock where now stands the
village of S. Mummolin. This hill, with its little wooden
chapel, he made the head-quarters of the three missionaries.
They set to work cutting down trees, and building with the
rude trunks and willow wattles a mean range of buildings
to serve as shelter for their heads; and this little edifice was
afterwards known as the Old Monastery.
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According to one account, S. Omer wished Bertin to be

* head of the establishment, though he was the youngest of

the three, but Bertin, with equal modesty and good taste,
declined the precedence over Mummolin, who was the
eldest of the friends, and so Mummolin became their first
abbot.

By degrees others joined the little community, and it
became necessary to found another house. Among the con-
verts was a chief named Ardwald, who had given to S. Omer
one of his estates, called Sithieu, about four miles from the
Old Monastery, that a hospital might be erected upon it.
S. Omer advised with Ardwald to convert it into a religious
house. Orders then came to S. Mummolin to send out a
swarm to the new spot chosen for a hive. Ebertram had
already departed to become abbot of S. Quentin: it was
necessary therefore to confide the new colony to the care of
S. Bertin. Let us imagine the region in which these Apostles
were called to work at that period. From Calais to S. Omer
all was a vast marsh or lake. The high tides, kept out by
no artificial dykes, rolled back the little streams that
sluggishly crept along the almost level land, and formed
vast sheets of water broken here and there by tofts crowned
with willows and alder, girded by broad rings of bulrushes
which swayed incessantly in the wind that soughed over the
desolate region. The only communication between the
hillocks was by boat, the inhabitants, incessantly a prey to
ague and rheumatism, were a wretched, rude race, living a
hard life and little amenable to civilizing influences, though in-
tensely prone to superstition. When long trains of shrieking
wild fowl flew in the night sky overhead, they fell flat on their
faces trembling. It was Haecklbarend the wild huntsman,
going forth, preceded by a white owl with flaming eyes, and
fire-breathing dogs, to hunt and carry off the gentle elves
who tripped in the moonlight on the dewy turf,

38
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Now that this region has been drained by the Canal de S.
Omer, which falls into the sea at Calais, and the tide kept out
by embankments, it is like a bit of Holland, low and wet,
intersected by scummy ditches, and traversed by rows of
pollard willows and osiers, useful for making the Picardy
baskets. The villages are composed of mud cottages, and
the peasants, men and women, stalk about on high pattens to
avoid the everywhere prevailing dirt. How different a land
from that when Bertin laboured there ! Here and there a
vast sheet of water, but this brackish and marshy, unlike the
limpid blue of the Boden See, reflected no distant ranges of
Alpine peaks blushing at morn and evenfall. One spring
day, Bertin and some companions mounted a little skiff, and
spread their sail, to depart for Sithieu. The sun shone,
the sky was blue, and the sparkling water beneath reflected
heaven, as it broke against the bows of the boat; a light
breeze filled the sail, and bore the little colony lightly over
the water to the islet which was now to be their home. It
was a knoll rising above the waves, which fretted against a
little shingly beach, on which their keel grated.

The monks stepped out, and began at once to build.
They dug up the clay, made bricks, burnt them, and by
winter had erected a house to shelter them:. The frosts
came on. The great marshes were a sheet of dazzling ice;
the willows covered with rime, twinkled in the winter sun.
No lack of wood there. In the wide chimney huge logs
roared, and the monks crouched round them. They had
good eels from the marshes, and potherbs sown in the
spring.

Death had landed with them, marsh-ague and rheumatic
fever began to tell on the little band, and the soil was unfit
for burial. When they dug, the graves filled with water.
They sent to S. Omer, and he gave them an adjoining hill
on which was a church dedicated to Qur Lady, united to
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the islet of Sithieu by a ridge of sand. This hill became
their burial ground, and the site of the future city of S. Omer.

Bertin lived to an advanced age; he outreached the span
of a hundred years, and fell asleep in the Lord on the gth
of September, A.D. 709, after having spent fifty-nine at
Sithieu. :

This monastery afterwards took the name of its founder,
and its magnificence in time made it the glory of French
Flanders, of which it was the noblest Gothic monument. 1t
is now but a fragment. At the outbreak of the great Revo-
lution the monastery was suppressed ; but the Convention
spared the stately building. Under the Directory it was
sold for the materials, unroofed, and stripped of its wood-
work and metal, yet its walls remained comparatively unin-
jured until the magistrates of S. Omer, in 1830, barbarously
pulled it down to afford employment to some labourers
out of work ! The fragment which remains consists of a
stately tower built in the 15th century, and a small portion
of the nave. The tower, threatening to fall, has been
propped up by an ugly, ill-contrived buttress of masonry ;
there is some talk of converting it into a2 museum.

In 1050 or 1052 the body of S. Bertin was exhumed from
the crypt of S. Martin, and in 1237 was placed in a magni-
ficent shrine by the Bishop of Cambrai. The shrine was
bought at the Revolution by a pious lady of S. Omer, with
all its contents, and in 1806 she restored them to the Bishop
of Arras, and they were placed in the church of S. Denis
at S. Omer, where they still exist.

S. Bertin is represented in art in monastic habit, holding
a boat in his hands.
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SS. ROMANUS AND DAVID, MM.

(a.D. to15.)

[Russian, Polish, and Lithuanian Kalendars, on July 24. ‘Their Trans-
lation on May 2. Romanus or Boris died July 24, David or Gleb on
Sept. 5. On which day the Bollandists give their acts. Authorities :—
Nestor (A.D. xxx5), Chronicon. The Acts in the Bollandists are not correct.]

ON the death of S. Vladimir (July 15), his eldest son,
Sviatopolk, seized on the reins of government. Boris, the
second son, was at the time at the head of some troops
opposed to the Pechenegians. Sviatopolk (determined to
appropriate to himself the duchy of Rostoff, which was the
appanage of Boris) hastened secretly to Wissegorod, through
which Boris would return, with intention to murder him.

One night, after having disbanded his troops, the young
prince was alone in his tent with a little Fungarian page
named George, whom he had bought fora gold torque, when
the assassins broke in and thrust at Boris. The boy at once
flung himself between the spears and his master, and fell
transfixed. Boris rushed out of the tent, but it was sur-
rounded, and he was cut down. This took place on July
24, 1015. The murderers put the body on a cart; but
apparently he was not quite dead, for when the waggon got
into the forest near Wissegorod, he was seen to move and
raise his head. Sviatopolk at once ordered a spear to be
run through his brother’s heart.

The deed was done with such expedition and secresy that
Sviatopolk hoped to obtain possession of his brother Gleb,
or David, as he is also called, before his suspicions were
aroused. Sviatopolk sent him an invitation to a banquet at
Kieff. Gleb was thrown from his horse whilst on his way
thither, and injured his foot. He therefore took a boat at
Smadin, after having left Smolensk. But in the meantime
the rumour of the murder had reached Jaroslaff, prince of
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Novogorod, another brother, and he hastened to arrest Gleb
on his way, and warn him that treachery was meditated.
Whilst Gleb hesitated, not knowing whither to go, and in-
capacitated from flying on horseback, by the injury done to
his foot, assassins arrived; the cook of Boris, who was in the
pay of Sviatopolk, stabbed him with a knife ; and the body
was then secreted in a lonely place between two trunks of
trees. But a pillar of light and angelic psalmody called
attention to the spot.

Jaroslaff escaped, took up arms, and defeated Sviatopolk
in two pitched battles. Sviatopolk fled, but was seized with
rheumatic fever, and died in agonies of alarm, thinking he
was pursued by avenging hands. The body of Gleb was
translated by order of Jaroslaff to Wissegorod, and laid
beside that of his brother Boris. Both were uncorrupt.

S. LAURENCE JUSTINIANI, PATR.

(A.p. 1455.)

[Roman Martyrology. Beatified by Clement VII. in 1524, canonized by
Alexander VIIIL. in 16go. He died Jan. 8, but his festival is fixed for
Sept. 5, the day of his consecration as bishop. Authorities:—His life by
Bernard Giustiniani, who died A.D. 1489.] y

Tue family of Giustiniani was one of the noblest it
Venice, claiming descent from the Emperor Justinian.
Bernardo Giustiniani married a lady of the Querini family,
one scarce less noble, and died, leaving her a young widow
with a number of little children. Like a good mother she
devoted herself entirely to their welfare, formed their cha-
racters herself, and attended to their education.

The little Laurence, one of her sons, from an early age
manifested tokens of a deeply pious disposition.
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One night, when he was nineteen years old, he had a
dream, in which he saw the Eternal Wisdom manifest in
human form as a maiden in dazzling raiment, and heard her
say, “ Why seekest thou rest outside of thyself? Enter
within, and seek peace in thine own soul. Seek it in me, who
am the Wisdom of God. Take me for thy spouse, thy por-
tion, and the lot of thine inheritance.”

The dream produced a lasting effect on his mind, and he
made the resolve to devote himself to God alone.

A religious state appeared to him that in which he might
best attain the great end which he proposed to himself.
But before making a final determination, he sought to know
the will of God by humble prayer, and addressed himself
for advice to a holy and learned priest called Marino
Querini, who was his uncle by the mother’s side, and a re-
gular canon in the austere Congregation of S. George in
Alga, established in a little isle which bears that name,
situate a mile from the city of Venice, towards the continent.
The prudent director, understanding that he was inclined to
embrace a religious state, advised him first to make trial of
his strength, by inuring himself to the habitual practice of
austerities. Laurence readily obeyed, and in the night,
leaving his soft bed, lay on knotty sticks on the floor.
During this secret novitiate, he one day represented to
himself on one side honours, riches, and worldly pleasures,
and on the other, the hardships of poverty, fasting, watching,
and self-denial, then said to himself: “ Hast thou courage,
my soul, to despise these delights, and to undertake a life
of uninterrupted penance and mortification ?” After stand-
ing some time in a pause, he cast his eyes on a crucifix, and
said: “Thou, O Lord, art my hope. In this tree are found
comfort and strength.” The ardour of his resolution to walk
in the narrow path of the cross, showed itself in the extreme
severity with which he treated his body, and the continual
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application of his mind to the exercises of religion. His
mother and other friends, fearing lest his excessive mortifi-
cations should prove prejudicial to his health, endeavoured
to divert him from this course, and they contrived for him a
marriage with a distinguished and beautiful maiden. The
saint perceiving in this a conspiracy to turn him from the
object of his desires, fled secretly to the monastery of
S. George in Alga, and was admitted to wear the religious
habit.

By this change he was not called upon to practise any
new austerities which he had not before practised; his
superiors even judged it necessary to mitigate the rigours
which he exercised upon himself He was only nineteen
years of age, but surpassed, in his watchings and fasts, all
his religious brethren. To gain a perfect mastery over his
senses, he took no useless recreation, subdued his body by
severe discipline, and never came near a fire in the sharpest
weather, though his hands were often benumbed with cold ;
he allowed himself to eat only what the utmost necessity
required, and never drank out of meals; when asked to do
it under excessive heat and weariness, he used to say: “If
we cannot bear this thirst, how shall we endure the fire of
purgatory ?”  From the same heroic disposition proceeded
his invincible patience in every kind of sickness. During
his novitiate he was afflicted with swellings in the glands of
his neck, brought on in part by a relaxed condition of body,
through insufficient nourishment. ,

The surgeons prescribed cupping, lancing, and searing
with fire. Laurence bore the painful operations with the
utmost composure, without an exclamation of suffering.

In his old age, seeing a surgeon tremble before inflicting
an incision in his neck, he said, “Cut boldly; your razor
cannot exceed the burning irons that tortured the martyrs.”

He loved to go about Venice in a tattered garb, with
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wallet over his shoulder, asking alms. “Let us go boldly
in quest of scorn,” said he, when reprimanded by some of
the brethren. “ It is nothing to have renounced the world
in words, if we have not done so with our hearts in reality.
Come to conquest over the world this day, with our old
leather sacks !”

The saint often came to beg at his mother’s door. When-
ever she heard his voice in the street, calling “ An alms, for
the love of God !” she would burst into tears of shame and
annoyance. However, she never failed to stuff his wallet
with bread.

One day the storehouse, in which were laid up the pro-
visions of the community, was burnt down, and the canons
were loud in their lamentations. “We have embraced
poverty in word,” said the saint, ““and now we must feel
what we have proposed.”

When he first renounced the world, he often felt it
difficult to repress the desire to justify himself when wrong-
fully accused, and to do so would bite his tongue. One
day when he was superior, he was rashly accused in chapter
of having done something against the rule. The saint
could have easily given a satisfactory account of his con-
duct; but he rose instantly from his seat, and walking
gently, with his eyes cast down, into the middle of the
chapter-room, fell on his knees, and begged penance and
pardon of the fathers. The sight of his humility covered
the accuser with such confusion, that he threw himself at
the saint’s feet, and asked pardon for having brought a
charge against him.

S. Laurence so much dreaded lest his natural love for his
family, his dear mother, who had nursed him, his brothers
and sisters, who had been his playfellows, should disturb
his contentment with his self-chosen lot, that from the day
on which he first entered the monastery, to that of his
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death, he never set foot in his old home, except when
called to their death-beds, when he assisted with composed
face and tearless eyes, as indifterent to them as to the
rest of the world. Some months after his retreat from the
world, a certain nobleman who had been his intimate
friend, and then filled one of the first offices in the com-
monwealth, returning from the East, and hearing of the
state he had embraced, determined to use all his endeavours
to change his purpose. ~With this design he went to S.
George’s with a band of musicians, as if a resolute mind
like that of Laurence, which had long counted the cost,
could be moved by a party of fiddlers and pipers! The
issue of the interview proved quite contrary to the noble-
man’s expectation. At the first sight of the new soldier of
Christ he was struck by the modesty of his countenance,
and the gravity of his person, and stood for some time
silent and astonished. At length he spoke out his mind,
and both by the endearments of friendship, and by the
sharpest reproaches, strove to shake the resolution of
the young novice. Laurence suffered him to vent his

. passion : then with a mild countenance he discoursed to

him so earnestly on death and the vanity of the world, that
the nobleman was disarmed, and so moved with com-
punction, that he resolved upon the spot to embrace the
holy rule which he came to violate ; and the fervour with
which he went through the novitiate, and persevered to his
death in this penitential institute, was a subject of admiration
and edification to the wholé city.

S. Laurence was promoted to the priesthood, and the
fruit of the excellent spirit of prayer and compunction with
which he was endowed, was a discernment in spiritual
matters, and prudence in the direction of souls. The tears
which he abundantly shed at his devotions, especially whilst
he offered the sacrifice of the mass, strongly affected all the
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assistants, and awakened their faith ; and the raptures with
which he was favoured in prayer were wonderful. Much
against his inclination he was chosen General of his Order.
He governed it with singular prudence, and great reputation
for sanctity. He reformed its discipline in such a manner
as to be afterwards regarded as its founder. Even in private
conversation he used to give pathetic lessons of virtue,
couched in the simplest words and the shortest sentences;
and such was the unction with which he spoke, that he
softened the hearts of those who heard him. Knowing by
sad experience how many mistook their vocations, or how
much harm was done by forcing men into the religious life
when they had no call to embrace it, he would receive very
few into his Order, and these he thoroughly tried, saying, that
a state of such perfection was for few, and zeal rarely survived
the first enthusiasm. It is not therefore to be wondered at
that he was very attentive and rigorous in examining and
trying the vocation of postulants. The most sincere
humility was the first thing in which he laboured to ground
his religious disciples, teaching them that it not only
purges the soul of lurking pride, but also that this alone
inspires true courage, by teaching the soul to place her
confidence in God alone, the only source of strength. He
compared this virtue to a river which is low in summer, but
full and high in winter. So, said he, humility is silent in
prosperity, never elated by it; but it is high, and full of joy
and invincible courage under adversity. He used to say,
" that there is nothing in which men more frequently deceive
themselves than humility, and that there is nothing more
difficult to acquire. As for that humility which consists in
acts of humiliation, it is often deceptive, and at best is only
a blind and imperfect sort of humility, preparatory perhaps
to the other, but nothing more.
The saint never ceased to preach to the magistrates and
VOL. X, 6
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senators in times of war and all public calamities, that,
to obtain the divine mercy, thcy should in the first place
become sensible of their own nothingness ; for without this
disposition of heart they could never hope for the divine
assistance. His confidence in God’s infinite goodness kept
pace with his humility and distrust of himself; and assiduous
prayer was his constant support. _ From the time he was made
priest he never failed saying mass every day, unless he was
hindered by sickness ; and he used to say, that it is a sign
of little love if a person does not earnestly endeavour to be
joined to his Blessed Lord in the sacrament of love as often
as is possible. It was a maxim which he frequently re-
peated, that for a person to pretend to live chaste amid
softness, ease, and continual gratifications of sense, was like
trying to quench fire by throwing fuel upon it.

Pope Eugenius IV. being acquainted with the virtue of
our saint, obliged him to quit his cloister, and nominated
him to the episcopal see of Venice in 1433. The holy man
employed all manner of entreaties and artifices to prevent
his elevation, and engaged his Order to write in the same
strain to his Holiness, but to no effect. When he could no
longer oppose the repeated orders of the Pope, he ac-
quiesced with many tears ; but such was hisaversion to pomp
and show, that he took possession of his church so privately
that his own friends knew nothing of the matter till the
ceremony was over. The saint passed that whole night in
the church at the foot of the altar, pouring forth his
soul before God with many tears : and he spent in the same
manner the night which preceded his consecration. Asa
bishop he remitted none of the austerities which he had
practised in the cloister. Light for guidance he sought in
prayer, pleasure he found in alleviating the wants of the
poor. He governed a great diocese in the most difficult
times, and in the midst of most intricate affairs, with as
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much ease as if it had been a single well regulated con-
vent.

Though he was bishop of so distinguished a see, in the
ordering of his household he consulted only humility ; and
when others told him that he owed some degree of state to
his illustrious birth, to the dignity of his church, and to the
commonwealth, his answer was, that virtue ought to be the
only ornament of the episcopal character, and that all the
poor of the diocese composed the bishop’s family. His
household consisted of five persons; he had no plate,
making use only of earthenware; he lay on a straw bed
covered with a coarse rag, and wore no clothes but his
ordinary purple cassock. His example, his severity to him-
self, and the affability and mildness with which he treated
all others, won every heart, so that he was able to effect
with ease certain salutary yet difficult reformations among
the laity and clergy. The flock loved too much so holy
and tender a pastor not to receive his ordinances with
docility. When private persons opposed his designs, he
overcame their repugnance by patience. A certain power-
ful man who was exasperated at a mandate the bishop had
published against stage entertainments, called him a scrupu-
lous old monk, and endeavoured to stir up the populace
against him. Another time, an abandoned wretch re-
proached him in the public streets as a hypocrite. The
saint heard "him without changing countenance, or altering
his pace. e was no less unmoved amidst commendations
and applause. No sadness clouded his serene soul, and all
his actions showed that he possessed that perfect peace
which passes knowledge. He founded fifteen religious
houses, and a great number of churches, and reformed those
of all his diocese, especially with regard to the manner of
performing the divine office, and the administration of the
sacraments. Such was the order and devotion that he
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established in his cathedral, that it was a model to all
Christendom. The number of canons that served it being
too small, S. Laurence founded several new canonries in it;
and he increased the number of parishes in the city of
Venice from twenty to thirty.

Crowds every day resorted to the bishop’s palace for ad-
vice, comfort, or alms; his gate, pantry, and coffers were
always open to the poor. He gave alms with wise discre-
tion, chiefly in bread and clothes, not in money, which
might be ill spent. If he gave money it was always in small
sums. He employed pious matrons to find out and relieve
the poor who were ashamed to ask for alms, or persons of
family in decayed circumstances. When a poor man came
to him, recommended by his brother Leonard, he said to
him, “ Go to him who sent you, and tell him, from me, that
he is perfectly able to relieve you himself.” No man ever
had a greater contempt for money than our saint. He
committed the care of his temporals to a faithful steward,
and used to say that it is an unworthy thing for a pastor of
souls to spend much of his precious time in casting up
farthings.

The Popes held S. Laurence in great veneration. Euge-
nius IV. having ordered the good bishop to meet him
at Bologna, he saluted him thus: “Welcome, ornament of
bishops I His successor, Nicholas V., sought an oppor-
tunity of giving him some token of his particular esteem ;
and when Dominic Michelli, Patriarch of Grado, died
in 1451, his Holiness transferred the patriarchal dignity
to the see of Venice. The senate, jealous of its preroga-
tives, raised objections, fearing lest the patriarchal dignity
or authority should overshadow their own. Whilst this was
being debated in the senate-house, S. Laurence repaired
thither, and declared his earnest desire to resign a charge
for which he was most unfit,and which he had borne against
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his will eighteen years, rather than feel his burden increased
by this additional dignity. His humility so affected the
whole senate, that the doge himself was not able to refrain
from tears, and cried out to the saint, conjuring him not to
entertain such a thought, or to raise any obstacle to the
Pope’s decree, which was expedient to the Church, and
most honourable to their country. In this he was seconded
by the whole house, and the ceremony of the installation of
the new patriarch was celebrated with great joy by the
whole city.

S. Laurence, after this new exaltation, considered himself
as bound by a new tie to exert his utmost strength in
labouring to advance the glory of God, and the santifica-
tion of the souls committed to his care. Rarely before was
it shown how much a man could do for himself and for
others who knew how to economize his time. S. Laurence
never on his own account made any one wait who wanted to
speak to him, but immediately interrupted his writing,
studlies, or prayers to give admittance to others, whether
rich or poor ; and received all persons that addressed them-
selves to him with sweetness and charity. His advice was
always healing to the diseases of soul of those who applied
to him as to a wise spiritual physician; and such was the
universal opinion of his virtue, penetration, and judgment,
that causes decided by him were never admitted to a second
hearing at Rome ; but in all appeals his sentence was con-
~ firmed.

S. Laurence was seventy-four years old when he wrote his
last work, “The Degrees of Perfection:” he had just
finished it when he was seized with a sharp fever. In his
illness his servants prepared a bed for him ; but the servant
of Christ was troubled, and said : “ Are you laying a feather-
bed for me? No: that shall not be. My Lord was
stretched on a hard and painful tree. Do not you remem-
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ber that S. Martin said, in his agony, that a Christian ought
to die on ashes?” Nor could he be contented till he was
laid on his straw. He forbade his friends to weep for him,
and often cried out, in raptures of joy, * Behold the Bride-
groom cometh, let us go forth to meet him.” He added, with
his eyes lifted up to heaven, “ Good Jesus, behold I come.”
At other times, weighing the divine judgments, he expressed
sentiments of holy fear. Some one remarked to him that
he might go joyfully to his crown ; he was much disturbed
thereat, and said, “ The crown is for valiant soldiers ; not for
cowards like me.” So great was his poverty that he had no
temporal goods to dispose of, and he made his testament
only to exhort in it all men to virtue, and to order that his
body should be buried without pomp, in his convent of
S. George. This clause was however set aside by the senate
after his death. During the two days that he survived, after
receiving extreme unction, the whole population of Venice
came in turns, according to their rank, to receive his last
blessing. The saint would have even the beggars admitted,
and gave to each class a short pathetic instruction. Seeing
one Marcello, a pious young nobleman, his favourite
disciple, weep bitterly, he comforted him, giving him the
following assurance: “I go before, but you will shortly
follow me. Next Easter we shall meet in mutual embraces.’
Marcello fell sick in the beginning of Lent, and was buried
in Easter week. S. Laurence, closing his eyes, calmly ex-
pired on the 8th of January, in the year 1455, at the age of
seventy-four years, having been honoured with the episcopal
dignity twenty-two years, and four with that of patriarch,
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September 6.

S. ZACHARIAH, Prophet in Fudea; circ. B.C. 480,

SS. ONESIPHORUS AND PorRPHYRY, M M. at Paros in the Hellespont; st
cent.

SS. FausTus, P.M. AND OTHERS, M. at Alexandria; circ. A.D. 250.

SS. SANCTIANUS, AUGUSTINUS, AND BEATA, MM. at Sens; A.D. 273.

SS. QuoTip1us AND Comp., MM, in Cappadocia.

S. PETRONIUS, B. of Verona ; stk cent.

SS. DoNaTIANUS AND OTHERS, BB. CC., AND L&TUS, B.M. in Africa,
after A.D. 483,

S. ELEUTHERIUS, A&, @t Rome ; circ. A.D. 585.

S. CAGNOALD, B. of Laon; circ. A.D. 635.

S. BEGA OR BEE, Abss. in Cumberland ; end of 7tk cent.

S. MAGNOALD, A&. of Fiissen in Bavaria; circ. A.D. 655.

SS. ONESIPHORUS AND PORPHYRY, MM.

(1sT CENT.)

[The Martyrology of Jerome, Bede, Usuardus, Hrabanus, Wandelbert.
The **Martyrologium parvum,” S. Onesiphorus alone, as disciple of S.
Paul, not as martyr. By Molanus, Onesiphorus alone on Sept. 6, and One-
siphorus and Porphyry as Martyrs on Nov. 9. In the Greek Menologies
Onesiphorus and Porphyry on July 15, or July 16. Also the Coptic Mar-
tyrologies, and again on Nov, 8 and g. Onesiphorus as one of the Ixx. dis-
ciples of Christ on April 29, along with Euodias. Again on Dec. 7, along
with six others, disciples of S. Paul, as one of the Ixx. and Bishop of
Cheronza. In the Menology of Basil on Dec. 8, and in some editions of
the Menzea on Dec. 8, as Bishop of Caesarea. Again on Sept. 7, along
with Euodias, as Bishop of Cephalonia. It is evident, therefore, that
several of the same name have been confounded together. The modern
Roman Martyrology adopts the version in the Menaa of his martyrdom

. with Porphyry.]

NESIPHORUS is named twice in the second
epistle of S. Paul to S. Timothy (i. 16-18, iv. 19).
In the former passage S. Paul mentions him in
terms of grateful love, as having a noble courage
and generosity in his behalf, amid his trials as a prisoner at
Rome when others from whom he had expected better things
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had deserted him ; in the latter passage he singles out “ the
household of Onesiphorus ” as worthy of a special greeting.
It has been thought from this and from the manner in
which Onesiphorus is spoken of in the first passage with the
prayer that “the Lord may remember him in that day,” that
Onesiphorus was then dead, and that S. Paul wrote mention-
ing the good deeds of his departed friend in a letter which
contained a message to his household. And this seems
most probable. If so, the Onesiphorus commemorated by
the Greeks on April 29 is the disciple of S. Paul, and the
others of the same name are various bishops and martyrs of
various dates.

According to the ¢‘ Martyrology of Florus” he was sent
by S. Paul to Samaria, where he preached and died in peace,
A.D. 74 ; a bit of pure guess. Peter de Natalibus says that after
the martyrdom of S. Paul he remained in Rome, and there
died in peace. Another guess stated as a fact. The Greek
Menza says that Onesiphorus was a native of Iconium, and
dwelt there. The Onesiphorus mentioned by S. Paul cer-
tainly dwelt with his household at Ephesus. He went to
Paros, in the Hellespont, and there was captured, along
with his servant Porphyry, and both were put to death,
Onesiphiorus by being tied to the tails of wild horses. One
Onesiphorus commemorated by the Greeks was Bishop of
Chzronea, another Bishop of Cephalonia. These were
evidently distinct from Onesiphorus the disciple of S. Paul,
and from the martyr of Paros.
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S$S. SANCTIANUS, AUGUSTINUS, AND
BEATA, MM.

(ABOUT A.D. 273.)

[Gallican Martyrologies. S. Beata by Usuardus on July 29. Authority :
—The Acts, written in the gth cent., and therefore not trustworthy.]

SS. Sancrianus and Augustine, two brothers, with their
sister Beata, Spaniards by birth, came to Soissons. They
were all very young and had been baptized.

Aurelian the prefect, having compassion on their youth,
did all that lay in his power to persuade them to abandon
the faith of Christ. But as they turned a deaf ear to his
words, he ordered their execution with the sword.

SS. DONATIAN AND OTHERS, BB. CC.,, AND
LATUS, B.M.

(AFTER A.D. 483.)

[The **Martyrologium parvum” commemorates these bishops as con-
fessors ; one of them was, however, a martyr—Lzetus, and is so noted by
Ado, Usuardus, and the Roman Martyrology. Authority :—Victor of
Utica, a confessor in the same persecution.]

THE story of these bishops has been given in the life of
S. Eugenius (July 13), to which the reader is referred. One
of these bishops, Latus, whom the Arian king, Huneric,
especially hated for his zeal and eloquence, he burnt alive,
the rest, after barbarous treatment, he banished to Corsica.
Their names were Donatianus, Presidius, Mansuetus, Ger-
manus, and Fusculus. They were all bishops of the pro-
vince of Byzacene, in North Africa.
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S. CAGNOALD, B. OF LAON.

(aBoUT A.D..635.)

[Gallican Martyrologies. None of the ancient classic martyrologies.
The old Benedictine Kalendar on Jan. 3r. Bucelinus in his Benedictine
Menology twice, on Aug. 23 and Sept. 6. The Paris Martyrology of 1727,
and Saussaye. No consecutive Life of S. Cagnoald exists. It hasto be
picked out from notices in the Lives of S. Eustasius of Luxeuil, S. Burgun-
dofara, S. Faro, and S. Columbanus.]

S. CAGNOALD, or Cagnox as he is called in French, was
the son of Agneric, Count of Meaux, a noble at the court
of Theodebert II. of Austrasia. When S. Columbanus
came to France he lodged in the house of Agneric. The
holy Irish patriarch took his children, in his arms and
blessed them ; that blessing rested on them, and Faro,
Cagnoald, and their sister Burgundofara are numbered with
the saints.

S. Columbanus took charge of Cagnoald, whom his father
and his own inclination devoted to God, and brought him
up at Luxeuil, where he grew to be his favourite disciple.

When Queen Brunehaut exiled the holy abbot, Cagnoald
accompanied him.

At the time that Theodebert and his brother Thierry were
engaged in fighting each other on the field of Tolbiac,
where their great-grandfather Clovis had founded by victory
the Christian kingdom of the Franks, Columbanus was
wandering in a wood near his retreat with Cagnoald. As
he was reading, seated upon the fallen trunk of an old oak,
he slept, and saw in a dream the two brothers coming to
blows. At his waking he told his companion of this vision,
sighing over all that bloodshed. The son of Theodebert’s
minister answered him, ¢ But, dear father, help Theodebert
with your prayers, that he may overcome Thierry, our com-
mon enemy.” Columbanus answered him, “ Thou givest
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me a foolish counsel ; not such was the will of the Lord,
who commanded us to pray for our enemies.”

Cagnoald followed S. Columbanus in all his wanderings,
hiding with him among the rocks, in the wildest solitudes.

In 613, Columbanus laid the foundation of the abbey of
Bobbio near Genoa. Cagnoald accompanied him thither, and
remained with him there till the death of the patriarch (Dec.
20, A.D. 615). Then he returned to Luxeuil, which was
governed at the time by S. Eustasius. Not long after his
return, he obtained leave of the abbot to visit his father and
mother. He returned to Meaux and found his sister Bur-
gundofara sick. After awhile S. Eustasius, having occasion
to visit King Clothair, went to Meaux, and restored Burgun-
dofara to health. On her recovery the maiden received the
veil from the hands of her brother, S. Faro, Bishop of Meaux ;
and she founded a monastery of which she became first
abbess, at Fare-Moutiers.

In a.D. 623, died Richebert, Bishop of Laon, and Cagnoald
was elected his successor. He assisted at the council of
Rheims, assembled in 630 by Sonnatius, Archbishop of
Rheims. In 631, he signed the charter of foundation of the
abbey of Solignac, and died of apoplexy on Aug. 23, about
A.D. 635.

All the relics of S. Cagnoald were lost at the Revolution.

QL
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S. BEGA, OR BEE, ABSS.

(END OF 7TH CENT.)

[Aberdeen Breviary, on October 31. The Anglican Martyrology of
Wilson (A.D. 1608), and Dempster in his Scottish Menology. Authority :—
A Life, late, from a MS, in the British Museum, pub. by Tomlinson, Car-
lisle, 1842. The following is from Montalembert's Monks of the West.]

In Cumberland, upon a promontory bathed by the waves
of the Irish sea, and from which in clear weather the southern
shore of Scotland and the distant peaks of the Isle of Man
may be seen, a religious edifice still bears the name and
preserves the recollection of S. Bega. She was, according to
the legend, the daughter of an Irish king, the most beauti-
ful woman in the country, and already asked in marriage by
the son of the King of Norway. But she had vowed her-
self, from her tenderest infancy, to the spouse of virgins,
and had received from an angel, as a seal of her celestial
betrothal, a bracelet marked with the sign of the cross. On
the night before her wedding-day, while the guards of the
king her father, instead of keeping watch, as usual, with
sabres at their sides and axes on their shoulders, were, like
their guests, deep in the revel, she escaped alone, with
nothing but the bracelet which the angel had given her,
threw herself upon a green sod, and was wafted to the oppo-
site shore, in Northumberland, where she lived long in a
cell in the wood, uniting with her prayers the care of the sick
poor around. Fear of the pirates who infested these coasts
led her, after awhile, farther inland. What then became of
her? Here the confusion, which is so general in the de-
bateable ground between legend and history, becomes nearly
inextricable. Was it she who, under the name of Heiu, is
pointed out to us by Beda as the woman to whom Bishop
Aidan, the apostle of Northumbria, gave the veil, and whom
he placed at the head of the first nunnery which had been
seen in the north of England? Or was it she who, under
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the name of Bega, after having abdicated the dignity of
abbess, lived for thirty years a humble and simple nun in
one of the monasteries under the rule of the great Abbess of
Whitby, Hilda, whose intimate friend she became, as well
as her daughter in religion ?

These are questions which have been long disputed by
the learned, and which it seems impossible to bring to any
satisfactory conclusion. What is certain, however, is that a
virgin of the name of Bega figures among the most well-
known and long venerated saints of the north-west of
England. She was celebrated during her lifetime for her
austerity, her fervour, and an anxiety for the poor, which led
her, during the building of her monastery, to prepare with
her own hands the food of the masons, and to wait upon
them in their workshops, hastening from place to place like
a bee laden with honey. She remained down to the Middle
Ages the patroness of the laborious and often oppressed
population of the district, in which tradition presents her to
us as arriving alone and fearless on a foreign shore, flying
from her royal bridegroom. In the twelfth century the
famous bracelet which the angel had given her was regarded
with tender veneration ; the pious confidence of the faithful
turned it into a relic upon which usurpers, prevaricators, and
oppressors against whom there existed no other defence,
were made to swear, with the certainty that a perjury com-
mitted on so dear and sacred a pledge would not pass un-
punished. It was also to Bega and her bracelet that the
cultivators of the soil had recourse against the new and un-
just taxes with which their lords burdened them. In vain
the Scottish rievers or the prepofents of the country, treading
down under their horses’ feet the harvest of the Cumbrians,
made light of the complaints and threats of the votaries of
S. Bega. “What is the good old woman to me, and what
harm can she do me?” said one. * Let your Bega come !”
said another—*let her come and do whatever she likes !
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she cannot make one of our horses cast his shoes.” Sooner
or later divine vengeance struck these culprits; and the
fame of the chastisements sent upon them confirmed the
faith of the people in the powerful intercession of her who,
six hundred years after her death, still gave a protec-
tion effectual and energetic against feudal rudeness, to
the captive and to the oppressed, to the chastity of women,
and the rights of the lowly, upon the western shore of
Northumbria.

S. MAGNOALD, AB.
(aBouT A.D. 653.)

[Notker, and many German Martyrologies. Tamayus Salazar in his
Spanish Martyrolegy converts him into an abbot and bishop in Spain.
«¢ Risu dignus est Tamayus, " says the Bollandist. In Suabia also March 21,
the Translation of S. Magnoald.® The only authority for this Saint's life is
unfortunately utterly untrustworthy. It is a Life which it is pretended
was written by his companion and disciple Theodore, who laid it under the
abbot’s head when he buried him. The body was dug up in the gth
century, and on the stone coffin being opened, the book was taken out,
and delivered to Ermenric of Elwangen, (d. A.D. 866), to re-edit, much of
it being decayed by age. Thus the Life is pretended to be a composition of
a contemporary in the 7th cent., re-edited in the gth. It is really a forgery
of the 10th or 12th cent. ‘‘Nec Theodori nec Ermenrici illud est opus-
culum, sed cujusdam impostoris.”—Basnage. The Life is made up of long
extracts from Jonas of Bobbio, who wrote the Life of S. Columbanus, and
of Walafrid Strabo (d. A.D. 849), and from the Life of S. Gall. Events nar-
rated of others are transferred to Magnoald.! For instance, the incideut
told of S. Cagnoald, related a few pages back (p. go), is told verbatim of
Magnoald, the forger having only to change one letter—C, into M. Where
the composer of this Life had genuine Lives to manipulate and convert to a
memoir of S. Magnoald his book is interesting, but directly he brings
Magnoald to the ground where he founded his abbey, and on which the
Lives of S, Columbanus and S. Gall turnished no data, he lapses into foolish
legend.]

FroM the circumstances mentioned in the head-note, it'is
impossible to place any reliance on the history of S. Mag:
noald, Mangold, or Magnus, as he is variously called.

1 See Kritische Priifung d. Lebensgesch. der Heil. Magnus, in Benkert's Athanasia,
xi. p. 414. Wiirzburg. 1832,
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He was a disciple of S. Columbanus, and was probably
a native of Suabia. After the departure of S. Columbanus
to Italy he remained with S. Gall till his death, and then
departed eastwards. He stayed a short while at Kemp-
ten, where he freed the neighbourhood of serpents, and
then went on to Fiissen, where he founded an abbey. One
day when he was in the mountains, he met a bear, who began
gnawing at the roots of a tree.

“My good friend,” said Magnoald, “I have no spade or
mattock with me.”

Then the bear set to work, and tore at the tree roots, dis-
lodged the soil, and exposed a vein of iron ore. After this,
the beast made signs as if it wished to show more further up
the mountain. Magnoald rewarded bruin with a cake, and
said, ¢ Return with me to the abbey, and I will send my
servant with a pickaxe after thee, and see that thou do him
no harm.” So the bear followed him like a dog, and Mag-
noald furnished his man with tools, and the beast led him
into the mountains, and showed him several iron veins.
And thus were discovered the iron mines worked long after-
wards. In the church of Fiissen is preserved the staff of
S. Magnoald, which is carried about the country to chase ver-
min from the fields. The abbey is sequestrated, and is the
property, at present, of the Freiherr von Poniskau,

S. Magnus or Magnoald is represented with a dragon
transfixed by his pastoral staff, as he is said to have expelled
such a monster from the neighbourhood or Fiissen, or with
2 bear at his side.
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S. EursycHIUS, M. at Cesarea in Cappadocia; and cent,

S. Jouwn, M. at Nicomedia ; A.D. 303.

S. S020N, M. at Pompeiopolis in Cilicia ; circ, A.D. 304.

S. ANASTASIUS, M, at Salona in Dalniatia; circ. AD. 304,

S. REGINA, V.M. at S. Reine in Burgundy,

S. EVURTIUS, B. of Orleans : cive. A.D. 391.

S. VivENTIUS, B. of Rheims; end of 4tk cent,

SS. Memor1us AND Comp., MM. at Breuille in Champagne ; cive. AD. 451.

S. GRIMONIA, V.M, at Chapelles,in Picardy.

S. CLODOALD, P, at S. Cloud near Paris; end of 6tk cent.

S. Mobpoc, B. of Ferns; circ. A.D. 632.

S. MADELBERTA, V. Abss. of Maubeuge in Hainault ; circ, o.D. 708,

SS. ALKMUND AND GILBERT, BB. of Hexkam in Northumberland;
A.D. 780 and 789.

S. EUNAN, B. of Raphoe in Ireland.}

S. Joun oF LODESANO, B. of Gubbio in Italy ; A.D. 1106,

S. STEPHEN, B. of Die in France; AD, 1208,

S. EUPSYCHIUS, M.

(2ND CENT.)

[Greek Menza and Menologies, Modern Roman Martyrology. Another
Eapsychius on April g. Authorities :—Mention in the Menza and
tMenology.]

T is difficult to tell whether there were two martyrs
of the same name at Caesarea, or only one, and
that another Eupsychius who suffered at a dif-
ferent date has been confounded with him. One

Eupsychius has been mentioned on April 3 (p. 130). That

Eupsychius died under Julian, for pulling down the Temple

of Fortune. This Eupsychius suffered much earlier, under

Hadrian, Nor is it clear which martyr is the one mentioned

by S. Gregory Nazianzen and S. Basil the Great.

1 Thought to be the same as S. Adamnan, Abbot of Hy,
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Eupsychius who suffered under Hadrian is said to have
been discharged after his arrest, when he sold all his posses-
sions, and gave part of the proceeds to the poor, and part
to those who had delated him to the magistrate. He was
again arrested ; his sides were torn with iron hooks, and he
was then transfixed with a sword, by order of the judge
Sapricius.

S. JOHN, M.

(A.D. 303.)

[The ** Martyrologium parvum,” Ado, Usuardus, Notker, &c. Roman
Martyrology. Authorities :—Eusebius, viii. 3; Lactantius, De Mortib.
Persec. ¢. 12.]

THE saint called John in the Martyrologies is not named
either by Eusebius or Lactantius, and he is thought to be
the same as S. George. Lactantius gives Feb. 24th as the
day of his death.

When the decree of Diocletian against the Christians was
set up in Nicomedia, a “man of secular dignity” tore the
edict down ; he was at once sentenced to death.

That this John of Nicomedia, as he is called by the
Martyrologium parvum and Usuardus, is the same as S.
George can hardly be maintained, as the date of S. George’s
martyrdom at Lydda in Palestine, is given in the Chronicon

Paschale as 285, whereas that of the Nicomedian martyr

was the year of the promulgation of the edict against the
Christians, A.D. 303.

VOL. X. 7
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S. SOZON, M.

(ABOUT A.D. 304.)

[The Greek Menzaand Menologies. Inserted by Baronius in the Roman
Martyrology. Authorities :—The Greek Acts, later, but containing, appa-
rently in them the genuine notarial Acts. ]

WHEN Maximian was governor of Cilicia there was a
shepherd boy, named originally Tarasius, who took in bap-
tism the name of Sozon. This boy loved God with all his
heart, and sought to advance His kingdom and glory by
every means that lay in his feeble power.

Now one day, when his heart was full of what he heard,
how that Christian men and women were being haled before
judgment seats, and delivered over to be tormented, and
how they warred a good warfare, and finished their course,
and bound about their brows the wreaths of unfading flowers,
he lay down under a great oak beside a murmuring spring
that bubbled out of a rock, and fell asleep. Then he
dreamt that the Lord Jesus stood before him, and said,
“ Sozon, lay aside thy bow and the three arrows that are in
thy quiver, and come and follow me to death.” ‘Then
the lad jumped up and hid his weapons under the rock, and
with only his shepherd’s crook in his hand he went straight
into the city of Pompeiopolis, and entering a temple, he
struck a golden idol there with his crook and broke off the
right hand. Then he further broke the hand, and divided
the bits among the poor. Now when the sacrilege was dis
covered there was great commotion, and many innocent
persons were arrested on suspicion. When Sozon saw this
he went boldly into the court, and without a pallor on his
fresh cheek, or his limbs trembling, he stood forward before
the governor, Maximian, and said, “ Let these go free, 1
knocked the hand off the image ; and I have given the gold
fingers of that infamous idol to the poor.”
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Then Maximian said, “ What is thy name ?”

Sozon. “If thou desirest my name by which I am most
commonly known, I am called. Tarasius, as named by
my parents ; but I was called Sozon when made a Chris-
tian.” '

Maximian. “ Whence come you ?”

Sozon. “From the village of Midarze.”

Maximian. ** What brought you hither ?”

Sozon. “1 am a shepherd boy, I wander from place to
place with my flock.”

Maximian. * And what induced you to commit this act of
audacity ?”

Sozon. “1 wished to show that I was a Christian, and
that I thought you impious. That is why I struck off the
hand of the idoL”

Maximian. “ Come now, adore the gods, and we will look
over this first audacity.”

Sozon. © What god, that one-handed fellow? I should
be ashamed to venerate such a god as that, who cannot help
himself against my crook.”

Maximian, turning to the executioners, said, * Rack his
limbs.” .

Then Sozon said, “ Lord Jesus! help thy servant.”

Maximian. * There is yet time. Do what I bid you, and
you shall be spared torture.”

Sozon. “Fool! do you not see that I did this decd to
prove myself a Christian? I fear not your torments, and I
despise that filthy idol.”

Maximian ordered nails to be driven into his shoes, and
that the boy should be made to walk round the arena. Sozon
did so, and the blood spirted from his torn feet, so that his
skin was reddened above his ankles. As he passed the tri-
bunal of Maximian, he pointed to his feet and said, “ By
my hope ! you are not as gaily booted as I am in crimson.”

\7
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“ Why, fellow,” said Maximian, ¢ you bear it bravely.”

1 feel nothing,” answered the shepherd lad.

“Then tune your pipe,” said the magistrate, *and by the
gods I will spare you.”

“ Of old I have piped many a pretty song to my sheep,”
said the boy, ¢“now I will not pipe to you, but sing to God.”

“Burn him to death,” said Maximian, “and silence his
accursed tongue.”

Then the martyr walked gladly to the pile of wood smeared
with tar, a fire was set to it, and the flame rushed up around
him, and consumed him, Now as evening came on, a heavy
thunderstorm arose, and roared over the city, and the hail
and rain drove the keepers from the court under cover, and
taking advantage of the storm and darkness the Christians
came by night and carried off the scorched bones of the
martyr.

S. ANASTASIUS, M.

(aBOUT A.D. 304.)

[The Modern Roman Martyrology, inserted by Baronius, in these words:
‘“ At Aquileia S. Anastasius the Martyr.” Baronius followed Molanus, who
had fallen into a mistake, Anastasius of Aquileia suffered on Aug. 26 at
Salona, in Dalmatia, and not at Aquileia. In most copies of the Martyr-
ology of S. Jerome on Aug. 26, in none on Sept. 7. The mistake arose from
a curious slip of Molanus, who rendered VII. Kalendas Septembris the
7th of September, instead of Aug. 26. By the Greeks on Dec. 5 and
Oct. 25. Authority :—The Acts, not nearly contemporary, but apparently
trustworthy.]

Anastasius, a fuller of Aquileia, went to live at Salona
in Dalmatia, and having made up his mind to suffer martyr-
dom, he painted a cross on his house, and took occasion
ostentatiously to sign himself with the cross. He was
arrested and sentenced to be flung into the sea with a stone
attached to his neck. A Christian lady of Salona, named
Asclepia, promised liberty and a reward to any of her ser-
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vants who could recover the body. They therefore traced
the shore for many miles, and came upon some negro slaves
who had dragged the corpse out of the water. The ser-
vants of Asclepia rushed on them, and threatened to de-
nounce them as having murdered the man, if they did not
deliver up the corpse at once, and so scared them off their
prey. But, says the writer of the Acts, the Africans are
crafty folk, and they managed to keep the stone that had
been attached to the neck of the martyr. In all probability
they rolled it back into the sea, not deeming it of the
slightest value. But the slaves of Asclepia brought the
body to their mistress, and she buried it, and in time
of peace a noble church was reared over it at Salona.

S. REGINA, V.M.

(DATE UNCERTAIN.)

[Roman and Gallican Martyrologies. There are various legendary lives
of this Saint, but they are all fabulous, late, and founded on popular
legend.]

THE story of S. Regina, Reine, as she is called in France,
isnot without its beauty, but it is purely legendary. The fact
of the prevalence of devotion to her from a very early
period shows that such a saint did exist, but nothing worthy
of trust has descended to us regarding her history.

The legend is briefly as follows :

Regina was the daughter of Clemens, a citizen of Alix,
in Burgundy. Her mother died'in giving her birth, and
she was brought up by a Christian nurse, who baptized her.
When Clemens learned that his daughter had become a
Christian, he refused to receive her back into his house, and
she lived with her nurse, and occupied herself in keeping
sheep.
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One day Olybrius the Prefect was driving along the road,
when he met the pretty young shepherdess, then aged fifteen,
and fell in love with her. He ordered his servants to bring
her to him at Alix, where he was staying with Clemens.
When she arrived, and he discovered who she was, he de-
sired to make the beautiful and well-born girl his wife, and
her father would gladly have had it so.

But Regina would not listen to persuasions or threats.
Olybrius left, and Clemens, to break her resolution, chained
her up to a wall in a dungeon of his castle at Grignon.!

On the return of Olybrius, the girl was still unshaken, and
his love being turned to hatred, he ordered her to be tor-
tured to death. She was racked and scored with iron
combs, and then flung into a dark prison. There she under-
went an agony like that of the Saviour in the Garden, after
which a vision appeared.to her and healed her of her
wounds. In the vision she saw a cross with a snowy dove
above it, and heard these words : * Hail, wise virgin, queen
in reality rather than in name. You shall receive the crown
of immortality from your Lord.”

On the morrow Olybrius sentenced Regina to be stretched
on a cross and again tortured with red-hot irons, then to be
tied hands and feet, and plunged in a vat of cold water.
But suddenly the heavenly dove appeared above her and
bade her come and rest from her labours. Eight hundred
persons were converted at the sight of the dove. Then
Olybrius ordered the head of Regina to be struck off.

The chains by which S.Regina was bound, her skull,
heart, and jawbone are preserved at Alix-Sainte, and are
carried annually in procession.

S. Regina, or Reine, is represented with dove and sword,
and as a shepherdess with crook and sheep.

1 The dungeon called the Prison de Sainte Reine is shown under the ruins of
the Benedictine Abbey Church of Flavigny. ;
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SS. MEMORIUS AND COMP., MM. .

(ABOUT A.D. 451.)

[Roman and Gallican Martyrologies. Authority :—The fabulous Acts.
S. Memorius and companions are said to have been the clergy of S. Lupus,
but there is no mention whatever of their martyrdom in the life of S.Lupus.]

Tae fabulous story of these martyrs is to this effect.
When Attila at the head of his Huns invaded Burgundy, an
angel came to S. Lupus, Bishop of Troyes (July 29), and
bade him choose out twelve innocents (seven according to
another account), baptize them, and bid them march with
the priest Memorius, the deacons Felix and Sensatus, and
the subdeacon Maximian, bearing a cross and chanting, to
meet the invader. And at the rising of the sun the boys
were baptized, and S. Lupus led them forth outside of the
city of Troyes, and lifted up his hands and blessed thems
saying : “The Angel of the Lord accompany you, and the
Spirit of God be in you !”

Then the procession went forward, the boys and the
priest and deacons chanting, till they came to Breuille. And
when Attila saw them coming he fell off his horse with
fright, and gasped out to his officers who succeeded in re-
taining their seats ;

“Who are these ?”

Then Memorius coming up, said :

“ We are messengers of Lupus the bishop.”

And the chief captain of Attila said, ¢ This is enchant-
ment; they are trying witchcraft on thee. Let them be
slain.”

“Be it so I” said Attila. “ Draw your swords and fall on
them. But spare that old man, and bid him bear back to
the city the news that we are coming.” So they cut off the
heads of the boys, of the deacons, and of the subdeacon.

N
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Then said Attila, “That magical sign they bore aloft,
burn it.” \ .

So a fire was made, and the processional ' cross was
thrown into it. But a spark shot out and blinded the eye
of Attila’s little foot-page, who poured out wine for him.

Thereupon Memorius stepped forward and healed the
eye.

““QOld man, what is your name ?” asked Attila.

“What is yours, and that of your chief captain? Mine
is Memorius.”

“ My name,” said the king, ‘“is Attila ; and my captain
is called Selens.”

“ Beware,” said that officer; ‘“he wants our names to be-
witch us by means of them.”

“Ah ! said Attila, “ that is possible, so cut off his
head.” Then the head of Memorius was struck off.

“Throw the head into the river |” said Attila; so the
head was cast into the Seine. But after twenty days a
fisherman drew it to land in his net, and gave it to S. Lupus,
who buried it with the body with pomp.

S. CLODOALD, P.C.

(aBoUT A.D. 560.)

[ Roman and Gallican Martyrologies. Almost all the Martyrologies ; not
however the English or Scottish ones. Authorities :—A Life written in the
10th cent., or later ; better authority is the mention by Gregory of Tours,
who was almost a contemporary.]

IN 524, scarcely thirteen years after the death of Clovis,
and the partition of his dominions amongst his four sons;
the second of them, Clodomir, King of Orleans, was killed
in a war against the Burgundians, leaving three sons direct
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heirs of his kingdom, subject to equal partition between
them. Their grandmother, S. Clothild, kept them with her
at Paris; and their uncle Childebert (King of Paris), see-
ing that his mother bestowed all her affections upon the
sons of Clodomir, grew jealous; so, fearing that by her
favour they would get a share in the kingdom, he sent
secretly to his brother Clothair (King of Soissons), saying,
¢« Qur mother keepeth by her the sons of our brother, and
willeth to give them the kingdom of their father. Thou
must needs, therefore, come speedily to Paris, and we must
take counsel together as to what shall be done with them ;
whether they shall be shorn and reduced to the condition of
commoners, or slain and leave their kingdom to be shared

equally between us.” Clothair, overcome with joy at these . |

words, came to Paris. Childebert had already spread abroad
among the people that the two kings were to join in raising

the young children to the throne. The two kings then sent

a message to the queen, who at that time dwelt in the same
city, saying, ““Send thou the children to us, that we may
place them on the throne.” Clothild, full of joy and un-
witting of their craft, set meat and drink before the children,
and then sent them away, saying, ¢ I shall seem not to have
lost my son if I see ye succeed him in his kingdom.” The
young princes were immediately seized and parted from
their servants and governors; and the servants and the
children were kept in separate places. Then Childebert
and Clothair sent to the queen their confidant, Arcadius,
with a pair of shears and a naked sword. When he came to
Clothild, he showed her what he bore with him, and said to
her, “ Most glorious queen, thy sons, our masters, desire to
know thy will touching these children. Wilt thou that they
live with shorn hair, or that they be put to death?” Clothild,
astonished at the address, and overcome with indignation
answered at hazard amidst the grief that overwhelmed her,
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and not knowing what she should say, “ If they be not set
upon the throne, I would rather know that they were dead
than shorn.” But Arcadius, caring little for her despair, and
for what she might decide after more reflection, returned in
haste to the two kings, and said, * Finish ye your work,
for the queen, favouring your plan, willeth that ye accom-
plish it.” Forthwith Clothair-took the eldest by the arm,
dashed him upon the ground, and slew him without
mercy, with the thrust of a hunting-knife under the arm-pit.
At the cries raised by the child his brother cast himself
at the feet of Childebert, and clinging to his knees, said
amidst his sobs, “ Aid me, good father, that I die not like
my brother.” Childebert, his visage bathed in tears, said to
Clothair, ¢ Dear brother, I crave thy mercy for his life. I
will give thee whatsoever thou wilt as the price of his soul ;
I pray thee, slay him not.” Then Clothair, with menacing
and furious mien, cried out aloud, “Thrust him away, or
thou diestin his stead. Thou, the instigator ofall this work,
art thou, then, so quick to draw back ?’ At these words
Childebert thrust away the child towards Clothair, who
seized him, plunged a hunting-knife into his side, as he had
into his brother’s, and slew him. They then put to death
the slaves and governors of the children. After these mur-
ders Clothair mounted his horse and departed, taking little
heed of his nephews’ death. Aund Childebert withdrew to
the outskirts of thecity. Queen Clothild had the corpses of
the two children placed in a coffin, and followed them with
a great parade of chanting and immense mourning, to the ba-
silica of S. Peter (now S. Genevieve), where they were buried
together. One was ten years old and the other seven. The
third, named Clodoald, could not be caught, and was saved
by some gallant men. He, disdaining a terrestrial kingdom,
dedicated himself to the Lord, was shorn by his own hand,
and became a churchman. He devoted himself to good
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works, and died a priest. And the two kings divided
equally between them the kingdom of Clodomir.’

Clodoald, or S. Cloud, as he is called in France, escaped
into Provence, where he lived in a little cell as a hermit on
the fruits of the earth. The horrors of his infancy had sad-
dened his young spirit, and had completely alienated him
from the world. He cast aside every thought of ambition,
which would have led him along a pathway of blood, and
sought in place of an earthly crown, one eternal, peaceful, in
the heavens.

A pretty legend is related by his 1oth century biographer.
A beggar came to his cell asking alms. S. Cloud had
nothing to give him save his hood, and he snatched this off,
and cast it over the beggar’s shoulders. And when evening
came on, and the poor man in the dusk walked through the
forest, the hood began to shine like a lamp ; and when he
came forth, all men wondered at the luminous hood, and
thus they learned how great a saint was living in the woods
of their neighbourhood.

After awhile he returned to the neighbourhood of Paris.
His two uncles no longer dreaded him. Shorn as 2 monk,
and living as a hermit, his life was no menace to them.
They suffered him to build a monastery, where now stands
the palace of S. Cloud. They even endowedit. Eusebius,
Bishop of Paris, ordained him priest, and there the saintly
prince spent the few years that remained of his life. He
died about 560, aged not much more than thirty-five.

Some relics of S. Clodoald still remain in the parish
church of S. Cloud.

In art he is often represented with nails, as he is patron
of the nail-makers, through an absurd pun on his name.

1 Greg. Turon., Hist. Franc,, iii. 18.
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S. MODOC, B.

(ABOUT A.D. 632.)

[Dempster’s Scottish Menology. Authority :—A Life in Capgrave ; also
see S. Aidan of Ferns, Jan. 31.1]

S. Moboc, commemorated as a Bishop and Culdee this
day in Scotland, is unquestionably the same as S. Aedan
of Ferns, celebrated in the hagiology of Ireland and Wales,
on Jan. 31. The simple form of his name is Aedh (Aeda,
Aidus, Zdeus, Edus, Hugh); with the diminutive it is
Aedhan (Aedan, Aidamus, Edanus); with the honorific pre-
fix it is Mo-Edoc (Modocus, Maidocus, Madock, Madoes,
Mogue). He was born in A.p. 588 at Inis-breaghmuigh
(East Breffny). His father's name was Sedna, eighth in
descent from Colla Nais, King of Ireland in 336. His
mother was Eithne of Tirawley. As a child he was a
hostage to Ainmire, King of Ireland in 568 ; after that he
studied along with S, Lasrian or Mallaissi of Devenish, in
Lough Earne. After a sojourn in Leinster he betook him-
self to S. David’s Monastery, Killmuine, in Wales. Here
he remained some time, renowned for sanctity. He returned
to Ui-Ceinnselaigh, in Ireland, was mixed up in the dissen-
sions of his native country, and on the success of his half-
brother, King Brandubh, he had Ferns assigned him as an
episcopal see. He returned to Wales on a visit to S. David
before he died ; then, returning to Ireland, he survived till
the beginning of the 7th century. In Scotland he is com-
memorated at Kilmadock. For legends concerning him see
the life of S. Aidan, Jan. 31.

1 See an exhaustive account of him in Dr. Reeves’ Paper ¢ On some Ecclesiastical
Bells,” in the * Transactions of the R. Irish Academy,” vol. viii. p. 446, Also

Bishop Forbes' *“ Scottish Kalendars,” p. 403.
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Sept. 7.

S. MADELBERTA, V. ABSS.

(ABOUT A.D. 705.)

[Belgian and Gallican Martyrologies. The Acts of S. Madelberta con-
sist of a series of pious sentiments, with no facts, and might do very well
for any other saintly Abbess. For facts we must go to the lives of S. Vincent
Madelgar and S. Aldetrudis.]

MADELBERTA of Maubeuge belonged to a family of saints.
She was daughter of S. Vincent Madelgar, and of S. Walde-
trude, sister of S. Aldegund. . Her brothers were S. Landric
and S. Dentelin, and her sister S. Aldetrude.

S. Madelberta was quite a little child when taken to the
monastery of S. Aldegund, her aunt, to be trained for the
Lord. She died Abbess of Maubeuge. Nothing more is
known of hér.

SS. ALKMUND AND GILBERT, BB.
(A.D.A 780 AND %89.)
[Menardus and Bucelinus in their Benedictine Martyrologies.]

S. ALKMUND was consecrated Bishop of Hexham in 767,
and died on the 7th September, 780. He was succeeded in
the see by Tilbert or Gilbert, who died in 789. Nothing is
known of their acts. The translation of their relics took
place in the 1zth century, and an account of the miracles
then wrought by their intercession was written by a canon
of Hexham. This account still exists. The bishops are
mentioned by Simeon of Durham and Roger Hoveden.
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Soptember 8.

THe NaTIVITY OF THE B. VIRGIN MaRY,

SS. ApriaN aND Comp., MM, at Nicomedia; cire. A.D. 304.

S. NaTALA, W. at Byzantium ; civc. A.D. 304.

SS. Eusesius, NesTapo, ZENO AND NESTOR, MM, at Gaza; cire.
A.D. 362. ’

S. CorBINIAN, B. of Freising in Bavaria; circ. A.D. 730

S. Uco, B. of Volterra, in Tuscany; A.D. 1284.

B. SERAPHINA, W, Abbs. at Pistgja; A.D. 1478.

THE NATIVITY OF THE B. VIRGIN.

[Roman Martyrology. York, Sarum, Hereford, &c., Anglican Reformed
Kalendar. By the Greeks on the same day, the Arabic Kalendar on

Sept. 7.]

JHIS festival was first introduced in the Eastern
B Church, probably shortly after the Council of
Ephesus. = Among the sermons of Proclus of
Constantinople (440) is one on the Nativity of
the Virgin ; in it there is, indeed, no mention of the day as
being” one of solemn festival, but such discourses were
generally pronounced as panegyrics on festivals.

In the 7th century the feast was generally observed in the
East, and S. Andrew of Crete has left us a hymn and a
sermon on it. The idiomelon of Andrew mentions the
festival, not as a newly instituted one, but as one of long
standing, and as one of the greatest in the East.

In the sacramentaries of Gelasius and S. Gregory the fes-
tival occurs. Pope Sergius, A.p. 695, issued a decree,
ordered a procession in Rome on this day to go from the
church of S. Adrian to that of S. Maria Maggiore.

The festival is not mentioned in the penitential of S.
Boniface, nor is it ordered in the canon on festivals of the
Council of Mainz (A.p. 813), nor in the constitution of
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srsy 1 he Nativity of the B. Virgin. 11

Hatto of Basle (a.D. 820), nor in those of Herard of
Tours (a.D. 858), nor that of Radulf of Bourges (a.D.
847) ; but nevertheless it appears in the statutes of
Sonnatius of Rheims (a.p. 625), and in the gth cent. in
those of Walter of Orleans. In the 1oth cent. it was intro-
duced into England, if we may trust Ingulf, who says it was
ordered by a Synod of London in 948.

In 1241, when the Papacy fell vacant, and the conflict of
parties interfered with an immediate election, the Cardinals
vowed, when they could agree, that the Nativity of S. Mary
should have an octave, and on the election of Innocent IV.,
A.D. 1243, the octave to the festival was decreed. Never-
theless it is without octave in the Cologne Kalendars of the
13th and 14th centuries. In the 14th cent. it is noticed
in the German missals. The octave is marked in the York,
Sarum, and Hereford Kalendars.

Nicephorus Callistus gives the following portrait of S.
Mary—* Mary was in everything modest and earnest; she
spake little, and then only about necessaries ; she was very
courteous, and rendered to all honour and respect. She was
of middle stature, though some assert her to have been
somewhat taller. She spoke to all with engaging frankness,
without laughing, without embarrassment, and- especially
without rancour. She had a pale tint, light hair, piercing
eyes with yellowish olive-coloured pupils. Her brows
were arched, and moderately black, her nose moderately
long, her lips fresh and full of amiability when speaking ;
her face was round or pointed, but longish ; hands and
fingers fairly long. Finally, she was without pride, simple,
without guile ; she had no insipidity about her, but was un-
assuming. In her dress she was fond of the national colour,
which is still visible in her sacred headgear—in short, there
was in all her ways divine grace.”

1 Niceph, “Eccles. Hist.” Lib. ii. c. 23.
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Cedrenus describes her as of moderate height, with yellowish
brown hair and hazel eyes, long fingers, and dress of no vivid
colour.

The Blessed Virgin is generally represented in a red tunic
and a blue mantle, these colours signifying celestial love and
truth ; more rarely she wears red and green, the colours of
love and hope. Blue and white are also colours appro-
priated to the B. V.M. She should always wear a white
veil ; on the right shoulder of her mantle, or in front of her
veil is embroidered a star, in allusion to her title, “ Stella
Maris,” the Latin interpretation of her Jewish name Miriam.
Her blue tunic is often richly embroidered with gold and
gems, and lined with ermine or stuff of various colours, in
accordance with the words of the Psalmist, “The King's
daughter is all glorious within : her clothing is of wrought
gold. She shall be brought unto the King in raiment of
needlework.” In the devotional effigies which represent the
B. V. M. as the Queen of Angels, she wears a splendid
crown. After the Crucifixion, our Lady usually appears in
violet or grey. She frequently appears with the sun over her
head and the moon under her feet, in allusion to Canticles
vi. 10, “fair as the moon, clear as the sun ;” and Revelation
xii. 1, *‘a woman clothed with the snn, and the moon under
her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars.”

Her principal emblems are the Lily (in its several
varieties of the fleur-de-lys, the ZZium candidum, and the
lily of the valley), the Rose (“I am the Rose of Sharon
and the Lily of the Valleys,” Cant. ii. 1), the Garden En-
closed, the Sealed Fountain, the Closed Gate, the Sealed
Book, and the Bush which burned and was not consumed.
in allusion to her perpetual virginity.
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SS. ADRIAN, NATALIA, AND OTHERS, MM.
(ABOUT A.D. 304.)

[Some copies of the Martyrology of Jerome on March 4, the Martyrology
of Bede on Sept. 8, the Martyrologium parvum, Ado, Hrabanus, Notker,
Usuardus. Modern Roman Martyrology on March 4 and Sept. 8. By
the Greeks on Aug. 26. Veneration for S. Adrian grew up in the West
after the translation of his body to Rome in the 6th or 7th cent. Au-
thority :-~The Greek Acts. There are various editions of these, more or
less diffuse. They are amplifications of ancient Acts. The Acts are too
late to be perfectly trustworthy, but for the main particulars may be relied
on. The tedious discourses put into the mouths of all the suffsrers are late
additions. ]

WHEN Maximian was persecuting the Church, he bade
his officers collect all the Christians in Nicomedia, and force
them to do sacrifice to the filse gods. One day as he was
driving out he passed a troop of twenty-three, heavily
chained, being led to prison. He leaped down from his
chariot, and ordered them to be brought at once into court
that he might try them.

They exhibited such constancy under torment, that a
young officer present, named Adrian, aged only twenty-
three, sprang into the middle of the court, and cried with a
loud voice, “Write me down a Christian also, secretary,
that I may be numbered with these warriors of Christ.”

Maximian, extremely exasperated, ordered him to be
chained and consigned to prison.

Adrian had been married for thirteen months to a young
and beautiful Christian girl, named Natalia, and her piety
and sweetness had first drawn his heart to Christ, but he
was unbaptized.

Now one of the servants ran to the house of Adrian, and
entering, breathless, told his mistress what had taken place.
Then Natalia was full of joy, and she went with speed
to the prison, and entered, and flung herself at the feet
of her husband, and kissed his chains, and implored the
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other confessors to encourage Adrian, and teach him fully
the way of truth.

“ Now depart, dear wife,” said the martyr, “and I will send
thee word, when I know how matters are likely to go with me.”

After a few days, knowing that his trial would take place
immediately, he asked the gaoler to allow him to go home
on parole, to greet his wife for the last time. Leave was
given him, and he returned to his house. But when Natalia
saw him, her heart failed within her, as she thought that, to
have obtained release, he must have renounced his purpose
and new-born faith, But he reassured her, and she ac-
companied him back to the prison.

And when she came there, she washed the wounds of the
twenty-three confessors, and sent her servant for fine linen,
and tore it up, and made bandages for them. And for seven
days she ministered daily to their necessities.

And after that, Adrian was led forth, and the twenty-three
were seated on beasts, and brought to the court, for they were
so wounded and disjointed that they could not walk.

Natalia followed them. Adrian alone was introduced into
court. He was ordered to be beaten by four men. He was
thrown on the ground, and lashed till his body was a mass of
wounds. Then Maximian ordered all to be reconducted to
prison. Adrian could not walk, and was dragged back, Natalia
holding his head up on her arm, against her breast, and
wiping the sweat of agony from his loved brow with her veil,

And when he was brought back to prison, the confessors
crowded round him, those who had been disjointed on the
rack crawling along on their hands or elbows, to congratulate
him on his heroism. And Natalia blessed him with her lips,
and wiped his blood away, and anointed all his body with
her gentle hands.

The deaconesses also hasted to attend to the. other suf-
ferers. But orders came that the women were not to be




MARRIAGE OF THE VIRGIN,
After the Fresco by Domenico del Ghirlandajo in the choir of Sta, Maria Novella, at Florence.
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admitted to the prison. Then Natalia cut off her long
locks, and dressed herselflike a man, and came to the prison,
and asked and paid for admittance, as a man; and the
gaoler, pocketing her gold, let her through the gates. Other
women followed her example.

But orders came for the speedy execution of the martyrs
in their dungeons ; and so it fell out that Natalia was pre-
sent when her husband died. The sentence of Maximian
was, that their legs should be broken by blows of a hammer
on an anvil.

So the lictors came, and rolled an anvil into the dungeon,
and Natalia rushed before them, and throwing herself on her
knees implored, “In pity, deal first with Adrian!” Ani
this she said, for she feared that the sight of the sufferings of
his comrades might overcome her young husband’s fortitude,
and perhaps her own.

And when the executioner would have taken the feet of
Adrian, to lay them on the anvil, “No,” said Natalia, “ I
will do that” And she raised the dear feet, whose sound
on the pavement had been to her so pleasant, as he returned
to his home, through the few months of their married life,
and reverently, and tenderly, she laid them on the iron block.

Then the executioner smote, and crushed the bones, and
next, with an axe, hewed off the feet.

Natalia, who had stationed herself at the head of him she
loved best in all the world, said, with her eyes on his face,
“Servant of Christ! if you live, put out your hand to mine !”
" And the dying man feebly stretched out his hand, as
though groping. for hers, and she caught it, and held it, and
laid it on the anvil ; then the executioner brought his axe
down, and hewed it off, as she clasped it. And she folded
it in her mantle to her heart, and watched the colour die out
of the cheeks of Adrian and his eyes grow dim. She closed
them with her loving hand.
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And all the rest of the three-and-twenty had their legs
broken by repeated blows, but we are not told if their hands
and feet were cut off.

According to the orders of Maximian, the bodies of the
martyrs were placed on a pile of wood to be burnt, but they
were so many that the burning was not perfectly carried out,
and a heavy rain during the night having extinguished the
smouldering pyre, the Christians were able to recover the
remains of the martyrs before they were completely reduced
to ashes.

But Natalia preserved her husband’s hand and wrapped it
in spices and ointments to preserve it, and folded purple
silk round it, and placed it at the head of her bed.

Not long after the death of Adrian, as Natalia was young,
pretty, and wealthy, she was soughtin marriage by a tribune
high in office in the Imperial Court. Full of dismay, she
implored three months’ delay, to make up her mind ; then
flinging herself on her knees by her bed-side, she prayed,
“ Be merciful, Lord ! be merciful, and spare me this humi-
liation! For thy Name’s sake, for the sake of the broken
legs of thy martyrs, for the sake of their chains and bleeding
arms ! spare me, spare me ! for the sake of Adrian, whose
wife I was !

Then she hastily prepared for flight, and carrying with her
only what was necessary, took ship for Byzantium. Now
the bodies of the martyrs had been conveyed by some of
the faithful to the same city, and thither therefore, as to
the tomb of her husband, Natalia’s heart drew her.

The late author ofthe Acts here intreduces a fictitious in-
cident, to heighten the interest of his story.

As the boat was on its way, storm and darkness came on,
and out of the gloom shot a phantom ship filled with dark
forms of demons. The steersman of Natalia’s vessel shouted
to the captain of the phantom vessel for sailing directions,
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not knowing in the darkness and mist that the ship was not
real, and freighted with living men. Then a tall black form
at the poop shouted through the flying spon-drift, * To the
left, to the left, lean over to the left I” and so the steersman
turned the prow. At that instant a luminous figure stood
out of the night, at the head of the vessel, with a halo about
him such as we see encircle a lantern in a fog. It was
Adrian in glory. And he waved his arm, and cried, “You
are sailing aright ! Go straight forwards.”

And Natalia uttered a cry and sprang forward, crying, “ It
is my husband-—it is Adrian come to save us !”

Then the light vanished, and all was dark; the storm blew
down on them, laden' with the shrieks of the discomfited
demons, as the black fiend-ship backed into the gloom.

When morning dawned the boat was off Argyropolis, and
they put into port and went up into Byzantium, and sought
the Christians ; and Natalia was led to where the bones of
her-husband ‘were laid. Then she laid by them the hand
she had cherished. She was worn with fatigue and the
miseries of her rough sea voyage. The kind brethren and
sisters at Byzantium noted her haggard looks, and besought
her to rest. But she first knelt long by her husband’s grave,
and then lay gently down, and laid her weary head on it,
and her spirit fled painlessly from her body.

The relics of S. Adrian and S. Natalia are thought to have
been brought to Rome in the 6th or 7th century. Spanish
writers assert that they were translated to the abbey of S.
Pedro de Estonca, in the gth century, in the reign of
Alfonso the Great, and the time of Pope John VIII
These relics have undergone partition. Anarm of S. Adrian
and one of S. Natalia areat Leon in the monastic church of
S. Claudius. Another portion of their relics in an abbey of
their dedication called Tufion, near Oviedo; another at
Balneare, near'Leon ; other relics at Chellas, near Lisbons
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The entire bodies, it is pretended, were translated by rela-
tives of S. Adrian to Belgium, and are now shown at Gerard-
mont in Hainault. But the entire body of S. Adrian is also
at Rome under the high altar of the church of his name.
A jaw and half an arm at Cologne, another part of an arm
at Prague ; the entire body, with the exception of one arm,
at Raulcourt—so that there are two bodies in Belgium alone ;
an arm at Lobbes, part of an arm at Floreffe, two teeth at
S. Crepin in Hainault, a tooth at Ninove in Flanders ; some
bones in Agincourt, others at Douai, at Bruges in the cathe.
dral, and in the Jesuit church at Mecheln ; a whole body at
Ghent, the third in Belgium ; a head at Bologna. Henry
II., Emperor of Germany, claimed to use the sword of
S. Adrian.

SS. EUSEBIUS, NESTABO, ZENO, AND NESTOR,
MM. :

(aBOUT A.D. 362.)
{Roman Martyrology. Authority :-~Sozomen, 46, v. c. 9.]

“ THE inhabitants of Gaza,” says Sozomen, the ecclesias-
tical historian (A.D. 440), “ being inflamed with rage against
Eusebius, Nestabo, and Zeno, three brethren, dragged them
from their house, in which they had concealed themselves,
and cast them into prison, after having beaten them with
unusual cruelty. ‘Then they assembled in the theatre, and
shouted against them, declaring that they had profaned their
temple, and had used the power with which they were for-
merly invested to the injury and destruction of paganism.
By these declamations the general excitement was increased
to such a pitch that the mob ran to the prison, and with unpa-
ralleled fury drew forth their victims, and dashed them on
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the ground ; and in this position, sometimes with the face,
and sometimes with the back, upon the ground, the victims
were dragged through the streets of the city, and were after
wards stoned and beaten. I have been told that even women
quitted their work to aid in torturing them ; that the very
cooks left their employment to pour scalding water on
them, and to wound them with their culinary utensils. When
the martyrs were literally torn to pieces, and their brains
scattered on the ground, their bodies were dragged out of the
city and flung on the spot generally reserved as a receptacle
for the bodies of beasts; then a large fire was lighted, and their
bones mixed with those of asses and camels, so that it
might be difficult to distinguish them. But they were not
long concealed, for a Christian woman, an inhabitant of
Gaza, collected the bones at night, by the inspiration of God,
and conveyed them in a vessel to Zeno, their cousin, as God
had commanded her in a dream; for she was previously
unacquainted with Zeno, and he had narrowly escaped arrest,
but he had effected his escape while the people were occu-
pied with the butchery of his cousins, and had fled to Anthe-
dona, a maritime city about twenty stadia from Gaza, wholly
addicted to superstition and idolatry. When the inhabitants
of this city discovered that he was a Christian, they beat
him violently, and drove him away. He then returted to
Gaza, and concealed himself; and here the woman found
him, and gave him the remains. He kept them carefully in
the house till the reign of Theodosius, when he was ordained
bishop. And he erected a church beyond -the walls of the
city, and deposited the bones under the altar, near those of
Nestor the Confessor. Nestor had been on terms of intimacy
with his cousins, and was seized with them by the people
of Gaza, scourged and iwprisoned. But those who
dragged him through the city were so affected with his per-
sonal beauty, and struck with compassion, that they cast
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him, before he was quite dead, out of ‘the city. Some . per-
sons found him and carried him to the house of Zeno, where
he expired whilst his wounds were being dressed.

“ When the inhabitants of Gaza began to reflect on the
enormity of their crime, they trembled lest the Emperor
should punish them. But Julian, far from evincing as much
anger against them as he had manifested against the Alexan
drians on the murder of George (the Arian bishop), did not
even write to rebuke their conduct. ¢ For whatright had he,’
asked the Emperor, ‘to arrest the citizens merely for retalia-
ting on a few Galileans the injuries that had been inflicted by
them and by their gods.” And so the affair was passed over.”

It is clear that these martyrs had assisted in the destruc-
tion of the magnificent Marnion,the temple which was the
glory of Gaza, and that this had exasperated the people
against them.

S. CORBINIAN, B.

(a.D. 730.)

[Roman and German Martyrologies. Authority :—A' Life by Aribo,
Bishop of Freising, from 764 to 784 ; therefore. a contemporary of part of
the life of S. Corbinian. ]}

S. CORBINIAN was born at Chéatres, near Melun, in France,
in the reign of Clothair III. His father, whose name was
Waldegis, died before his birth. He received from his
mother at the font the name of Waldegis, but she afterwards
changed her mind, and called him Corbinian, after her own
name, Corbiniana, when the first fervour of grief for the
departed Waldegis had blown over. From early childhood
the boy manifested a love of holy things, and when young
built a cell beside the church of S. Germain near his castle,
and dwelt in it
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In this cell he lived on the alms of the people. Under
his cell was a cellar, in which he kept a barrel or two of wine,
One vintage, when his cellar had been lately stocked by the
charity of the neighbourhood, in the dead of the night, at
the most ghostly hour, when all is hushed, one of the barrels
blew out its bung with a tremendous report. Corbinian
flung himself on his knees, and remained in prayer till dawn,
when he rang a bell for his servants, who came in, and then,
with a solemn voice, Corbinian informed them that the
dreadful noise which had so scared them in the night, pro-
ceeded, not from demons, but from the new wine having
driven out the bung. Then . Anseric, his cellarer, took the
key, and went down into the vault; he put his foot upon the
bung at the first step, and, reassured, went up to the barrel
to find, to his admiration, that not a drop of wine was
wasted. This is the first miracle recorded of Corbinian at
the opening of his ascetic career in his miserable anchorite’s
cell adjoining the church of S. Germain.

One day his mule ran away; so that apparently the re-
cluse was not wholly immured, but allowed himself an occa-
sional airing. The servants of the hermit scattered them-
selves over the country in quest of it, but all in vain. In
the evening they returned from their ineffectual search to
lament the loss to Corbinian. He betook himself to prayer,
and in the night an angel appeared to him, and informed him
the mule should be returned in the morning, and the fellow
who had stolen it severely punished.

" Next day Corbinian was giving an instruction to his disci-
ples, when, through the open door, in walked the mule with
the thief.on his back, sticking to the saddle as tight as if he
had been attached to it by the strongest fish-glue, and fast
asleep. Corbinian ordered the mule to shake the man off,
and the obedient animal released the fellow, who fell like a
log on the ground, when the thief woke up with a start, and
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asked where he was. Corbinian had him fast, and delivered

himself of an impressive and lengthy lecture, but after that

let him go, thankful that he escaped so easily.

The fame of Corbinian spread, and Pepin of Herstall sent
to commend himself to the hermit’s prayers. After fourteen
years in his cell Corbinian went to Rome and visited Pope
Gregory II., whom he asked to appoint him some place of
solitude where he might live alone and in abstinence.  But
Gregory ordained him first priest, then bishop, without any
fixed see, and sent him back into France, and he returned
to his former cell at Chétres.

After a while he made another pilgrimage to Rome, going
a roundabout way, for he took Ratisbon on his road, and
made acquaintance with Theodo II., Duke of Bavaria, who
tried hard to retain him in his territories. He also met
Grimoald, Duke of Freising, who showed him the greatest
honour, and endeavoured to persuade him to become bishop
of his duchy ; and when he refused, accompanied him to the
confines of Tyrol, and sent strict orders to the people along
the way, and throughout the valley of the Vintschgau, should
the holy man return, not to suffer him to go anywhere save
into Bavaria.

Corbinian and his cellarer, Anseric, and some servants,
set their faces to the Brenner pass, driving a packhorse
before them. As they rested one night in a forest a bear
ate the sumpter-horse of the saint, and in the morning the
servants of Corbinian found the bear lying on the dead horse,
gnawing it at its ease. They ran to tell Anseric, and Anseric
told his master.

“Take this whip,” said Corbinian, *and lash the brute
well with it.”

“T.am afraid,” said Anseric.

“Do as you are bid,” answered Corbinian, “and after
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that put the pack and saddle on the back of the bear, and
send him on with the horses.”

So the bear was made to carry a pack all the way to the
gates of Rome.

Did the glories of that wondrous road fill the soul of Cor-
binian with awe? The still tarn near the Brenner head,
the dazzling peaks that close the valley of Ridnaun, the
mighty dolomite horn of the Schlern, and the wall of needles
of the Rosengarten, the mystic region of Laurin the Dwarf
King? We cannot tell, the biographer is silent on this.
We only hear that when Corbinian came to Trent, Count
Husing, who ruled there, coveted the Saint’s horse, which
was a remarkably fine one, and bid a large sum for it, but
as the bishop refused to sell it, he stole it.

At Pavia Corbinian was honourably received by Luit-
prand, King of the Lombards, and was given by him rich
gifts ; and orders were sent on, all along the road to Rome,
that the bishop should be allowed to want for nothing.

He had not gone very far before a gentleman, sent by the
king to accompany him, made off with one of his best horses.
He, like the Count of Trent, had offered to buy it, but was
refused, and so took French leave with it. It is clear that
Corbinian had an eye for horseflesh.

Meat and poultry were in plenty, but on Friday there was
a deficiency of fish ; and the ascetic bishop refused to eat
anything else. What was to be done? His cook—for he
took his cook about with him as well as his butler—was dis-
tracted, when suddenly an eagle appeared overhead with a
fish in his mouth, and dropped it at the feet of the cook,
who put it at once into the frying-pan for the bishop’s dinner.
What the servants dined on we are not told.

Next Friday they were ambling along the sea-shore, when
they spied a big fish asleep on the surface of the water.
Corbinian bade one of his servants go in after it. The
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man stripped, and taking a spear swam behind the fish and
stabbed it. The fish was eleven feet long. Feeling itself
wounded it swam out to sea, and the man, holding on to his
harpoon, swam after it, striving to turn the fish to land.. The
bishop and all the rest of the servants looked on applaud-
ing, from the land ; but at length, anxious as to the result,
for the man was becoming exhausted. Most opportunely
some fishermen were near at hand, and they rowed to the
spot and secured the fish. The swimmer then tried to
scramble into the boat, but the fishermen having a fancy to

keep the captured fish for themselves, tried to push him off..

The servant got one leg into the boat, caught an oar and
dealt the boatmen a blow on their heads with it. A shout
of applause greeted him from his master and comrades on
shore. The boatmen then sullenly allowed him to push the
skiff to land and present the fish to the bishop.

Tents .were spread, a fire kindled, and all- feasted. The
boatmen he liberally fee’d with twopence (duo tremisses) ana
a lecture on their bad conduct in trying to steal the fish.

On reaching Rome S. Corbinian was cordially received by
the Pope, who refused to give ear to his entreaties to be
allowed to live a solitary. and severe life. He perhaps saw
that Corbinian had no very real vocation for a mortified life,
or he would have dispensed long ago with cooks and butlers,
and handsome horses, and meat every day except Friday.
He therefore peremptorily ordered him back to Bavaria.

Corbinian therefore retraced his journey, and was not a
little gratified to learn, on his reaching Pavia, that the man
who had stolen his -horse was dead. The widow flung her-
self at the bishop’s knees, and bitterly deplored the covetous-
ness of her late husband ; even King Luitprand * jumped
off his throne and prostrated himself before the bishop,” en-
treating pardon for him who had stolen the horse ; a hand-
some sum of money being also offered the bishop, he con-
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sented to absolve the soul of the departed gentleman of his
sin of horse-stealing ; and then he went on his way to Trent.
The news of the death of the horse-stealer had spread to the
roots of the Alps, and the Count of Trent was in an agony
of alarm for his personal safety, for, as it will be remembered,
he also had appropriated one of the bishop’s stud.

He also had suffered somewhat, for he had lost forty-two
of his horses, which had died of elephantiasis (elefantino
morbo perierunt). He paid Corbinian two hundred gold
pieces and two good horses for his theft, which was a pretty
considerable sum for the use of a horse, and Corbinian
received the money with a smile of satisfaction.

The humbled count conducted the bishop to the confines
of Bavaria, which then stretched to Botzen, and Corbinian
was detained at Meran, in the Vintschgau, till Grimoald was
made aware of his return.

Wlilst waiting at Meran, Corbinian took mountain excur-
sions, and was fascinated with the spot. One point espe-
cially delighted him, a knoll at Khaims, between two
torrents, where the vines were rich, the trees umbrageous,
and the view of snowy summits was beautiful. The bishop
made inquiries about the tenure of land thereabouts, and
to whom each farm belonged, having an eye to the
future.

At length orders came for the bishop to go north, and
with a heavy heart he left delightful Meran. No sooner
was Corbinian at Freising, than he found that his protector
Grimoald was married to his deceased brother’s wife Pil-
trudis. He sent word that he would not see the face of
Grimoald till the incestuous union' was broken off. For
forty days he kept apart from the duke, and then at last
Grimoald consented to break off the connexion. He came
to Bishop Corbinian to promise obedience, confess his sin,
and ask penance.
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“For penance you must give me: the estate of Khaims,
near Meran.”

‘It does not belong to me,” said the duke.

“No, but you must buy it for me from its owner. I want
all the land between the two streams Timon and Finale,
with the pastures, fields, and vineyards, and part of the Alps
that overhang the said estate.”

Grimoald sent orders to have the land purchased, and so
this was the first estate that passed to the see of Freising,
Corbinian bought other estates out of his welllined purse
at Cortsch, near Meran.

One day the bishop was riding through the streets of
Freising, when he saw an old woman, attended by some
men, carrying meat, and leading a live animal. He had
been forewarned that this old woman dealt in witchcraft, so
he stopped his horse and asked what was her business.
She replied that a young man was ill, and she was going to
try her skill in curing him. This so exasperated the bishop
that he jumped off his horse, caught the old woman by the
neck, and laid into her back lustily with his horsewhip, then
ordered the meat to be taken outside the walls of the town,
and given to the poor.. He was a passionate man, says
Aribo, his candid biographer.

Piltrudis resented the interference of the bishop, and the
rupture of her union with Grimoald ; and she concerted a
plan with her secretary Ninus to have him waylaid and mur-
dered, when on his way to a villa he had lately erected.
Erembert, a brother of Corbinian, heard of the conspiracy,
and told him. The bishop, horror-struck, fled precipitately
to his dear Meran, and the charming estates he had there
acquired, and sent word to Grimoald to deal with the Jezebel
as she would have dealt with him. The duke declined to-
imbrue his hands in the blood of his sister-in-law and divorced
wife, but sent to Corbinian urging his return to his duties at
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Freising, and assuring him that he would provide for his
personal safety. Corbinian resolutely refused to leave Meran
as long as Piltrudis was within reach, and it was only when
Grimoald was defeated and killed by Charles Martel, and
Piltrudis was removed to a safe distance, that he ventured
back to his see.

He did not live long after his return. His heart was at
Meran among the beautiful snowy peaks and Alpine flowers.
When he felt that he was dying, he sent his brother Erem-
bert to the King of the Lombards, and another- messenger
to Hugbert Duke of Bavaria, to obtain from both a promise
that his bones should lie at Meran.

As he had desired, his body was conveyed to Meran.
But it was not long allowed to remain there, but was brought
back to Bavaria, and now part is at Freising, and part at
Munich, in the cathedral.

In art S. Corbinian is represented with the bear at his
side laden with a pack.

B. SERAPHINA, W. ABSS.

(A.D. 1478.)

[Franciscan Martyrology. Authorities :—Wadding, in his Annals of the
Minorites, from MS. material in his possession, and a Life by Galluci in

1637.]

Gurno AnTonio, Count of Monteferetri and Urbino, and
Lord of Gubbio, was father of the lady who is commemo-
rated under the name of Seraphina this day in the Franciscan
Martyrology. She was his daughter by his second wife,
Catarina Colonna, niece of Pope Martin V. She was born
at Urbino, about A.D. 1434, and received at the font the
name of Suevia. She was married by proxy at the age of
fourteen to Alessandro Sforza, Lord of Pistoja, High Con-
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stable of Sicily. Alessandro had already been married to
Constantia Varana, by whom he had two ‘sons, Constans
and Galeati, and two daughters. :

The first years of their married life were happy. Suevia
proved a good mother to her step-children, and managed
the house with prudence.

In 1460 Alexander returned to Pistoja from the wars, in
which he had been constantly engaged, and was struck with

‘the charms of a lady named Pacifica, wife of a physician at

Pistoja. This led to great family misery, and Suevia had
reason to believe that her husband made several attempts to
get rid of her by poison. They quarrelled violently, and on
one occasion he so far forgot himself as to maltreat her
before the servants. Then he drove her out of his palace,
and bade her go to the convent of the Poor Clares. This was
in 1460. The unhappy wife at once went to the convent,
and asked to be admitted. But the powerful relatives of
Suevia interfered, and Alessandro, to justify his conduct,
asserted that she had been unfaithful to him during his
absence, and had indeed confessed her fault. The kinsmen,
together with her husband and a notary, went to the convent
and asked to see Suevia. She appeared at the grating, and
was asked if this was true which her husband asserted. She
made no answer, but dropped the curtain and withdrew.
Her relatives were filled with shame, and the notary entered
in his book the statement that she had not denied the
charge. But on their way through the streets, the ass on
which the notary was seated flung the man of law, and then
bit him in the rear as he lay sprawling in the dust; a mani-
fest token that he had done wrong in attributing the silence
of Suevia to a consciousness of guilt.

Suevia took the veil, and was elected abbess. After a
few years Alessandro repented his treatment of his wife, and
got tired of Pacifica. He turned the latter lady out of his
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house with as great indignity as he had shown to his legiti-
mate wife, and wanted to bring Suevia back again., But
this was now impossible. She had taken the irrevocable
vow, had changed her name to Seraphina, and was enclosed
behind bars he was powerless to break through.

She died in the odour of sanctity on Sept. 8th, 1478.
The bodyis preserved, and exposed to the veneration of the
faithful at Pistoja.
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September 9.

S. THEOPHANES, H.C. in the Easé; circ. A.D. 300.

SS. DoroTHEUS AND GORGON1US, MM, at Nicomedia ; A.p. 303.
S. SEVERIAN, M. at Sebaste ; circ. A.D. 320.

S. KIERAN, Ab. of Clonmacnois, in Ireland; A.D. 548.

S. OMER, B. in Ariois ; circ. A.D. 670.

. SERG1US L., Pope of Rome ; A.D. 701,

. BERTBLLIN, //,a¢ Stafford ; 8tk cent.

ONNEN, C. in Brittany.

. WILFREDA, A8ss. of Wilton ; end of 10tk cent.

+ PETER OF CHAVANON, ME. at Piberac in Auvergne ; A.D. 1080,
. PETER CLAVER, S.¥. af Poitiers; A.D. 1654,

Hrnnnnm

S. THEOPHANES, H.C.

(ABOUT A.D. 300.)

[Greek Menza and Menology. Authority :—The notice in the Me-
nology.]

SIHEOPHANES was a boy born of heathen parents,

il who had learned, unknown to his father and
mother, the truths of the faith, instilled into him
probably by a nurse.

One winter's day the little boy saw a poor child nearly
naked, shivering with cold. Thereupon he stripped off his
own warm clothing, and gave it to the poor boy.

When his father saw him he said, “ What have you done
with your clothes?” He answered, “I have given them to
Christ.”

He ran away from home to a hermit on Mount Diabenum,
and lived with him in a cave till his death. He was brought
Lefore the Emperors Carus, Carinus, and Numerian, and
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beaten, and then allowed to return to his cave. Whenever
he sallied forth from his cave he is said to have ridden on
the back of a lion. He died about a.p. 300, after having
spent seventy-five years in his cave.

SS. DOROTHEUS AND GORGONIUS, MM.

(a.p. 303.)

[Roman Martyrology. Ado, Usuardus. Many copies of the Martyrology
of S. Jerome on March 12. Authority :—A brief notice by Eusebius,
viil. 6, and Rufinus’ additions to it. The Acts are later, not earlier than
the 8th cent., and are purely fabulous. ]} *

DoroTHEUS and Gorgonius, as Eusebius tells us, were
freedmen in the palace of Diocletian at Nicomedia, who
after many tortures were strangled, and so bore away the
prize of a heavenly victory. Rufinus adds that Dorotheus
and Gorgonius were chamberlains to the emperor, and that
when they saw Peter, another servant of the palace, tortured,
they remonstrated with Diocletian, and were on that account
strangled.

The Acts say that their skin was torn off, and that
vinegar and salt were rubbed into their wounds ; that they
were then placed oniron beds over aslow fire and roasted.
But the charcoal went out, and they suffered no ill-effects
from the fire. Then, at last, after they had given the kiss
of peace to the Christians present, they were strangled with a
cord.

The relics of these martyrs were translated first to Rome,
then to Gorze on the Moselle, in the diocese of Metz, in
765, and thence parts to Minden.
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S. SEVERIAN, M.

(ABOUT A.D. 320.)

[Roman Martyrology, introduced by Baronius from the Greek Menzea.
Russian Kalendar. Authority :—The Greek Acts, apparently trustworthy,
but not in their original condition; they have been re-written and
amplified.]

THis martyr suffered under Licinius, when he was Emperor
of the East, and, contrary to agreement with Constantine,
persecuted the Church. Licinius was the more able to do
this in the case of believing soldiers, as he could proceed
against them for infraction of military discipline ; and when
he had broken with Constantine he threw off the mask of
tolerance.

Severian was a soldier and a Christian. He had witnessed
the martyrdom of the forty soldiers at Sebaste, in Armenia
Minor, exposed to a bitter winter night on a frozen pool
(March 10) ; and this glorious martyrdom, far from daunting
him, stimulated him to greater zeal. He made no secret of
his faith, but openly, even defiantly, proclaimed his Chris-
tianity, and his abhorrence of the gods of Olympus. His
words were reported to Lysias, the governor, and he was
ordered before him. He maintained his intrepidity through
trial and torture. A heavy stone was attached to his feet,
and he was torn with iron rakes till he died.

S. KIERAN, AB. OF CLONMACNOIS.

(a.D. 548.)

[Roman, Irish, and Aberdeen Martyrologies. Authority :—Mention in
Jocelin’s Life of S. Patrick, in that of S. Comgall, and those of other con-
temporary Saints.] 4

KieraN—called in the Roman Martyrology Queranus—
was named also Macantsaor, or the carpenter’s son; his
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father's name was Beoaidh, and that of his mother was
Darerca; she was descended from the bard Glas. His
father was a carpenter in Meath. Crushed by the taxation
of the King of Ainmire, he left his native land for Con-
naught, when, in the field Ay, Kieran first saw the light, and
was baptized by S. Justus. Hearing of the fame of S. Finnian
of Cluain-iraird (Clonard), he betook himself to his school,
and did not leave it till he was well grounded in ecclesiastical
learning. Thence, having received a certificate from S.
Finnian, together with his blessing, he repaired to the
monastery of S. Nennid, in one of theislands of Lough Erne.
This saint had been also a disciple of S. Finnian, and while
in his school had made acquaintance with Kieran. As he
had lately founded a monastery in the island, and had
become bishop of the surrounding district, it is not im-
probable that Kieran went to him on invitation to assist him
in the management of his institution. Kieran was received
by him with great joy, and remained some time with him.

Wishing, however, to improve himself further in the
knowledge and observance of monastic discipline, Kieran
went to the great monastery of the Isle of Arran. S. Enda,
who still governed it, received him very kindly, and em-
ployed him for seven years in thrashing corn for the use of
the community. During that period he was considered as
a pattern of piety and sanctity, and Enda is said to have
had some visions relative to the great merit of Kieran, and
the number of religious houses which in course of time
would belong to his institution.

At the expiration of these seven years our saint removed,
according to onme account, to Inniscathig, where he was
charged by S. Senan with the care of providing for strangers.
But his liberality to the poor was so profuse that he incurred
the displeasure of some of the monks, and accordingly
thought it advisable to quit the monastery.
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He then proceeded to an island of Lough Rie, called
Aingin, where, having erected a monastery, he was soon
surrounded by a vast number of excellent monks. This was
his first establishment, and he remained abbot of it for seven
years, till 548, when, leaving the care of it to Adamnan, a
monastic man, he removed to the west bank of the Shannon,
and, on a site granted him by King Dermit, founded the
great monastery of Clonmacnoise. King Dermit had a high
opinion of S. Kieran, who, it is said, had foretold to him his
accession to the sovereignty. At the request of the saint,
the prince laid with his own hands the first stone of the
foundation.

S. Kieran did not long survive the foundation of Clon-
macnoise, as he fell sick of a pestilence which raged in the
year 549, and which carried him off, some say at the early
age of thirty-three ; and from the fact of his being a car-
penter’s son, and of having died at the same age as Christ,
it was thought that the resemblance between the saint and
his Lord was peculiarly remarkable. His institution, fox
which he had drawn up a particular rule, was extended after
his death to a great number of religious houses.

Kieran is said to have composed a lay asking God for a
long life in which to serve Him; but his prayer was not
answered, “he was made perfect in a short time.” S.
Columba wrote a hymn in praise of Kieran, beginning with
these lines :—

“‘Quantum Christe, O, apostolum
Mundo misisti hominem ?
Lucerna hujus insulse.”

He is said also to have carried away some clay from his
grave. On getting into the eddy of Corryvrechan, Columba
threw it into the sea, and was saved from wreck. Kieran
is not to be confounded with S. Kieran of Saigir (March 5).
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S. OMER, BC.

(ABOUT A.D. 670.)

[Roman and Gallican Martyrologies. Authorities :—A Life probably by
Folcard, monk of S. Bertin, who died circ. A.D. 1050 ; a second Life con-
taining no fresh material ; and a third containing additional matter, but for
the composition of which the first Life was also used.]

S. OMER (in Latin Awudomarus), was a native of Golden-
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